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AUGUST NOTES AND NEWS

This month's cover photograph, taken by Hannah Green, is called 'To the Beach', and 
most appropriate as lockdown eases and there seems to be a mad rush to the coast every 
time the sun comes out. See page 13 for more detail. Scarecrow photos by Hannah are 
included throughout this issue.
Temporary changes have been made to the Old Basing area delivery method this month. 
If you live just over the Parish boundary you may have received a surprised copy of the 
magazine and we hope you enjoyed the read. This was not an error, you are in ‘our’ 
postcode, you need not contact us and hopefully our delivery will be back to normal for the 
September issue.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE BASINGA
We welcome both regular and occasional items for the Basinga. The very last date for 
copy to the Editor for the September edition is 6.00pm on Monday, 10th August. Please 
use the forms on the Basinga website: www.basinga.org.uk to get your dates, articles 
and letters to us (see box on page 15 for further instructions). All advertising enquiries – 
classified, free adverts or inserts ( flyers) can also be made via the website. Don’t forget 
that we only accept articles with about a 300 word maximum.

PHOTOS AND LOGOS FOR THE BASINGA  
If any reader would like to offer a photograph of the village environment we would be 
happy to receive them, either for immediate use or to build up a portfolio of ‘village views’ 
that we can use when appropriate. 
We now have a web form that you can use to send a photograph for the website archive 
and possible use in the magazine, you simply go to www.basinga.org.uk and the form 
can be found on the 'Contributors Submission' drop-down menu. 
Should you wish to submit multiple or a series of photos they can be emailed but please 
read the instructions on the photo form for details. This feature should NOT be used for 
Free Ads or Article photos, which can be attached to their own forms.
We continue to make changes to the presentation of the Basinga and we welcome club 
and society logos, with the option to use them within articles. Please send graphics to 
editor@basinga.org.uk

Webmaster
Our Webmaster will shortly be stepping down from Basinga Extra, leaving a vacancy for 
a capable IT person to manage the Basinga Website and photograph archive. 
We need someone with general IT skills and in particular, experience with Wordpress, 
which is the application we use to support our website. If you think that this might be you, 
please get in touch with the editor: editor@basinga.org.uk
Advertising Manager
After 30 years involvement in various roles with the Basinga, our current Advertising 
Manager is retiring; we are therefore looking for a replacement. The role covers the 

SITUATIONS VACANT – HELP NEEDED
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administration of advertisers enquires (not selling) through to ordering and liaison with 
other members of the production team who place the advertisements into the magazine 
and website. The candidate should be familiar with the use of MS Word and Excel for 
record keeping. Full handover training will be given. 
If you're interested or would like further information contact advertising@basinga.org.uk 

Basinga Team

The Old Basing shop can be found in the parade along Belle 
Vue Road. We re-opened the shop on Wednesday, July 1st and 
welcomed many happy customers. The shop has been very busy 
since then. There are safety measures in place for both staff and 
customers. With less merchandise on display, customers have 

more room to move around the shop. Hand sanitiser station on entry and distance markers 
help everyone feel safe. Our new opening times are Wednesday to Saturday, 10.00am 
to 4.00pm. We will only accept donations on a Saturday morning and reserve the right to 
decline contributions if our storage space becomes full. This is a temporary change until 
circumstances allow us to revert to our normal opening hours. We are looking forward to 
seeing many more of our friends and shoppers in the coming weeks and we thank you all 
for your continued support.

Sue Cameron and her volunteers.

A sweet/savoury pickle to complement cold meat and cheese
Ingredients:
600ml (1pt) Malt vinegar  225g (8oz) ready to eat dried apricots quartered
450g (1lb) Pumpkin peeled, seeds removed and cut into pieces
Rind and juice of 1 orange 10ml (2 tsp) coriander seeds
4 cardamom pods  1 large onion, finely sliced
5ml (1 tsp) cayenne pepper 2.5cm (1”) fresh root ginger grated
450g (1lb) soft brown sugar
Method:
Place all the ingredients except the 
sugar in a large pan and simmer 
for 20 minutes until the pumpkin 
softens.
Add the sugar and simmer 
uncovered for about one hour 
stirring occasionally until the 
chutney has a thick pulpy 
constituency.
Spoon into warm sterilised jars, seal label and store for up to one month.

Linda Frawley

ODIHAM COTTAGE HOSPITAL CHARITY SHOP

SWEET PUMPKIN MARMALADE CHUTNEY
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RECREATION FACILITIES
As lock-down measures have eased, parish facilities have re-opened. The children’s play 
areas at the recreation ground and Belle Vue re-opened on 4th July and the MUGA is now 
also open with a new overhead net fitted to prevent balls being kicked over the fence. 
Users are reminded that distancing measures should still be observed and numbers using 
the MUGA at any one time is limited to 10.
Automatic hand sanitisers have been installed in the Old Basing and Belle Vue play areas 
- hopefully, these will be used sensibly and not vandalised! It is, however, recommended 
that anyone using the play or adult exercise equipment should bring their own sanitiser 
and wipes or a cloth for use before and after using the equipment. If any facility looks busy, 
please move to something else or come back another time.
The public toilets are also open to facilitate the increase in use of the recreation ground 
and will be cleaned daily throughout the summer. Please observe distancing measures 
as far as possible in this area and use the hand-washing facilities and sanitiser available.
We have already seen an increase in use of the grounds during the fine weather in June 
and while most users observed the rules and enjoyed a picnic or get together with friends 
and family, others ignored all signs, allowing their dogs to run loose on the field and some 
users even held barbecues. Sports equipment has also been damaged - football goals 
padlocked and stored at the rear of the office were removed, broken and left strewn on the 
recreation ground and the cricket nets vandalised, resulting in many hundreds of pounds 
worth of damage.
Litter has more than doubled and despite bins being emptied more frequently and the 
weekly bin collection increased, it is disappointing to see the amount of litter just left lying 
around. Please help us keep the grounds tidy by using the bins provided or if they are full, 
take your litter home or find another bin.
ALLOTMENTS
Allotment holders have recently reported produce and other items being 
stolen so if you are visiting your allotment be aware of what is happening 
on neighbouring plots. There have been a number of new plot holders 
in the last few months so you may not always recognise your neighbour 
which has made it even more difficult to monitor any activity but if you do 
have concerns, please let the Parish Council know.
PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
The next two meetings are Tuesday, 4th August and 1st September at 7.30pm. These 
continue to be held remotely but anyone wishing to “attend” is welcome. Agendas are 
published on our website and notice boards in the usual way with full details of how to 
“attend”.
Parish Clerk: Mrs Sandra Tuck Assistant Clerk: Mrs Kate Hope
Address: The Pavilion, Recreation Ground, The Street, Old Basing, RG24 7DA.
Telephone: 01256 462847 Office Hours: Monday to Thursday, 10.00am to noon 
Mobile: 07507 514498 (emergencies only) 
Email: clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk.   Website: www.oldbasing.gov.uk

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
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LOCAL SHOPPING INFORMATION

Support our local shops, The latest information has been obtained directly or via the shop 
websites. If you find the details below are incorrect then please let us know at using the 
e-mail:  advertising@basinga.org.uk 
OLIVER’S 
The Delivery Service has now been suspended to allow the Restaurant to reopen and 
the Take-away Service to continue with the reduced number of staff available. Opening 
hours are Wednesday to Saturday, noon to 8.00pm. For Take-aways see instruction at 
“Queue Here” window on arrival. Visit: www.olivers4fish.co.uk for their menu. 
OLD BASING CONVENIENCE STORE 
For the period of the emergency the Old Basing Convenience Store are providing a home 
delivery service of essential goods to vulnerable residents in isolation in the Old Basing 
area. Minimum spend of £10. Deliveries (no additional charge) take place Wednesdays, 
Fridays and Sundays. Telephone orders to Raj on 01256 464020 who will advise 
payment and arrangements for delivery. Contact can also be made via their Facebook 
page. Shop open Monday to Saturday 7.30am to 5.30pm; Sunday, 8.00am to 4.30pm.
THE BOLTON ARMS 
The Bolton Arms plan to have reopened from the 9th July, pre booking only. See their 
website  www.thebolton.com for full details.
They will continue to deliver from their suppliers a wide range of products, from raw 
ingredients to toiletries and drinks (even alcohol !), plus their own menu of home-cooked 
foods. Open Monday to Saturday 5.00pm to 8.00pm; Sunday,  noon to 3.30pm. Please 
contact them with your requirements on chef@thebolton.com or 01256 819457 or 819555 
(both have answer-phones). Deliveries to vulnerable residents normally within 24 hours.
THE CROWN
The Crown is now open for normal business Monday to Thursday, noon to 10.00pm. 
Friday and Saturday 9.00am to midnight. Sunday from 9.00am to 8.00pm. Telephone: 
01256 321424. 
CROMWELL INDIAN CUISINE 
Cromwell Indian Cuisine, Lychpit, is open for orders 5.30 to 10.00pm, except Mondays 
when closed. Delivery available. Telephone. 01256 476828.
BASING CHINESE TAKEAWAY 
Basing Chinese Takeaway is open Monday to Saturday, from 5.00pm to 9.00pm. 
Telephone: 01256 841818.
CO-OP
Co-op open daily from 9.00am to 8.00pm, and also from 8.00am to 9.00am for elderly 
residents. Telephone. 01256 362845.
TESCO EXPRESS
Tesco Express, Lychpit, is open from 7.00am to 11.00pm. Telephone: 0345 0269191
DAY LEWIS PHARMACY 
Pharmacy open Monday to Friday 9.00am to 6.00pm  Telephone: 01256 477267.
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What can I say………Old Basing and Lychpit you are absolutely amazing!  The time, effort, 
imagination, and innovation that went into designing and placing your scarecrows was 
just staggering. I hope that you saw some of them in the Gazette and all 80 of them on 
Facebook, for those who use it, search for 'Old Basing Carnival'.  A selection of scarecrow 
photographs are contained in this magazine, including this month's cover photo.
I cannot thank Hannah Green enough for coming up with the idea, taking all the pictures, 
posting them, and taking the time and effort to come up with the scarecrow trail. Thank you 
too, to Hannah and Sarah Adams for getting in touch with everyone, motivating others to 
get involved and for Sarah for designing the survey monkey, from which we received 83 
responses. 
The biggest thank you goes to the 80 of you that enabled this to happen, put smiles on 
people’s faces, gave purpose to some peoples walks, brought colour to the villages and 
was quite a bit of fun.
The survey monkey results indicated that those who did scarecrows did so as they had 
time, as on furlough / off and / or kids were off school. Majority had heard about the 
event through Facebook, however interestingly just over half that responded had not put a 
scarecrow up. What was lovely to hear was that 70% said they are likely to do again next 
year and another 23% saying maybe – so fingers crossed we may have even more next 
year. What was overwhelming was that 80% indicated they would like it run the same as 
this year with no competitive element – so great to see some amazing community spirit. 
My favourite, the scarecrow trail map, with 75% saying they found the map really useful;  
well done Hannah.
The art competition did not receive as many entries however those we did received were 
brilliant. We received one entry in the under 5 section and three in for the 6 to 10 group. 
The committee have decided that we will award all the entrants the prize of a £10 art 
voucher.  Well done and thank you for participating – Matteo, Emmy, Holly and Robin.
We look forward to seeing you for our postponed 50th Carnival on Saturday, 19th June 
2021 where the theme will be “50 Golden Years – anything goes”. If you have any 
pictures from across those 50 years, please do share copies with us – we hope to have a 
display at the carnival next year.
So until then, thank you to all that have supported us over the years and for the amazing 
efforts so far, if you have any further feedback or ideas, please let us know via e-mail or 
through our Facebook page..
Take care and keep well wherever you are. 

e-mail: oldbasingcarnival@gmail.com
Facebook: Old Basing Carnival
Telephone: 07733 833486 (please note new details)

Joe Croombs, Chair - Old Basing Carnival Committee

OLD BASING AND LYCHPIT CARNIVAL
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISMENTS

Piano Lessons
All ages and abilities
Beginners welcome

 Qualified and experienced teacher
Philippa Ford 01256 470174

PROFESSIONAL FOOT CARE IN THE 
COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME

Fay Curtis MCFHP MAFHP, fully qualified 
Foot Health Practitioner offers a range of foot 
services including: 
Toenail cutting, Nail condition treatments, Corn 
removal, Callus reduction, Dry and cracked 
heel remedies, Verruca treatment and Diabetic 
foot care.  

To book an appointment call 
Fay on 07780 664410 

BASINGA:
 We have vacant contract advertising space 

available for 2020, if you are interested contact 
the Advertising Manager on:
advertising@basinga.org.uk

Submissions to the magazine and website can be made via www.basinga.org.uk 
using the web forms:
Selection for Articles/Letters and Diary Dates will be found on the “Submissions” 
drop down and for Free and Concession Ads on the “Advertise with us” drop 
down. Paid advertising enquiries can also be made in the same way.
Submissions made via the forms now provide a common input for both the magazine 
and website and are automatically routed to the member of the team responsible 
for processing them. All submission must be received by the 10th of the month (6th 
in December) previous to the magazine issue month.
If you have trouble finding the forms, you can of course contact us and we will 
advise.
Our privacy Policy is available to read on the website which includes the new 
GDPR requirements for publishing photographs.
Contacts for general enquiries and assistance: 
advertising@basinga.org.uk  or  editor@basinga.org.uk  or  webtech@basinga.
org.uk 
All Advertisements in the magazine and website are inserted in good faith and 
the Basinga Management Committee accepts no responsibility for any statement, 
omission or errors made by the advertisers; nor endorses the products or services 
advertised. The views and opinions expressed in the Basinga are those of the 
organisations, individuals and authors concerned and not necessarily those of the 
Basinga Management Committee.
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FREE ADS  –  BUY AND SELL

CONCESSION ADVERTS  –  WHAT’S ON

Note: All ads are processed in received date order. Ads not included this month will be 
entered in next issue, space permitting. If you do not want your ad to appear later contact 
the Advertising Manager. Ads also appear on the web site with photographs if available.

ADVERTISERS NEWS

SOFA BED                                                                   £130                           07715161192 
Good condition, used no more than 6 times in 6 years. Sturdy but easy to pull out metal 
framed bed.  Mattress as it came, clean.  Some kitten scratches to leather arms and 
one cushion but nothing too awful. Still looks smart and ideal for occasional use.  Made 
by Leather workshop, double size mattress.   Size Mattress frame only when extended 
fully  188cm length 48.6cm width.  Overall length when bed pulled out – Room space you 
would require to sleep on Inc sofa part 236cm length  Sofa dimensions when using as 
sofa and bed folded into base 194cm width 106cm depth 86cm height. 
FLYMO HOVER VAC 280                                            £50                             07990602551
VGC, tools and instructions.

Most of our advertisers are now open for business, please support them.

What’s around this month: 
Bird activity in the field during August will see the migrants 
moving back through the field with the departing house martins, 
swifts and swallows moving on southwards.  Dragonfly numbers 
will be increasing due to the migrant species – look out for the 
southern hawker and brown hawker. The Butterfly numbers 
finally took off last month with the warm weather, those we have 

will still be keeping up good numbers throughout the month. Finally, for the plants, we had 
very good numbers of orchids this year in particular the more unusual Birds Nest Orchid. 
Other newer plants for the field currently flowering is the frothy yellow Lady’s Bedstraw 
and Kidney Vetch in the top meadow and the frothy white Hedge Bedstraw in the central 
meadow, and finally look out for the large yellow daisy-like flowers of the fleabane – a 
magnet for butterflies in past years.

Anne Francis 
Mobile: 07974 944439
Email: millfieldoldbasing@yahoo.co.uk                        
Facebook: Mill Field Conservation Group

THE MILL FIELD CONSERVATION GROUP

We should start to see some activities appearing next month
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CHINEHAM CENTRE SHOPS

Support our local shops, The latest information has been obtained directly or via the 
Chineham Shopping Centre website. If you find the details are incorrect please let us 
know via e-mail at advertising@basinga.org.uk 

TESCO
Open Monday to Saturday 8.00am to midnight; Sunday 10.00am to 4.00pm (Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday 9.00am to 10.00am prioritised for elderly and most vulnerable; 
Sunday 9.00am to 10.00am Sunday prioritised for NHS staff). Only 80 customers 
allowed in store at one time. Telephone. 03456 779039. 
ICELAND
Open Monday to Saturday 9.00am to 6.00pm; Sunday 10.00am to 4.00pm. Only 20 
customers allowed in store at one time. Telephone. 01256 321723.
SUPERDRUG
Open Monday to Saturday 9.00am to 5.00pm; Sunday 10.00am to 4.00pm. Only 10 
customers allowed in store at one time. Telephone: 01256 465200.
MARKS & SPENCER SIMPLY FOOD
Open Monday to Saturday 8.00am to 9.00pm; Sunday 10.00am to 4.00pm. First hour 
Monday and Thursday for over 70s and vulnerable persons.  First hour Tuesday 
and Friday for NHS staff. Only 40 customers allowed in store at one time. For further 
information telephone: 01256 326429.
POUNDLAND
Open Monday to Saturday, 8.00am to 5.00pm; Sunday 10.00am to 4.00pm. Only 20 
customers allowed in store at one time. Telephone: 01256 365192.
BOOTS
Open Monday to Friday 9.00am to 8.00pm; Saturday 9.00am to 6.00pm; Sunday 
10.00am to 4.00pm. Monday to Saturday the Pharmacy will be closed 1.00pm to 
2.00pm. Only 10 customers allowed in store at one time (5 Pharmacy and 5 in Store). 
Telephone: 01256 417414.
PETS CORNER
Open Monday to Saturday 9.00am to 5.00pm; Sunday 10.00am to 4.00pm. Carry-to-car 
and home-delivery available within a 10-mile radius. Only 2 customers allowed in store at 
one time. Telephone: 01256 361963.
DOMINOS
Open daily 10.00am to midnight for telephone orders for delivery only. Their telephone 
number is - 01256 810030.
CHINEHAM OPTICIANS
Open Monday to Saturday 9.00am to 5.00pm. Telephone: 07725264305
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By now, all our WI Members should have received a small “gift” through 
their letterbox from the WI Committee, to let them know that we are all 
thinking of them. Thank you to our President for arranging this. Please 
let us know if you have not received yours.  Your Committee has been 
meeting regularly, outside in the garden, to review the current situation 

and to plan future activities. We are very much hoping to re-start our monthly meetings 
from 6th October. This will depend on the Parish Rooms being open and what current 
restrictions are in place at the time. This meeting would be a Members only meeting and 
we would plan to hold our AGM which was delayed from May.
Members may be interested to learn that Denman College is offering on-line courses in 
craft, history, general interest and cookery with a starting price of just £5 for a 2 hour 
demonstration/tuition. If you have any suggestions for future activities for Craft Group, then 
please do get in touch with Chris Hall.
I continue to send out our Monthly newsletters, so please check your in-box if you haven’t 
seen them.  If you have changed your email address since lock-down, then please let me 
know and we can amend our records accordingly.
We are pleased to have been asked to submit some seasonal recipes to the Basinga on a 
monthly basis, so do look out for them (p4). Thanks to all who have sent me some so far.
Details of how the WI in Hampshire is dealing with the current situation can be found at   
www.hampshirewi.org.uk . I will contact Members when we are able to re-start and, at 
that time, we will be able to welcome any new Members who wish to join us.

Have your children just left home? Have you moved to a new area? Have you experienced 
some other big life change? Come and meet other women to share and explore thoughts, 
ideas and experiences. Enjoy lively, stimulating conversation, broaden your horizons and 
make new friends. There are 380 groups in the UK and we currently have around 6,500 
members. National Women’s Register (NWR) is run nationally by a small and agile team 
so quickly embraced social media during lock-down to keep our minds active, including a 
subscription to Digital Theatre Plus, National Quizzes, as well as access to many live and 
interesting speakers, all included in our modest annual £25 subscription fee. 
Each local Group is  democratic with everyone involved in planning and organising 
activities. During lock-down members have remained in touch via phone, WhatsApp, 
emails and Zoom.  None of our Group had heard of Zoom before March but every Monday 
at 2.00pm we have had a Zoom meeting when between 6 and 15 of us get together for 
exercise sessions, quizzes, a discussion topic and generally keeping up with news. On 6th 
July our theme was “Growing old gracefully.  Who will look after us? What would we say to 
our 16 year old self?” We all agreed that our health is most important; we should live life 
to the full while we are able; and we would tell our 16 year old self to be more confident.
We are looking forward to meeting physically in the near future, including my favourite 
meeting of the year – wine tasting. Not a member? NWR could be for you! Do have a look 
at www.nwr.org.uk, or contact Karen who is our Local Organiser for the coming year: 
karen.dann@gmail.com or call her for a chat: 01256 328488.  

Sandie Tapping

OLD BASING WI

NATIONAL WOMEN'S REGISTER
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Dear Friends, 

If all people are made in the image of God the Creator, then human creativity is a very 
God-like characteristic.

It may well be that Lock-down has given fresh opportunity and impetus towards your own 
explorations in creativity. 

You may identify with some of the creative activities in which my wife and I have been 
engaged during this time-including-reading, watching DVDs and Television, playing games, 
working at jigsaws, participating in quizzes, making time for prayerful reflection, preparing 
worship, exercising, gardening, listening to music, playing music, composing, telephone 
conversations, Spring Cleaning, writing. 

You will have other areas to add to those.

I’ve put two of those activities together - the Spring Cleaning and writing - in this poem 
written recently and called “Sorting”.

I hope it will have something to say to you.

With love, 

Reverend David Jenkins

SORTING

BEING CREATIVE

There’s a pleasure and a pain
In sorting matters out:
The pleasure that is gain
The pain that speaks of doubt.
The things we throw away
Were needed at some stage
But maybe that was not
For now and at this age.
It may come as a shock
To see how much we’ve lost,
But hoarding things we like
May come at quite a cost.
If we don’t do the sorting,
It falls to those we love;
So throw the stuff away now
That’s stayed in lofts above.
And while we may be at it
With all this sorting racket

It is not only stuff and things
Which clutter up the attic;
There’s attitudes need changing, 
There’s prejudice to face, 
There’s immature reactions
Concern at loss of face,
There’s petty irritations
And major faults as well
Inactive “good intentions
That pave the way to hell.”
There’s plenty yet to put right
There’s plenty left to sort-
The stuff that blocks the daylight
The things that spoil our thought;
So downsize now with relish
And let it be a pleasure
And then make sure you cherish
The really lasting treasure.
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CHURCH OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER: 
SUNDAY (2.00pm - 4.00pm) and THURSDAY (10.00am to 1.00pm)

All are welcome to come along to St Mary’s which is now open for private prayer on 
a Sunday afternoon and Thursday morning. Please be aware that numbers inside the 
church will be limited, and that at busy times you may need to queue. Please use the hand 
sanitiser on entering and leaving the church, and observe social distancing when in the 
church. For now the toilets will remain closed. 
Following on from the Government’s announcement that Public Worship can resume, we 
are currently in the process of reviewing measures at St Mary’s in order to allow us to open 
the church safely for public services. We hope to be able to offer some services in August. 
Please check the church noticeboards and St Mary’s Facebook page for further updates 
(St Mary’s Old Basing and Lychpit).

ONLINE SERVICES
We are continuing to live-stream some services via our Facebook page (St Mary’s Old 
Basing and Lychpit), with all welcome to join these services.
Morning Prayer: 9.15am  Monday to Friday 
Sunday Worship: 9.30am The service sheet available on St Mary’s website: 

www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk

If you have a prayer request then please give Rev'd Heather 
a call or send a text message to 07745731729, or via email: 
vicar@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk 
If you’d like to be added to our distribution list for Rev'd 
Heather’s weekly message please email our Administrator, 
Debbie Filer: admin@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk.

SUPPORT DURING THE CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK
St Mary’s is a local hub working with Basingstoke Voluntary Action and Basingstoke 
Council for those needing support at this time, whether that be in terms of practical help 
such as shopping and the collection of prescriptions or if you are feeling isolated and 
would welcome a friendly phone call. Please contact Rev'd Heather directly by text or 
phone on: 07745 731729 or email basinghub@gmail.com

BASINGSTOKE FOODBANK - DONATION REQUEST
The Foodbank is facing a high level of demand and would appreciate any support that 
you can give in terms of donations. St Mary’s continues to be a collection point for the 
Foodbank. Please leave items in the crate on the Vicarage porch (the Vicarage is located 
on the corner of Church Lane & Milking-pen Lane).  There is also a collection box in Tesco 
at Chineham. For a list of items that are in particular short supply please visit the website 
at: www.basingstoke.foodbank.org.uk

Thank you.

BEING CREATIVE
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All Working Parties are still CANCELLED until further notice, due to Coronavirus. They 
will not resume until the church and its facilities are fully open. We look forward to once 
again being able to welcome our volunteers as life returns eventually to more normal 
conditions. Initially the Working Parties are likely to be shorter without refreshments and 
we will ask all participants to self-distance. Meanwhile we hope you and your families 
remain healthy. Thank you for your support.
Last month started with a wonderful display of Oxeye Daisies, followed by a wonderful 
blue swathe of Meadow Cranesbill, the start of the summer flowers. Now the tall grasses 
create a wonderful habitat for roosting butterflies and other insects. Soon the Swifts that 
screamed as they flew over the churchyard last month will depart for Africa leaving the 
churchyard strangely quiet, but there is still plenty to see. We have tried to keep the central 
path safe, please take care as you wander around. We hope you will enjoy watching the 
birds, butterflies and flowers here and also in your gardens or from your windows. Take 
care and keep well.
For further information please ring Fay Farrant on 01256 476863.

Margaret Carr
www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk

It’s hard to believe we are over half way through the year and 2020 has proved to be a very 
challenging one for everyone. No one could have predicted how our lives would change 
overnight but we are slowly heading towards a new normal.
It’s been many months since the Village Cafe has opened it’s doors on a Friday afternoon 
to welcome our lovely customers and in reality, it maybe some time yet before we are 
able to do so. We had hoped to be able to offer a take away service but at the present 
time, this is proving difficult and we have to ensure the safety of all of our volunteers and 
customers. We will obviously keep this option under review and take all safety guidelines 
into consideration should we be able to offer this service in future.
Our volunteers would love to be able to open the cafe with a fabulous afternoon event 
to welcome you all back but all we can do at the moment is to abide by Government 
restrictions and see how things progress. 
We will keep you up to date regarding when we can either reopen or offer some kind of 
take away service via out Facebook page and Basinga articles. 
We all appreciate that it has been a difficult time for many but we hope that you are all 
staying sane, safe and well. Let’s hope that it’s not too long before we can all meet again 
and enjoy a relaxing afternoon amongst friends. 

Deborah Thorne

CHURCHYARD CONSERVATION GROUP (PIOCC)

VILLAGE CAFE
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We’re delighted to let you know that most of our libraries reopened at the start of the week 
(Monday 6 July). We’re looking forward to welcoming you back. Our priority is to keep you 
and our staff safe and we’ve been working hard to put necessary safety measures in place. 
You’ll find details of our temporary opening hours, changes to our services, and details on 
how to safely visit us, on the Hampshire Libraries website. You may need to queue outside 
branches (following safe social distancing guidelines) as we’ll have limits on the number of 
people who can go into our buildings at any one time. Hand sanitiser will be available, but 
please don’t come to the library if you feel unwell. For regular updates from the Hampshire 
Library Service, subscribe to our monthly newsletter.
Here’s a summary of the services we will be offering as we reopen: 
 READY READS: WE SELECT, YOU COLLECT
 Library staff will handpick a selection of books for customers who complete an online form 
or call 01962 454747. These can be collected, along with any reserved items, without 
having to queue to come into the library.
 SHORTER VISITS
To reduce wait times and allow as many people as possible to visit our libraries, people are 
asked to limit their visits to a maximum of 30 minutes and to keep browsing to an absolute 
minimum. Newspapers and magazines won’t be available for the time being.
 LIBRARY SELF-SERVICE APP
Customers are asked to use self-service machines to borrow items where possible or 
download the new Spydus Mobile app to check out books by your smartphone.
OVERDUE LOANS
We are accepting returned library books, but our current opening hours are slightly different 
to normal and you may be asked to queue outside the library. If your local library has a 
book return slot you can use that at any time. All returned books are quarantined for 72 
hours before they go back into circulation. 
Please pay outstanding fines online or by using contactless kiosks inside the library.
SHARED COMPUTERS AND PLACES TO STUDY
Computers are free of charge to use for all library card holders; to secure a session you 
must book in advance by calling 01962 454747. Find out more about accessing computers 
in the library here.
Study places will be available from 13 July; to secure a session you must book in advance 
by calling 01962 454747.
EVENTS AT THE LIBRARY
Events, activities and groups won’t be able to meet in libraries yet, but you can access a 
full online timetable of events and activities including baby rhymetime, story time, bedtime 
stories, the Summer Reading Challenge and podcasts continue through our website and 
on Facebook.
 MORE INFORMATION
Full details of what to expect when next visiting a Hampshire library, as well as information 
on digital resources and online activities are available at www.hants.gov.uk/library. If you 
have any questions, get in touch by emailing county.library.HQ@hants.gov.uk. 

HAMPSHIRE LIBRARIES / CHINEHAM LIBRARY
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Basing House reopened on Saturday 4th July, and is now open, Wednesday to Sunday, 
until the late autumn.  Full details of the arrangements in force can be found on the website 
at: www.hampshireculture.org.uk/basing-house
To help keep everyone safe, we’ve made some changes which are in line with government 
guidelines to help manage our visitor numbers and ensure we maintain social distancing 
to protect you, our staff and volunteers. 
We will be: Giving you a warm welcome at a safe distance; Using signage to help you 
maintain social distance; Asking for cashless payment wherever possible; Providing 
hand sanitiser for you to use; Taking away high-contact exhibits and displays.
Do remember we are an almost wholly open-air site.
We have introduced advanced booking to Basing House to help us manage our visitor 
numbers. You need to purchase an admission ticket and book a visiting time. Booking your 
visiting time is free. If you already have an admission ticket, you do not need to pay again, 
but you do need to book a time to visit. Timed visits to Basing House are available all day, 
Wednesday to Sunday from 11.00am to 4.00pm. Please book a visiting time for each 
member of your party, including children and carers. Do remember that if you are coming 
by car you have to factor in the time it takes to walk the 500-odd metres from the car park 
– by Barton’s Mill to the visitor centre.
Full details of planned events are  at: www.hampshireculture.org.uk/events?venue=6. 
This include pop up cinema which is scheduled for 12th to 15th August with film titles 
and tickets details going live the week commencing 13th July!  We also have a Summer 
Fayre – a little brother for our popular Christmas Fayre on 30th and 31st August. 

Andrew Howard

By the time you read this, our main children and adult groups will be taking a break for 
the summer.  It was certainly a different end to the academic year. Usually, we would 
have enjoyed picnics and special trips with the children with affectionate goodbye hugs, 
but instead, we ended the term with a load of on-line sports day sessions (in the target 
languages, of course) and enthusiastic waving!
Realistically, it is unlikely that we are going to be able to run many (if any) of our usual 
face-to-face lessons next term, but if we can’t, we’ll try to continue to run as many classes 
on line as possible. If you’d like to find out more about children and/or adult classes, please 
e-mail: info@linguatastic.com.
And everybody is encouraged to visit our YouTube channel (go to YouTube and search 
“Linguatastic”) where we have uploaded songs, stories and short lessons in French, 
German and Spanish, aimed at children (but which adults could probably learn from too!). 
We’d like to take this opportunity to wish all those, but especially those who were studying 
with us, and receiving their exam results this month, all the very best. For some of you, it 
may have been a relief not to sit the end of course exams, for others there will be some 
feelings of regret. Either way, it will probably still be a somewhat surreal feeling actually 
getting your grades and we want you to know that we are thinking of you.   
Take care everybody!

BASING HOUSE

LINGUATASTIC LANGUAGE ACADEMY
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This summer is the 80th anniversary of the Battle of Britain and today the Probus Club 
of Basingstoke has several members who were “regulars” in the RAF. We have a Wing 
Commander, two Squadron Leaders, a Flight Lieutenant and Flight Sergeant and in 
previous years we have had two Group Captains. None of the present day members are 
old enough to have served at that time although many of our mostly civilian members class 
themselves as War Babies and do have war time memories.
Today, one of these veterans is the Armed Forces Champion of Basingstoke & Deane 
Borough Council, and supports the local government in its covenant with all branches of 
the military, another was involved at a memorial service in Westminster Abbey when he 
was the usher to the chairman of the Battle of Britain Fighter Association and afterwards 
accompanied him to St James’ Palace for a reception with Prince Charles, a third joined 
the Queen’s Helicopter flight receiving a personal decoration from Her Majesty,  the fourth 
was deeply involved in bomb disposal, and the most senior was involved with delta wing 
Avro Vulcans during the Cold War. All of them have been part of the array of interesting 
speakers at the usual monthly Probus Club lunch meetings. 
But what of the majority of members who either did their National Service or were just 
too young to be called up? They had busy lives in industry, commerce, medicine, law and 
science in the locality and overseas. 
They now have a fulfilling retirement helped by their membership of the Probus Club. 
Some are keeping fit by trying to do their 10,000 steps a day, others pleased to get back 
on the golf course and one keenly looking forward to being a cricket umpire. Others may 
be less energetic but have kept their minds active with other hobbies. Not for them the 
problem faced by many being on furlough with an increasing waistline but by not dining out 
so often has had a positive effect on their wallets.
See www.probusbasingstoke.club for more information.

Paul Flint

PROBUS REMEMBERS THE BATTLE OF BRITIAN

Scrubs Snoopy



31



32

Taking the sting out of nettles.
Thanks to their sting and vigorous growth, stinging nettles are much-maligned by many 
gardeners and visitors to the countryside. But it has not always been this way. 
Historically, nettles were an important source of food, and they were also put to a great 
variety of other uses. They were used as an analgesic, an animal feed supplement, dye, 
cloth, and food wrap for cheese, fish, and meat. Even today you can find nettle listed as a 
key ingredient on the supermarket shelves on anything from shampoo, to cheese, to beer! 
Young nettle tops (picked from early spring to early summer) really are delicious. Steamed 
or simmered, like any green vegetable, the taste and texture of cooked nettles is similar 
to spinach and they can be substituted 
for it in any recipe. Full of vitamins and 
minerals, particularly iron, nettles are 
a cheap and readily available “super-
food”. True to the old adage, you just 
need a firm grip (or gloves!) to avoid the 
stinging hairs when you pick them, and 
the cooking process will do the rest so 
you can enjoy their taste and goodness 
without worrying. You will need to pick 
a lot of leaves as, just like spinach, they 
reduce in volume when cooked. Only pick 
the young leaves at the top of the plant 
before it has gone to seed. 
Stinging nettles support at least 40 different species of insect, including some of our 
favourite and familiar butterflies. Peacock, red admiral, small tortoiseshell, comma and 
painted lady butterflies all have caterpillars whose only, or main, source of food is the 
nettle. These caterpillars, along with the aphids and other insects that feed on nettles, 
sustain our woodland and garden birds throughout the spring and early summer. 
Later in the year, small, seed-eating birds including chaffinches, bullfinches and house 
sparrows all benefit from the thousands of small seeds that each nettle plant produces. 
As well as giving these direct benefits to wildlife, nettles can be used by gardeners in 
the know to make their own nitrogen-rich nettle fertiliser. Simply half fill any watertight 
container with nettles, top it up with water, give it an occasional stir, and wait! After a few 
days it will start “brewing” – try adding some rosemary to offset the offensive smell. After 
three or four weeks of bubbling, strain off the solids to the compost heap and dilute the 
remaining liquor at one part nettle fertiliser to ten parts water, and your garden plants will 
love it!
Find out more about your local wildlife at hiwwt.org.uk

Alice  Ashcroft
Communications Officer

HAMPSHIRE & ISLE OF WIGHT WILDLIFE TRUST
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This event was due to take place in mid-June but for obvious reasons had to be postponed. 
However, we plan to hold it now on Monday, 24th August at Sherfield Oaks golf course 
and hopefully we can enjoy all of the usual components of this fund-raiser.
So, the plan is to meet (at 1m distance!) for coffee and bacon roll, play 18 holes on 
the Waterloo course in a four-man format followed by a one course lunch.  This, and 
a contribution for prizes plus a donation to the RBL Poppy Appeal will be at the very 
competitive price of £43 per person.  Full details on the entry form will be available toward 
the end of July once all the above is confirmed as OK to proceed.
Please ring, text or email me for a form, entering as a single player or perhaps as an 
organiser for a team of four. 

It’s also intended that we run the annual Good Old Basing Charity golf day as usual, this 
time on Friday, September 18th, again at Sherfield Oaks.
Contact Steve or Rick in early August for a form if you would like to play in what is our 
sixteenth annual event. The day will consist of 27 holes of golf, coffee & bacon roll, lunch 
and two course dinner, plus contribution to prizes, all for same as last years cost of just £58. 
It’s unlikely we will seek prize donations this year because of the hardship local businesses 
have felt so there will be cash prizes for all par 3’s, entry into which will be on the day for 
a small extra cost. 
Cost to members of Sherfield Oaks will be £32. ‘Other halves’ are warmly invited to join 
everyone for the evening meal and presentation for just £15.
Remember that this event is also designed to raise money for the winners’ chosen charity 
so you need to be prepared to nominate one if you win! The event is intended for, but not 
exclusively to Old Basing and Lychpit residents. Families of residents and former villagers 
are very welcome to play. Last date for entry will be Friday, 11th September

Rick Bourne 07900 648675 and Steve Western 07920 840985 
rickbourne@yahoo.com

ARMED FORCES GOLF DAY 24TH AUGUST 2020

THE GOOD OLD BASING GOLF DAY 2020

Paddington Bear Little Darth Vader Postman Pat, and Jess
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Despite many of you being still at home and able to enjoy the great outdoors, its been 
a fairly quiet past couple of weeks for nature updates. The weather has been a little 
changeable from sweltering sunshine to cool rainy conditions (today, 30th June!) and 
although most of us prefer the sun, the garden plants and creatures within really needed 
the water. Our nightly visits from hedgehogs have much appreciated the water dish left 
alongside the food and you’ve got to wonder where they might have found enough to drink 
otherwise with bone dry undergrowth offering nothing.
A great story now from Fairthorne Rise and the home of Sheila Barclay. Sheila contacted 
me last week about a racing pigeon that had taken up residence in her garden and had 
even strolled into the house on occasions. 
I recommended she try and catch the bird, which was obviously tame anyway, and get the 
rings identity which might reveal the home and owner who could be concerned about his 
lost ‘baby’.   With assistance Sheila managed to do this and to her surprise found that the 
bird belonged to someone in County Antrim, N. Ireland so had clearly got well lost from its 
release point in the UK or perhaps from across the channel.   To our astonishment, it turns 
out the pigeon went missing LAST YEAR so the owner must have considered it pre-dated 
or re-homed somewhere. Anyway, a pick-up by an intermediary was then arranged and by 
now one hopes bird and owner are reunited.
Keen photographer and correspondent Terry McAnish sent the cute picture of immature 
robins perched on his garden fence and reported mixed success for a Blue Tit brood in his 
camera nest box. After 10 chicks hatched 5 perished and weren’t ejected by the parent. 
Terry could see they were struggling so intervened to get the dead chicks out just in time 

for the remaining 5 to fledge, seemingly none the worse. Like many of us this year, Terry 
also noticed evidence of visiting hedgehogs so installed a garden camera so he could 
monitor the nocturnal visits. Another prolific mammal seen this summer, certainly along 
Cavalier Road are have been bats, again down to the lovely warm calm evenings that 
May and early June brought. There has been a huge number of nuisance flying insects 
mentioned by residents backing on to the canal, especially where water lays for most of 
the year so bats and other aerial feeders will be very welcome!

NATURE NOTES FOR AUGUST
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Allison Hawksworth was charmed by the family of Long Tailed Tits that alighted on her 
garden feeders but was drawn to one individual who was a ‘short tailed’ version. Perhaps 
not fully developed yet or maybe growth stunted in its nest we don’t know but the peculiarity 
wasn’t preventing the little’un from keeping up with its siblings. 
Phil Males usual has an army of frogs in 
his substantial garden pond but not so this 
year.  Instead, newts by the bucket-load!  
We believe that many frogs perished during 
the early spring freeze-up in 2019 so the 
population has plummeted but seemingly 
newts have better mechanisms to deal with 
such harsh conditions and they have been 
abundant this year.  As well as these Phil has 
been welcoming two juvenile Great Spotted 
Woodpeckers to his feeder and he snapped 
one here about to tuck into the peanuts. 

Rick Bourne
Don’t forget to send all your nature related 
photos to rickbourne@yahoo.com or 
alternatively, naturenotes@basinga.org.uk 
Or ring 321108 for news. For all your bird food 
requirements, order it from me at ‘Bird Drop-
ins’ use the former email address or ring me 
on 07900 648675 to place an order or get a 
form.

The second allotment inspections of the year have now been carried out and almost all of 
the plots are looking fantastic this year. Lock-down does seem to have had some working 
very hard on their outdoor spaces. Unfortunately there have been a few reports of produce 
and equipment going missing. Please get in touch with us via the Facebook page or 
website if you notice anything suspicious so that we can report it appropriately. 
There are as yet no plans to reopen the shop as many of our volunteers are in the older 
age bracket and may still be shielding but updates will be posted online once the situation 
changes. 
Keep on top of your watering, especially tomatoes which can suffer from blossom end rot 
if watered irregularly. Carrots, runner beans, beetroot, courgettes and sweetcorn will all be 
ready for harvesting now. Summer fruiting raspberry canes can be cut to the ground once 
they have fruited. If you have a glut of something, perhaps consider making some jam or 
chutney, or arrange some socially distanced harvest swapping with a neighbour.  
facebook.com/oldbasingallotments
www.obags.uk

Tracy Braybrook

OLD BASING GARDEN AND ALLOTMENT SOCIETY
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My usual advice for this month would be to make sure that you keep on top of your watering 
routine. By now water butts may have run dry. The first job is to prioritise plants that need 
a lot of water in order to survive. Pots, tomatoes, sweetcorn and pumpkins are some of 
these, but I'm sure you know which of yours need the most water.
There are lots of tips about saving and making the most of water available, but most 
require some forethought and need to be in place before the dry spell happens. Something 
that you can do after watering that will retain moisture in the soil is to mulch around the 
base of your plants with grass clippings, bark chips or even compost. Avoid using peat 
-based compost however as it dries out quickly. Try watering in the early morning, allowing 
the water to seep into the soil rather than evaporate. Evening watering is also fine, as the 
cooler conditions mean less water is lost through evapouration.
Other jobs that need doing include pruning climbing roses once they have finished 
flowering. Wisteria will also benefit from pruning, remove all 'whippy' side shoots from the 
main branch. Also deadhead dahlias and other perennials to encourage a constant display 
of blooms.
If you have plants fruiting in containers, make sure you give them a high potash liquid to 
keep plants healthy and productive.
Cuttings can be taken of Fuschia now and will quickly take root, ensuring that they survive 
the winter. Ensure that water baths are topped up, and also ponds. Tomato plants should 
by now have five to six trusses on each plant, if so remove the growing tip and the lower 
leaves to allow light in and prevent disease spreading.
Look out for symptoms of Clematis Wilt such as wilting leaves and black discolouration on 
the leaves and stems of your Clematis. Cut out any infected plant material and dispose of 
it in your household waste.
Trim your lavender plants after they have finished flowering to keep them compact, but 
avoid cutting into old wood. You may also want to consider taking cuttings of your lavender, 
now is the perfect time. Now is also the perfect month for sowing a wildflower meadow, 
which will be glorious and beneficial to all kinds of wildlife next year. Even a small space 
can make a great wildflower area, they thrive on rough and nutrient poor soil, so its a great 
way to use up neglected areas.
Although it's nice to be able to enjoy the sun real damage might be done if it continues 
for long periods. Best plan now for water catching and saving techniques for the years to 
come.

AUGUST IN YOUR GARDEN

 Jeremy Caw-Binbag – Pyotts Hill

We were not able to include every article that 
we received; these are available on-line on 
our website: www.basinga.org.uk
Big Thank You  BVA
Civil Service Retirement Fellowship
Lions Club
OCH Newsletter
BDBC Play Areas

BASINGA EXTRA
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Now open in Belle Vue Rd 
Old Basing.

Hairdressing for the whole 
family.

01256 357333
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   BASINGA 
EDITOR: Colin Follett, 101 The Street, Old Basing, RG24 7DA 01256 326909
ADVERTISING: Email: advertising@basinga.org.uk
SECRETARY: Graham Merry, 40 Linden Avenue, Old Basing, RG24 7HS 01256 463908
TREASURER: Andy Groves, 30 Pyotts Copse, Old Basing, RG24 8WE 07918 644187
DISTRIBUTION: 
Old Basing Area: Peter Watson, 19 Priory Gardens, Old Basing, RG24 7DS 01256 352299
Lychpit Area: Andree McLean, 6 Pimpernel Way, Lychpit, RG24 8SS 01256 819006
WEBMASTER: Email: webtech@basinga.org.uk  

   OLD BASING & LYCHPIT PARISH COUNCIL 
CLERK: Sandra Tuck 01256 462847
OFFICE AND HOURS: The Pavilion, The Recreation Ground
Monday to Thursday 10.00am to noon

   CHURCH INFORMATION FOR THE AREA

Church of England (Parish of Old Basing & Lychpit)
VICAR: Revd. Heather Leppard, The Vicarage, Church Lane, Old Basing                                           01256 363612

Email: vicar@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk  07745 731729
ADMINISTRATOR:            Debbie Filer 07541 698235
CHURCHWARDENS:        Tricia Renwick 01256 326155
                                            Ian Kershaw 01256 355500

Regular Services at St Mary’s Church, Old Basing 
SUNDAY: 8am Holy Communion; 9.30am Sung Eucharist and Junior Church;
5.30pm Evening Service
OTHER DAYS: Wednesday 10am Holy Communion
Changes to the regular service pattern and other weekday services are shown
in the weekly news-sheet, a copy of which is displayed on the noticeboard in
the church porch

Old Basing Methodist Church
MINISTER: Revd. David Jenkins 01183271592 

07973195566
SUNDAY SERVICE: 10.30am Morning Service

Roman Catholic
PRIEST:  Fr Christopher Rutledge 01256 465214
St Bede’s Church, Popley Way, Basingstoke  
SUNDAY MASSES: 9am, 11am and 6.30pm

l

l

l
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