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This month's cover photograph was taken by Marc Roberts, with a similar, later view sent 
in by Olivia Brett.  It appeared on the railway bridge on the path between Barton's Mill and 
the Great Barn. An anonymous street artist in Hampshire, who signs himself 'Hendog' has 
revealed “there is no connection” between their work and that of the mysterious street 
artist Banksy. Striking murals depicting children have appeared on walls in Winchester and 
Eastleigh and more recently as far away as Kent. 
The two flowers of April are the daisy and sweet pea – the birthstone is the diamond. The 
word April comes from the Latin word aperire, which means to open. This is in reference 
to the many flowers that bloom in the month. It was on 6 April 1896 that the first Olympics 
of the modern era were held. They took place in Athens after a break of 1,500 years. 
Famous people born in the month of April include Charlie Chaplin, Leonardo da Vinci, Hans 
Christian Anderson and Shirley Temple. On 11 April 1970 Apollo 13 launched from Cape 
Kennedy and 56 hours later it ran into difficulties. It was then that the often misquoted line 
“Houston, we’ve had a problem here” was said. April marks the birth of arguably the most 
influential writer of all time – William Shakespeare. Born on the 26th in 1564 he went on to 
write 36 plays and 154 sonnets

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE BASINGA

We welcome both regular and occasional items for the Basinga. The very last date for 
copy to the Editor for the April edition is 6pm on Friday, 10th March. Please use the 
forms on the Basinga website www.basinga.org.uk to get your dates, articles and letters 
to us (see box on page 15 for further instructions). 
All advertising enquiries – classified, free adverts or inserts (flyers) can also be made via 
the website. Don’t forget that we only accept articles with about a 300-word maximum 
and articles are only published at the Editor's discretion.

PHOTOS AND LOGOS FOR THE BASINGA

APRIL COVER PHOTO, NOTES AND NEWS

If any reader would like to offer a photograph of the 
village environment we would be happy to receive them, 
either for immediate use or to build up a portfolio of ‘village 
views’ that we can use. 
We now have a web form that you can use to send a 
photograph for the website archive and possible use in 
the magazine – go to www.basinga.org.uk and the form 
can be found on the 'Contributors Submission' menu. 
Should you wish to submit multiple photos, or a photo is 
too 'large', they can be emailed directly to the Editor. 
This feature should NOT be used for Free Ads or article 
photos, which can be attached to their own forms. We 
welcome club and society logos, with the option to use 
them within articles. Send to editor@basinga.org.ukRobin in Hand 

photograph by David Stevens
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Basing House reopens on Saturday 1st April, and will 
then be open, Wednesday to Sunday, from 11.00am 
to 4.00pm through to late September. On the first day 
we have Millers Ark bringing Easter bunnies and lambs, 
along with an egg hunt and an egg trail round the site. 
The egg trail will continue until Sunday 16th.

For many years we have had the Civil War re-enactors of the Sealed Knot at Basing 
House, generally at Easter. This year they will be with us on Saturday and Sunday 13th 
and 14th May.  This will be the biggest event of the year, although smaller than their visit to 
the common last year and will be inside the Basing House grounds with an admission fee 
chargeable.  More details in the May Basinga.
Other events have been arranged for the rest of the season and the dates to put in the 
diary are 18th June when we mark Fathers’ Day, and the 15th and 16th of July when we 
will host an evening performance of The Tempest in the Walled Garden.  
Later in the summer we will have our annual Summer Fayre on 27th and 28th August, 
and the English Civil War Society will stage a re-enactment and living history display 
on the 16th and 17th September.  Evening ghost tours will return from 24th – 31st 
October, with the Christmas Fayre over the last weekend in November.  Again, more 
details will appear in future editions of the Basinga.
Tickets to Basing House are valid for a year (although we are closed in winter).  Our free 
parking is near Barton’s Mill and we ask visitors not to park in The Street, but to enjoy the 
picturesque stroll to the Barn alongside the River Loddon.
More information is at: www.hampshireculture.org.uk/basing-house .

Andrew Howard   01256 327014

How lucky we are that we are able to meet weekly and enjoy the pleasures of each others 
company where in February we enjoyed a delicious cream 'Valentine' tea and cakes 
provided by The Village Cafe. Thank you so much to them.
We are planning a trip to Gun Wharf Quays on Tuesday, 9th May, leaving our first pick 
up point, Belle Vue play area at 9.30am then the Royal British Legion Car Park, and lastly 
Oakfields. The cost for this will be £19.00 for non members. You will also have the option 
of visiting the Spinnaker Tower,  additional cost £9.75 for Seniors and if you would like to 
partake in a cream tea then the cost would be £5.50. These options need to be pre-booked 
and paid for prior to our visit. There are places available currently, but please note there 
will be a £5.00 non refundable deposit.  If you would like to go on this outing please contact 
me direct on 01256 328196   
The book and jigsaw exchange programme is still going well, our members able to buy a 
jigsaw for £1.50 and a book for 50p. Bargain. We are hoping to introduce a gentle exercise 
class which you can do either seated or standing, we all need to keep our joints supple!
We are always pleased to see new faces 1.30 to 4.00pm, weekly entrance £2.00

Sue Wilson – Chairman

NEWS FROM BASING HOUSE

THE IVY CLUB
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

OBLEC (Old Basing & Lychpit Environment Campaign)
Residents should all by now have received the OBLEC leaflet explaining the need for this 
campaign to oppose the very real threat of extensive development on greenfield sites 
within the Parish. You are invited to attend a PUBLIC MEETING in OLD BASING VILLAGE 
HALL on SATURDAY, 15th APRIL at 11.00am to find out more about what OBLEC is 
doing and to make your views known. The OBLEC website is now live www.oblec.org.uk 
for more information on how you can become involved or submit your comments.
ELECTIONS ON 4TH MAY
Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Councillors stand for re-election in May. If there are 12 or 
fewer candidates those standing will be automatically elected; if there are more than 12 
candidates an election will be called. If you are interested in local matters and wish to make 
a difference, why not put your name forward. Use the link below to find out all you need to 
know about the role of Parish Councils and what is expected of you as a Parish Councillor: 
www.hampshirealc.org.uk Choose 'Who We Are' from the menu and then  'Become a 
Local Councillor'. You will need to register your Councillor application with the Borough 
Council on: www.basingstoke.gov.uk/become-a-parish-councillor
Residents voting in person must have a form of ID when visiting the polling station.
COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH
The Parish Council Speedwatch team have been unable to conduct many roadside checks 
recently because some of our volunteers have had to step down; we are therefore seeking 
new volunteers. This is a chance to get out in the fresh air for an hour, 2 or 3 times in 
alternate months and help the community. Contact the Parish Clerk for more details.
JOY-RIDING AT THE RECREATION GROUND
There have been several recent incidents of joy-riding at the recreation ground. The Parish 
Council is taking steps to prevent this recurring but, in the meantime, if you see or hear any 
unusual activity in this area please report it to the police on 101.
WARM HUB
Once again, thank you to those residents that have taken advantage of 
the Warm Hub at the Lychpit Community Hall. With what we hope is the 
onset of warmer weather, this facility has now closed.
BIG COMMUNITY LUNCH
Don’t forget to make a note of SUNDAY, 7th MAY and come along to the 
recreation ground with your picnic to celebrate the Coronation.
PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
The next two meeting dates are Tuesday, 4th April and 16th May starting at 7.30pm. 
Please let us know if you are unable to manage the stairs to the meeting room to enable 
us to make alternative arrangements.
Parish Clerk: Mrs Sandra Tuck 		  Deputy Clerk: Mrs Kate Hope 
Address: The Pavilion, Recreation Ground, The Street, Old Basing, RG24 7DA
Telephone: 01256 462847 	 Office Hours: Monday to Thursday, 10am to noon 
Mobile: 07507 514498 (emergencies only)
Email: clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk
Website: www.oldbasing.gov.uk
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Ten reasons to join Old Basing Tennis Club this summer.
We start our new summer tennis season on 28th March and 
welcome new members to come and join us whether it is your first 
time or you’re coming back to the game. Everyone is welcome at 
our family friendly club. At the time of writing, the good news is that 
we have received planning permission for floodlights on our courts 
and are waiting for approval from Old Basing Parish Council to go 
ahead with their installation. 
What’s in it for you?

•	 	Play with friends and relatives any time, keeping fit and enjoying the beautiful 
surroundings.

•	 	Newly resurfaced and painted courts. 
•	 	Book a court any time using an App. so no waiting around for a court.
•	 	Joining fee has stayed the same for the last three years.
•	 	Four courts to play on.
•	 	Tennis coaching with Ben Jubin and Steph Catlin for both children and adults. 

Contact us for more information about coaching.
•	 	Club nights on Tuesday and Friday evenings 6pm, Wednesday afternoons 2.30pm 

and Sunday mornings 10am where you play with others so will always get a game.
•	 	Tennis drills on a Monday night.
•	 	Seven League teams to play in. Mixed, men’s and ladies.
•	 	Club house with lounge area, kitchen and changing room plus ample car parking.

We look forward to welcoming you and your family to play on our lovely new tennis courts 
and have a great summer of tennis. For more information see our website, Facebook 
page or email us at: obtc.information@gmail.com

NWR is a Nationwide organisation providing a wide range of talks and 
activities.  Each local group is unique and individual, arranging activities 
and meetings to suit their members. Our group enjoys chatting and eating. 
We have a monthly lunch trying out various local venues on different days 
of the week and we have a subgroup which meets at 8.00pm on 4th 

Thursday of the month to discuss a chosen book.
In April we will have an afternoon of board games. Some of us will also be attending 
a conference in Woking: Our World - The Future when there will be talks by the World 
Wildlife Fund (WWF) about their work. The conference will take place in the Living Planet 
Centre, one of the greenest buildings in the UK.
If you would like to make new friends and take advantage of all that our organisation can 
offer do come along. We meet in member’s homes, usually at 2pm on the first Monday of 
the month but occasionally in the evening. If you would like more information do look at 
the website: nwr.org.uk or contact our Local Organiser: Dusty Brough Tel: 01256 357276 
email: dmbc861@gmail.com 

OLD BASING TENNIS CLUB

CHINEHAM AND OLD BASING NWR
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ALL THINGS BRIGHT & BEAUTIFUL, ALL CREATURES GREAT & SMALL
The Summer Festival Team at St Mary’s Church are planning a Summer Festival. The 
weekend will commence on Friday, 23rd June, at 7.00pm with a fun Beetle Drive evening 
for all the family. Tickets, £5 per adult, £2.50 per child or £12.50 for family tickets (2 adults 
+ up to 4 children).  Doors open at 6.30 pm.
From 11.00am to 4.00pm, Saturday 24th and 
Sunday 25th, a Summer Fete will be held with 
stalls, barbecue, cream teas, refreshments, 
children’s activities in St Mary’s Conservation 
Area,  music including the school choirs at 
11.30am (Saturday) and the RBL Band of Corps 
at 2.00pm (Sunday) and the return of the popular 
Tower Tours.
Displays of All Things Bright and Beautiful, All 
Creatures Great and Small will decorate the outside of St Mary’s from Friday 23rd June 
until Sunday, 2nd July, giving everyone plenty of time to view. There will be an opportunity to 
vote for your favourite display until 3pm on Sunday, 25th June, with a small prize awarded 
to the winner. 
Calling those with green fingers! Are you able to grow flowers or vegetables for the Fete? 
If you would like to arrange a display please contact Debbie Filer on 07541 698235 or 
email the team at stmaryschurch.flowerfestival@gmail.com  Displays cost a minimum 
of £7.50 to enter. 

St Mary’s Summer Festival Team

Old Basing WI would like to thank Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council, and in particular the support of Cllr Onnalee Cubit, for the 
generous grant which has enabled us to buy a gazebo, tables and 
tablecloths for use at the Old Basing Carnival in June. Do come 
along and support us on 17th June at the Recreation Ground.  We 
shall also be taking part in the Carnival procession so watch out for 
us there too!

At our 104th birthday in March, our speaker was Robbie Sprague, a retired headmaster from 
Chandlers Ford who entertained us with poetry readings, some well-known and others not 
so well-known. His talk was very well received by our Members. Our next meeting takes 
place on Tuesday, 4th April at 7.30pm at the Parish Room, where we will be making our 
own entertainment and paying our annual subscriptions.  The competition that evening will 
be a plate of fairy cakes.
Coming up we have a skittles and fish and chip lunch in April. Details of the WI in Hampshire 
and other WI activities can be found at: www.hampshirewi.org.uk and if you would like to 
join our long running and thriving group, please come along or contact our President Sue 
Stewart by email at: oldbasingpres@hampshirewi.org.uk 

ST MARY'S CHURCH SUMMER FESTIVAL

OLD BASING WI

http://www.hampshirewi.org.uk
mailto:oldbasingpres@hampshirewi.org.uk
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISMENTS

We ask for submissions to the magazine and website to be made via www.basinga.org.uk using 
the web forms:

Selection for Articles/Letters and Diary Dates will be found on the “Submissions” drop down and 
for Free Ads and Concession/Poster Ads on the “Advertise with us” drop down. Paid advertising 
enquiries can also be made from the same dropdown menu.

Submissions made via the forms now provide a common input for both the magazine and website 
and are automatically routed to the member of the team responsible for processing them. 
All submissions must be received by the 10th of the month (6th in December) previous to the 
magazine issue month.

If you have trouble finding the forms, you can of course contact us and we will advise.

Our Privacy Policy is available to read on the website which includes the GDPR requirements 
for publishing photographs.

Contacts for general enquiries and assistance: 

Paid Advertising - advertising@basinga.org.uk 

Magazine and Website - editor@basinga.org.uk 

All Advertisements in the magazine and website are inserted in good faith and the Basinga 
Management Committee accepts no responsibility for any statement, omission or errors made 
by the advertisers; nor endorses the products or services advertised. The views and opinions 
expressed in the Basinga are those of the organisations, individuals and authors concerned and 
not necessarily those of the Basinga Management Committee.

ADVERTISE IN THE BASINGA

For Contract, Classified and Leaflet Distribution
 Contact advertising@basinga.org.uk 

ADVERTISERS NEWS

Welcome to Churchill Retirement Living on page 12

WANTED – DOMESTIC CLEANER

2 hours per week – £20.00 per hour 
Lychpit Area

Please call Linda 07711 342 041
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FREE ADS – BUY AND SELL
Note: All ads are processed in received date order. Ads not included this month will 
be entered in the next issue, space permitting. If you do not want your ad to appear 
later, contact the Advertising Manager (see page 42 for contact details). Ads also 
appear on the website: www.basinga.org.uk (with photographs if available)

GARDEN TILES			   FREE		  07990602551
3 types of garden tiles, variety of uses. Free, buyer collects.

MISSING CAT!				   FREE		  07564396599
Molly missing since the 21st of February, escaped from cat carrier after a visit to the vet’s 
at Chinham. Tortoiseshell with a white tip on her tail, wearing a pink collar with a little bell 
on it. Please if you see her please call 07564396599

BASINGA ADVERTISERS

The Basinga magazine is distributed free of charge to over three thousand households and 
premises in the Old Basing and Lychpit area. The magazine is produced and distributed 
by teams of volunteers. While our printing costs are covered by paid adverts from local 
businesses, without the income from adverts we would not be able to function and our 
readership's support for our advertisers is crucial in maintaining this magazine. 
When you are looking for a plumber, electrician, roofer, builder or anyone/anything else, 
please look in the Basinga first. Our advertisers are well-established and most of them 
have been with us for a long time, reliable and would welcome your custom. 
Our website www.basinga.org.uk has a list of our advertisers, either alphabetically or 
by page; from the home page choose 'OUR ADVERTISERS' and then 'OUR CONTRACT 
ADS'.

Spring is in the air and Basing Singers would like to celebrate this most promising time 
of year by inviting you to an evening of gloriously uplifting music in St Mary’s Church on 
Sunday, 30th April. The concert starts at the earlier time of 6.00pm. 
Accompanied by the wonderful church organ, the choir will herald the forthcoming 
Coronation with a glorious choice of Music for this Spring evening.  The second half of the 
concert will be a spectacular finale. Refreshments will be available.
Tickets are £12 for adults, £1 for children, available on line from Eventbrite.co.uk, 
or via mike.leaming@virginmedia.com, or Mike on 01256 471493, or any member of 
Basing Singers. We would love to see you.  Do come.
Why not join Basing Singers, we meet weekly in the Parish Room of St. Mary’s Church 
from 7.30 to 9.30pm.

BASING SINGERS CONCERT
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CONCESSION ADVERTS

PLOUGHMAN’S LUNCH
Ploughman's Lunch in the Parish Room, St Mary's Church, on Thursday, 20th April, 
at 12.25 pm. Book in advance (telephone 07946 596778) as numbers are limited. Dates 
for Ploughman’s Lunch for the rest of this year are: Thursdays, 18th May; 15th June; 
20th July; no lunch in August; 21st September; 19th October; 16th November; and 
21st December.

AGE CONCERN HAMPSHIRE
Age Concern Hampshire are offering Computer Confidence Sessions at Chineham 
Library on Wednesdays, 10am to 1pm (by appointment only).
There are 1-2-1 sessions available for the over 50s, including IT skills, setting up new 
devices and getting online as well as software and hardware issues. Please join us, all 
capabilities welcome. 
Contact us to book, email: kim.stone@ageconcernhampshire.org.uk or telephone: 
01962 868545. 

RCS (ROMSEY COMMUNITY SERVICES)
RCS (Romsey Community Services) are offering a free IT course Digital Skills In 
Everyday Life, taking place Thursdays 20th, 27th April and 4th May, from 10am to 2pm 
(all days to be attended) at Westside Community Centre, Basingstoke, RG22 6QB. 
The course builds on your confidence levels with using digital skills in everyday life. The 
course will cover; email software, word processing, sending files, creating documents, 
staying safe while navigating the internet and accessing online services.
For more details tel. 01264 359223 or email: rcsserviceseducation@gmail.com

BASINGSTOKE CONCERT BAND
Presents Sounds of Music featuring a wide variety of our favourite musicals. On Saturday, 
22th April – 7.00-9.00pm at Sherfield Park Community Centre, RG27 0FP
Tickets £10 (U16 free). Tickets can be purchased from band members, 

F.O.O.B.S SUMMER FAIR 2023
On Sunday, 2nd July , from 12.00 to 15.00 at St Mary’s Junior School. See future 
editions of Basinga for more information nearer the date.

HOME-START NORTH WEST HAMPSHIRE
Are You: A Good Listener?; Caring & Understanding?; A Parent/Grandparent/Carer?.
We are looking for Volunteers to support families in the Community. 
Volunteers benefit from 10-25 hours training over 2 to 5 weeks starting on Friday, 5th 
May 2023 at 9:30am – 2:30pm.  DBS checks will be undertaken. Call 01256-325793
Phone Number: 01256 325793   Rucstall Community Centre, RG21 3QN
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April? Already?  – You could have fooled me!
A number of countries celebrate April Fools’ Day on 
April 1st .

In Brazil the day is called “the day of lies” (Dia das Mentiras) whilst, in Iran, it is called 
Sizdah Bedar and marks the 13th day of the Persian New Year. Pranks have been played 
there on 1st April since 536 BC! 
In Greece it is thought that if you trick someone you’ll have good luck all year. 
Even the Korean royal family is allowed to lie and play pranks on the first of this month. 
Danes, Finns, Icelanders, Norwegians and Swedes all celebrate April 1st – aprilsnar  in 
Danish; aprillipäivä in Finnish – to welcome the arrival of warmer days.
Over in Portugal, things get rather messy, as the festivities include throwing flour at each 
other during the two days before Lent.  
It is believed, in some countries, that jokes should only be played in the morning. The 
general consensus being that a prankster who plays a prank after midday is the “April fool” 
themselves! 
As far back as the early 19th century, fake headlines were printed in the Brazilian press 
with one satirical newspaper popularising the tradition with the memorable announcement 
of the death of the Emperor of Brazil, Don Pedro. 
You may well remember the famous “Swiss Spaghetti Harvest” prank of 1957, where it 
was reported on the BBC’s Panorama programme that Swiss farmers were experiencing 
a bumper crop of spaghetti from their trees! Hundreds of viewers were tricked to the point 
of phoning in to question it! 
Should you contact Linguatastic to enquire about what we offer, we promise not to trick, 
lie or play a prank, whatever the day! You can ask all the questions you like, simply e-mail: 
info@linguatastic.com 

Following last months meeting it was agreed that the Women’s Section would soldier on, 
heading towards our 80th birthday in August, making every effort to recruit new members, 
perhaps by way of handing out flyers at this year’s carnival.  
Next Meeting Thursday 27th April, in the Jack Morris Hall of the RBL at 7.30pm, the 
competition being a plate of home-made cookies.  Last month’s competition was won 
by Sue Wilson for a heart shaped ring.. It has always been tradition that the group meet 
socially for a meal and this took place on the 13th March at The Spruce Goose.
Forthcoming event for the coronation is the Women’s Section are joining forces with the 
Branch to provide a tea party and the coronation will be broadcast on a big screen from 
noon on the 6th May - come and join us and help celebrate. The WS will have a tombola 
with lots of prizes to be won.
As always new members are welcome.  We meet on the 4th Thursday of each month 
at the RBL from 7.30pm

Sue Wilson - Publicity

LINGUATASTIC LANGUAGE SCHOOL

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION WOMENS SECTION
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All sizes available: 
Enquire by email to advertising@basinga.org.uk or visit

www.basinga.org.uk on the 'Advertise with us' dropdown menu 
for Contract, Classified and Flyer Distribution details.

ADVERTISE IN THE BASINGA

At no aditional cost:
All adverts appear on our website.

Adverts can be changed throughout the year.
Contract Adverts can be linked to the advertisers website and 

to an optional, advertiser supplied, write up on their 
company and its activities and can include photos.
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This month’s Working Parties will be on Saturday, 1st April at 
10.00am and Thursday, 27th April at 2.00pm – meet by the PIOCC 
noticeboard at the entrance to the Conservation Area.  We look 
forward to seeing our regular volunteers and new participants.  We 
will give you a warm welcome.  Just turn up in gardening clothes and 
bring gloves.  The tools are provided. Our Saturday morning sessions 

last about 3 hours (with a coffee break) and our Thursday afternoons about 2 hours.
Our AGM is on Tuesday, 18th April in St Mary’s Parish Room at 8.00pm. We will keep 
the business short.  Then Margaret & Tim Carr will give their illustrated talk “Tasmanian 
Wonders” exploring the wonderful scenery and wildlife of Tasmania.  We look forward to 
seeing you. 
In February, Stephen Edwards (pictured right) gave St Mary’s a 
wonderful and very informative bird ringing demonstration in the 
Conservation Area.  We were delighted in the variety of species 
and numbers ringed: a female Blackbird, 3 Long Tailed Tits (one 
weighing 7.6grams), 1 Goldfinch, 5 Blue Tits, 1 Coal Tit, 1 female 
Blackcap, 1 young Robin born last year, 1 Dunnock and a couple of 
Nuthatches, a male and a female so likely to be a pair. The female 
Nuthatch weighed 19.3g considerably heavier than the Long-tailed 
Tit. One of the Blue Tits already had a ring.  It had been ringed 
locally 2-3 years ago, probably by Stephen.  He expressed surprise 
that the Blue Tits were all mature birds, as normally they get more youngsters.
The Conservation Area is a community space for everyone to enjoy.  Perhaps you will see 
some of these lovely birds when you visit or simply enjoy the cowslips this month.
For further information please ring Fay Farrant on 01256 476863.

Margaret Carr  www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk

Many thanks to our hard-working volunteers, your efforts are 
appreciated. We are not planning another work party until October 
time since everything has started growing and the birds will be 
nesting.
What’s around this month: 

With spring underway watch out for the very early migrants; visibly the swallow and also 
you should be able to hear the breeding Blackcap and Chiffchaff singing. Other birds to 
listen out for are from the finch family – Bull Finch, Gold finch and Greenfinch. There is a 
last chance to see the Fieldfare or Brambling before they head north.
Another sign of spring are the first butterflies of the year, such as Brimstone, Small 
Tortoiseshell, Peacock and Red Admiral and maybe Orange Tip or Holly Blue as the supply 
of their food builds up.  With longer days you should also see some of the mammals 
moving through the field, such as the roe deer or a fox.
Email: millfieldnature@gmail.com                   Facebook: Mill Field Conservation Group

CHURCHYARD CONSERVATION GROUP (PIOCC)

THE MILL FIELD LOCAL NATURE RESERVE

http://www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk
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LENT

Dear Friends

I’m writing this piece in the exciting couple of ‘snow days’ which we scored at 
the beginning of March.  I suspect that no child was more delighted than me to 
discover ‘snowman’ standard snow all around us.  Indeed,  judging by the num-
ber of young friends I encountered clutching various chunks of snowy ice on the 
second day - I was very much not alone!  

Sadly my baby snowman is no more and even my large snowman is developing 
more of a lopsided grin with every passing moment.  They are, quite literally, 
fading away.  

Lent is a time of ‘re-turning’ to God - turning again and thinking again; turning 
from the old, hidden you and me and ‘becoming'.  I have been encouraging the 
Juniors - and anyone coming into church - to be ‘the best you’ - the ‘you you were 
made to be by God’ - unapologetically you.  

For this is the message of the Gospel of Love - the life, death and resurrection 
life of Jesus Christ.  Not a life of hiding or fading gently away, being ashamed to 
be different or quirky or not going with the dominant voice; but unashamedly 
nurturing and nourishing the goodness and life within each and everyone of 
us - therefore enabling each and every one of us to be the best that we can be.

My message to us all - myself included - is to turn 
again to the goodness within and allow this to grow 
- unashamedly in the image of God - becoming that 
whole, new life whom we are all called to be by Crea-
tor God - a being who embraces and welcomes those 
around in all of their diverse beauty - a being who 
gently lives that new life and new promise which 
Easter offers in the name of the risen Christ to each 
and every one of us.  

Be whole, be you!

There is a full programme of events at St. Mary’s during Holy Week and Easter 
- come and join us - you are very welcome.

Blessings and Love,

Jo
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REGULAR SERVICES
Sunday		 8.00am  	 BCP Communion 
		  9.30am 		 Sung Eucharist
Monday 	 8.45am		  Morning Prayer
Wednesday 	 10.00am	 Holy Communion
Thursday	 8.45am		  Morning Prayer
Friday 		  8.45am		  Morning Prayer

All are welcome to join us – please just come along.  
If you’d like to join the 9.30am Sunday service from home, you can do so via St Mary’s 
Facebook page Up to date details of all services are available on the St Mary’s website: 
www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER
We would love you to join us as we journey together through Holy Week and Easter 
together this year. 
Sunday, 2nd April		  9:30am 	 Palm Sunday service 
Gather at the Infants School car park to process to church at 9:20am if you would like to.
			   4:00pm 	 Reflective Taize Service 
Monday, 3rd April		  7.00pm	 Stations of the Cross
Tuesday, 4th  April		 7.00pm	 Stations of the Cross
Wednesday. 5th April	 7:00pm	 Stations of the Cross
Thursday 6th April		 7:00pm 	 Maundy Thursday service 
Friday, 7th April 		  Good Friday 
			   Noon to 1.00pm an hour of silent reflection. 
			   1.00 to 2.00pm an hour of music and readings suitable for 

the day and 
			   2.00 to 3.00pm a liturgy based on the Cross. 

Come for as long as you are able, arrive and leave when you can.
Saturday 8th April 		 7.45pm 	 Easter Vigil 
Sunday 9th April,		  8.00am 	 BCP Holy Communion service 
			   9:30am 	 Family Communion service 

FLOWERS IN THE CHURCH
At St Mary’s we are very fortunate to have a team of flower arrangers who enhance the 
beauty of the church with their arrangements. 
If you’d like to donate towards the cost of an arrangement in memory of a loved one please 
do get in touch with Debbie on 07541 698235.

ST MARY'S CHURCH

Continued on page 24
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BASINGSTOKE FOODBANK – THANK YOU
A huge thank you to everyone who is supporting the Foodbank at this time. The Foodbank 
is experiencing an increased demand at present. A reminder that we have a collection 
point outside the church or please drop items off to the Co-op on Linden Avenue or Tesco 
at Chineham. For a list of needed items that are in particularly short supply please visit the 
website: www.basingstoke.foodbank.org.uk
WEDDINGS AND BAPTISMS AT ST MARY’S
Did you know that if you live in the parish of Old Basing and Lychpit, or have a strong link 
to the parish (what we call a “qualifying connection”) you may be able to marry at St Mary’s. 
Please do get in touch if you’d like to explore the possibility of having your wedding at St 
Mary’s. We also welcome all baptism enquiries.
PASTORAL SUPPORT
If you would like pastoral support please contact Revd. Jo by phone:  01256 363612, email: 
vicar@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk  or contact Debbie (details as above)
HALL FOR HIRE
The Parish Room at St Mary’s Church, including the kitchen, is available for hire. There 
is availability for both regular bookings and one-off bookings. All enquiries to Debbie 
WEEKLY BULLETIN
Every week we send out a bulletin with information about what is happening at the church. 
If you’d like to be added to our distribution list please contact Debbie. We are also able to 
hand deliver bulletins to those without internet access.

Old Basing Carnival is back: Here is everything you need to know about the procession;
The Theme: We’re celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the carnival which makes this year’s 
theme very easy – ‘Gold’ (we’ll accept yellow too). 
The Entries: Under 5; Under 7 (inc. Rainbow’s and Beavers);  Under 11 (inc. Cubs and 
Brownies);  Mixed Ages; Senior
Judging starts at 11:30, Judges will be announced soon!
The Route: We recognize that 100% of the procession is on foot, with little legs making 
the journey we have chosen to start this year at the Football ground on Crown Lane, we’ll 
take a left and walk down the street and onto the Rec. There will be a road closure on both 
roads for the duration of the procession. 
The Viner Cup: The Viner cup will be presented to the best-in-show entry. 
The Safety Bit: Whilst we ask that each entry manages and takes responsibility for their 
own group of children, we will be providing wristbands for all entries, these can be used 
to add emergency contact information on the inside, and it also allows free access to the 
arena. There will be a full road closure in accordance with local regulations and full liability 
insurance will be in place. 
Get involved: If you are interested in taking part in the procession, please email Vicky for 
entry information at: oldbasingcarnival@gmail.com

OLD BASING CARNIVAL

Continued from page 23

mailto:oldbasingcarnival@gmail.com
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As the frosty veneer of winter melts away and the earth mellows for spring, you may notice 
little flurries of activity around your garden. Perhaps a robin is collecting leaves, or a song 
thrush is searching for a suitable place to settle.
A small number of brave garden birds are already preparing for breeding, while others 
may even have started laying their eggs, flying in the face of their species’ normal nesting 
patterns. Early nesting is a risky move, but every year a daring few throw caution to the 
wind and get started well ahead of time.
So, why take such a risk? Well, the earlier that birds start to breed, the more offspring they 
can produce in a season, meaning they can spread their genes far and wide. Typically, 
it will be older, more mature birds that attempt this tactic, as they have the necessary 
knowledge and experience to give them a fighting chance of overcoming the challenges it 
brings (last year’s hatchlings still have much to learn).
Some species, however, nest early in the year as a matter of course. Rooks and carrion 
crows, for example, have eggs in the nest by mid-March. One reason for this is the early 
bird really does catch the worm; it is much easier to find earth worms in March when the 
soil is damp than later in the year when the ground becomes warmer and drier. Mistle 
thrushes adopt a similar strategy, and an added benefit for them is that predatory birds, 
such as jays, have not yet begun searching for eggs and young birds.
The long-tailed tit (right) is another early breeder. 
It is essential they get an early start as long-tailed 
tits are tasked with building what is perhaps the 
most labour-intensive nest in Britain.
These tiny, industrious birds – sometimes called 
‘flying teaspoons’ on account of their distinctive 
‘lollipop stick’ tail that is bigger than their small, 
round body – create soft domes from thousands 
of pieces of moss, which they glue together with 
strands of sticky cobweb. Lichen fragments are then sprinkled on to create a protective 
camouflage, before the nest is lined with feathers for warmth. It takes around three weeks 
to build, but the end result is a comfortable, cosy home - the perfect place to start a family.
The demands of building a nest, laying eggs and rearing young are enormous, and a bird 
must be in peak physical condition to succeed. You can give local birds a helping hand by 
providing them with protein-rich food such as dried mealworms.
Find out more ways to help wildlife by visiting the Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife 
Trust website at hiwwt.org.uk

The Show Committee would like to thank Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council, and 
in particular the support of Cllr Onnalee Cubitt, for the generous grant which has enabled 
them to purchase a gazebo, tables and “Sum Up” machines for use at the Old Basing 
Carnival in June and at the Village Show in September. This will enable us to take card 
payments for all your purchases of plants and other items, and it is hoped that this will 
increase the success of our events in the future.

Dennis Cole

THE EARLY BIRD CATCHES THE WORM – HIWWT

OLD BASING AND LYCHPIT VILLAGE SHOW
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Not long to wait now until the cafe is back to weekly opening, commencing on 21st April. 
Come along and join us on Friday afternoons between 2.00 and 4.00pm in the Parish 
room. 
The cafe is planning a Coronation themed afternoon on 5th May and to celebrate the 
King’s Coronation, we will be offering a free slice of cake to anyone in our community 
with a birthday on 6th May. Get in touch via our Facebook page and visit the cafe during 
opening hours on 5th May, providing proof of date of birth, and you can enjoy a slice of 
cake on us. If you have a 6th May birthday but are unable to visit us due to health or 
mobility issues, please get in touch and we will endeavour to deliver to your doorstep. 

Because of the fantastic support you give 
us, we have recently been able to support 
two sectors of our community. We have 
donated to St Mary’s Junior School to 
enable them to buy some new sports and 
games equipment for the pupils, following a 
refurbishment of their playground area. We 
received this lovely thank you letter from the 
children.
We were also delighted to provide an 
afternoon tea to the members of the Ivy 
Club Our bakers provided a selection of 
cakes and the British Legion staff kindly 
provided sandwiches. It’s a pleasure for 
us to be able to support all members of 
our community and the Ivy Club were very 
grateful and enjoyed a lovely afternoon.

VILLAGE CAFE

We now have two new volunteers, Debbie Dooley and Peter Watson who are most welcome 
helping us to get back to the number of volunteers we first had when we started in 2016.  
Please remember we are here to help our local community, any age, transport for visits 
to the hospital, doctors, dentists, clinics, collection of prescriptions and if you need some 
shopping we are here to help, or spending some time with someone who needs a little bit of 
company. If you feel you are able to fulfil this role then please volunteer. Good Neighbours 
is all about kindness, doing something nice for someone Our number is 03330440116, 
please get in touch.

Sue Wilson (Chairman)

OLD BASING AND LYCHPIT GOOD NEIGHBOURS
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All sizes available: 
Enquire by email to advertising@basinga.org.uk or visit

www.basinga.org.uk on the 'Advertise with us' dropdown menu 
for Contract, Classified and Flyer Distribution details.

ADVERTISE IN THE BASINGA

At no aditional cost:
All adverts appear on our website.

Adverts can be changed throughout the year.
Contract Adverts can be linked to the advertisers website and 

to an optional, advertiser supplied, write up on their 
company and its activities and can include photos.
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This month I’d like to introduce another of our cafe team, Jo Gough, who I am sure many 
of you will recognise. Jo has looked after innumerable children in her role as a child-minder 
over the years but has now retired from this and is enjoying her many other pastimes. As 
usual, I put few fun questions to Jo to help you get to know her a bit better.

What got you involved with the Cafe? I love baking 
and chatting and the cafe is the perfect place for two of 
my favourite pastimes.
Favourite pastime? Other than the above, I love walking 
my lovely dog, Millie, going to the theatre, meeting up 
with friends, pottering in the garden, and I’m a great 
faffer.
Netflix or book? I’m not a great Netflix fan so a good 
book would be my choice.
Favourite tipple? I love a good gin and tonic, equally 
love a delicious cocktail and am partial to a red wine.
Signature dish? This is quite a difficult one as I don’t 
really have a specific dish but love going on food 
adventures and trying different cultural dishes. Mind you, 
I do think the English roast is hard to beat.

Favourite holiday destination? There are so many beautiful places both here in the UK 
and overseas, I could never pick a favourite.
We look forward to seeing you all at the cafe, with weekly opening from the end of April, 
there are more dates you might be able to make so do pop along when you can, a warm 
welcome and delicious cake awaits.

Deborah Thorne

VILLAGE CAFE II

LOCAL GP TO RUN 10 MILES FOR ECG MACHINE

Old Basing Health Centre urgently needs a new ECG Machine. 
One of the Practice Partners of Old Basing and Odiham Health Centre, Dr Jessica Pizzotti 
along with popular Paramedic Jason Rausch will be running the 10-mile Hook Road race 
on 21st May to raise money for the much-needed machine.
ECG machines are important to help the medical team at the surgery diagnose or exclude 
problems with patients hearts. Since the current machine failed, patients who need an 
ECG travel to Odiham which can be inconvenient and at times, impossible.
Dr Pizzotti said: “I’m slightly nervous but looking forward to the event. We’d been 
brainstorming ways to help us fund this piece of equipment and this idea will help us to 
raise the awareness of looking after your heart whilst raising a few pounds towards our 
goal!”
Show your support to these NHS heroes and come along on the day to cheer them along! More 
details can be found at www.hookfunrun.com If you’d like to make a donation a page has 
been set up at: www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/oldbasinghealthcentreneedsecg  
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Probus Club hears about what happened after the Titanic went down.
April 15th this year is the 111th anniversary of the sinking of the Titanic. This was the worst 
civilian marine disaster in history with the loss of 1,500 lives. 

Ian Porter, the speaker at the latest meeting of the Probus 
Club of Basingstoke, is a journalist, author and historian, 
and has particular interest in what happened after the 
unsinkable ship went down only 2 hours 40 minutes after 
that fateful collision with an iceberg.
What happened in the 20 lifeboats, containing mainly 
women and children from first and second-class, most of 
which had spare capacity to take many men? Lifeboats, 
greater in number than 16 required under law at that time 
had been designed to ferry passengers to nearby rescue 
vessels. They had none or insufficient provisions to sustain 
life and protection for periods at sea. Resulting changes to 
maritime law can be seen with the sophisticated design, 
and number, of lifeboats on today’s cruise ships. 

Would the vessels on the North Atlantic 
at the time of this disaster have rescued 
more if they had responded differently? 
One stopped in an ice field to await day 
light, one ship’s radio operator ignored the 
distress call from the Titanic because he 
had a backlog of message to send, another 
ship’s radio operator had gone off duty and 
another ship ignored white distress flares. 
Today the requirement is to have a radio 
operator on duty 24 hours.
Nowadays watertight compartments are as described whereas the Titanic had safety doors 
which allowed water to pass over the top and fill the next compartment. Was the best type 
of rivet used in the ship’s construction? How did the newspapers report the story in New 
York and London? What happened at the official inquiries held in New York and London 
which concluded that best naval practice of the day had been followed?
See www.probusbasingstoke.club for more information about this social club for retired 
professional and business managers.

PROBUS

LYCHPIT COMMUNITY RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

Lychpit Community Residents Association has posted the following dates for meetings in 
2023. All meetings will take place in the Lychpit Community Hall.
Wednesday, May 28th at 10.00am	
Tuesday, 22nd  August at 6.30pm
Sunday, 26th November at 6.30pm

http://www.probusbasingstoke.club
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To advertise here contact 
advertising@basinga.org.uk
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“April is the cruellest month, breeding lilacs out of the dead land, mixing memory and 
desire, stirring dull roots with spring rain”, according to T S Eliot in The Waste Land.
I don’t know about the cruellest, April is the busiest time in the garden, but you shouldn’t 
panic, tackle one job at a time and you’ll get it all done. Remember to  take time to enjoy 
this most precious of months. If we are blessed with fine weather spend some time out to 
sit in the sun and admire any colour you have in the garden. While you are sitting there no 
need to be totally idle, take a note of any gaps in your spring planting to order any bulbs in 
the autumn for next year.
Due to the cold and wet soil at this time, early sowings outside may prove difficult, but by 
warming up the soil of prepared areas with cloches it will protect from not only frost but also 
rain. It’s advisable to leave the cloches in place for at least two or three weeks. Remove 
them temporarily to rake the soil prior to seed sowing and planting out of young seedlings, 
then replace the cloches to give the young plants a good start.
For carrots sown under cover last month, now is the time to thin them out! You will achieve 
much bigger crops this way. For those without the luxury of a greenhouse, or other such 
covers as cloches as just described, you may plant your carrot seeds out in the soil. Carrot 
fly can be a real pain, they will burrow in and destroy your carrots. Although they are a 
fly, they have poor wings and cannot fly above 15 cm (6 ins) off the ground, therefore one 
such way to combat them is to grow them in pots off the ground! Avoid thinning out in the 
daytime, as the smell will attract them, wait until evening. Speaking of smell, it can be 
masked by sowing carrots between rows of onions and garlic in an attempt to confuse the 
fly. If all else fails, cover with fleece!
There are many more things to sow in the vegetable garden, beetroot, peas and broccoli 
to name but a few. Plant out new strawberry beds this month, making sure to incorporate 
plenty of well-rotted manure to get them off to a good start. I find that the slugs and snails 
get to ground-grown strawberries however, I prefer to grow mine in hanging baskets, where 
they trail over the edge in a lovely display, or if you fancy a fun project, you can grow them 
in an upturned pallet. (Look online for detailed instructions!)
Remember to feed your plants this month, after a long winter shrubs, trees and hedges are 
putting out a lot of new growth and are hungry! Use a slow, balanced fertilizer for shrubs, 
trees and hedges, and fork it into the soil around the trunk. Roses are very greedy and 
really do well with a good feed as they put out new growth. I like to sprinkle blood, fish and 
bone powder around my over-wintering onions and garlic, and work that in very gently to 
the soil.
Plant chitted-potatoes when the weather allows, it does not want to be too cold, I usually 
leave it until the last week in April, better to be late and let them catch up than risk having 
no potatoes at all!
Houseplants are becoming more active now the hours of daylight are increasing. They 
may put on a lot of growth and require more watering than usual. Citrus plants will be doing 
the same; they will need more regular feeding and much more regular watering (always 
use rainwater). It is a good idea to re-pot a lemon tree each spring, increasing the pot size 
by three inches each time, until it sits in a 50 to 60 cm (1ft 8 in to 2 foot) - wide pot.
A final reminder to watch out for frosts when fruit trees are blossoming. Pear is especially 
vulnerable as it blossoms early. Protect with fleece as necessary.

APRIL IN YOUR GARDEN
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As I start to write, 8th March, I’ve realised that we are now officially in Spring but the 
cold north-easterly with snow showers are telling me different and judging by next weeks’ 
forecast it’s not going to improve much.  So, the March adage of  ‘In like a lion and out like 
a Lamb’ may well prove to be exactly that this year.
Congratulations to Stephen Thair of Park Lane as he became the first correspondent to 
sight frog spawn and butterflies this year, not in the same place I hasten to add.  He first 
noted clumps of spawn in his pond on February 18th which is reasonably early but not a 
record and it was certainly not evident in large quantities, as has been seen a few years 
back. Then, the next day a Peacock and a Brimstone butterfly were on the wing in his 
garden as the winter sun briefly shone.
Another great photograph from the Millfield 
by Jim Andrews, this time a beautiful little 
Firecrest (right), Britain’s joint smallest bird 
(a title shared with the Goldcrest).  Jim also 
noted a Great White Egret flying over the 
same area the day before, a bird beginning 
to have a wider territory in the UK but 
nowhere near as common as the familiar 
Little Egret. 

I never tire of seeing Red Kite photos either, 
so I just had to put in Anthony Hutton’s super 
shot of this one landing (left).  

Terry McAnish always has active bird 
feeders in his garden and captured the true 
colours of this Greenfinch (right) seeing off 
a Dunnock on its sunflower seed lunch!
Much has been written about the incursion 
of sewage into Britain’s rivers and the 
precious and delicate balance of life in 
chalk streams like the Loddon and Lyde. 
This has been threatened several times by 
the intransigence of the water companies 
to fool-proof their systems which might 
prevent these issues occurring.  Couple this 
with the speed that these same companies 
are happy to extract GOOD water from the 
rivers then it gives one a good idea of the 

NATURE NOTES FOR APRIL
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stresses put on our rarest of commodities, pure chalk stream water. 
Not only are initiatives in hand to protect these rivers but efforts are also being made to try 
and reinstate the creatures that have gone or are fast dwindling away within, and these 
range from invertebrates to amphibians, birds, fish and mammals.  Water quality is not the 
only culprit however, the presence of mink is one that has contributed greatly to the rapid 
disappearance of voles, Kingfishers and wild brown trout.      
A concerted effort is therefore being made, with assistance (we hope) from the Borough 
Council, Wildlife England and private landowners, to try and rid the Loddon valley of these 
voracious predators.    
No easy task but we must try or our children may never get the opportunity to see the 
delightful Water Vole paddling frantically across a stream or glimpsing that electric blue 
flash as a Kingfisher speeds back home with his catch.    

Rick Bourne.  
Don’t forget to send all your nature related stories and photos to rickbourne@yahoo.com 
or naturenotes@basinga.org.uk  For all your bird food requirements, order from me at 
‘Bird Drop-ins’ use the former email address or ring/text me on 07900 648675 to place an 
order or get a form.

OLD BASING ALLOTMENT AND GARDEN SOCIETY

The Trading Hut at Riley Lane (opposite the Bolton Arms) will be opening every Sunday 
in April from 10.30am to noon for your gardening sundries.
A date for your diary is 14th May when OBAGS will be holding a plant sale and raffle 
from 10.30 to 11.30am at the Riley Lane allotments.  Do come along and grab a bargain!  
All are welcome.  Tea and coffee will be available.
Visit the OBAGS website for more information at Old Basing Allotment & Garden Society 
website: (obags.uk) 
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For details of services and events at St Mary’s Church please see page 23
DIARY DATES FOR APRIL 2023

BASINGA EXTRA

APRIL
Sat 1 10.00am – 1.00pm PIOCC Working Party. Meet at noticeboard.

11.00am – 4.00pm Basing  House opens. See page 4 form full details.

Sun 2 10.30am – noon OBAGS Trading Hut will be open in Riley Lane.

Tue 4 7.30pm Old Basing WI meeting, Parish Room, St. Mary's Church.

7.30pm Parish Council Meeting. Recreation Ground. See p 7.

Thu 6 8.00pm – 9.00pm 
RBL Branch Monthly Meeting in the Jack Morris Hall.  ALL 
members of Old Basing Club and Branch are invited  attend.

Sun 9 10.30am – noon OBAGS Trading Hut will be open in Riley Lane.

Mon 10 6.00pm Deadline for May Copy to Basinga Editor. See page 3 for details.
Wed 12 7.45pm BDRS meeting. Lynton and Barnstable Railway talk.

Sun 16 10.30 – noon OBAGS Trading Hut will be open in Riley Lane.

Tue 18 8.00pm
PIOCC AGM in St. Mary's Parish Room. Talk by Tim and 
Margaret Carr – "Tasmanian Wonders".

Fri 21 2.00pm – 4.00pm Village Cafe at St. Mary's Parish Room.

Sat 22 7.00pm – 9.00pm Basingstoke Concert Band at Sherfield Park Centre.

Sun 23 9.00am St. Michael's Hospice Walk on Farleight Wallop Estate.

10.30am – noon OBAGS Trading Hut will be open in Riley Lane.

Wed 26 7.45pm BDRS meeting. Isle of Man talk by David Brace.

Thu 27 2.00pm – 4.00pm PIOCC Working Party. Meet at noticeboard.

7.30pm RBL Women's Section General Meeting. Plate of Cookies.

Fri 28 2.00pm – 4.00pm Village Cafe at St. Mary's Parish Room.

Sun 30 10.30am – noon OBAGS Trading Hut will be open in Riley Lane.

6.00pm Basing Singers Spring Concert at St. Mary's Church.
			 

This month we were unable to include every article that we received, or submitted long 
after the deadline. Content listed below is available on our website: www.basinga.org.uk
Anvil Arts – What's on			   Basingstoke Voluntary Action	
Civil Service Retirement Fellowship	 Citizen's Advice – Universal Credit
RCS –	 Digital Skills Course		  RCS – Jewellery Course
Basingstoke Leisure Park			  Riverfly Monitoring Initiative
Rotary Round-up			   St. Michael's Hospice – Movie Night
St. Michael's Hospice – Hospice Walk	 Crime Prevention Poster



39

Now open in Belle Vue Rd 
Old Basing.

Hairdressing for the whole 
family.

01256 357333
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EDITOR: Colin Follett, 101 The Street, Old Basing, RG24 7DA 01256 326909
LAYOUT ADVISOR AND ASSISTANT EDITOR: Lyn Caswell 07909 962141
ASSISTANT EDITOR: Trevor Short, 4 Belle Vue Road, Old Basing 01256 354549
SECRETARY: Graham Merry, 40 Linden Avenue, Old Basing, RG24 7HS 01256 463908
TREASURER: Andy Grove, 30 Pyotts Copse, Old Basing, RG24 8WE 07918 644187
ADVERTISING MANAGER: Lou Eddy, 66D The Street, RG24 7BY 07879 637899
DISTRIBUTION: 
Old Basing Area: Peter Watson, 19 Priory Gardens, Old Basing, RG24 7DS 01256 352299
Lychpit Area: Andrée McLean, 6 Pimpernel Way, Lychpit, RG24 8SS 01256 819006
WEBMASTER: Alan Morris, 29 Lingfield Close, Old Basing, RG24 7ED 01256 329417

   OLD BASING & LYCHPIT PARISH COUNCIL 
CLERK: Sandra Tuck 01256 462847
OFFICE AND HOURS: The Pavilion, The Recreation Ground
Monday to Thursday 10am to noon

   CHURCH INFORMATION FOR THE AREA

Church of England (Parish of Old Basing & Lychpit)
VICAR: Revd. Jo Mulliner    The Vicarage, Church Lane, Old Basing.                               01256 363612
                                             email: vicar@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk    
ADMINISTRATOR: Debbie Filer   email: admin@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk 07541 698235

Regular Services at St Mary’s Church, Old Basing 
SUNDAY: 8am Holy Communion; 9.30am Sung Eucharist and Junior Church
OTHER DAYS: Wednesday, 10am – Holy Communion; Monday, Thursday and 
Friday, 8.45am – Morning Prayer
Changes to the regular service pattern and other weekday services are shown
in the weekly news-sheet, a copy of which is displayed on the noticeboard in
the church porch

Old Basing Methodist Church
MINISTER: Rev'd David Jenkins 0118 3271592 

07973 195566
SUNDAY SERVICE: Morning Service 10.30am

Roman Catholic
PRIEST:  Fr Dominic Adeiza 01256 465214
St Bede’s Church, Popley Way, Basingstoke  
SUNDAY MASSES: 9am, 11am and 6pm

l

l

l
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