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THE PERFECT
CHRISTMAS GIFT
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Treataloved onetoa
relaxing beauty treatment

or Spa Day experience, with a
Beechdown Gift Voucher

Buy online, in person or by phone

(: @ beechdown.co.uk & 01256 36 2236



( DECEMBER COVER PHOTO, NOTES AND NEWS )

The front cover photograph this month was sent to us by Evelyn Barrett (nee Robbins) who
now lives in Western Australia. The photo accompanies a long article by her, reminiscing
on her life in Old Basing during World War II. The photo shows the 1945 Victory Tea
Party for children of Old Basing. You might have been one of the children shown, or know
someone in the photo. Please let us know if that is the case, and add your memories to
Evelyn's. Part One of her childhood memories can be found on page 13, further 'episodes’
in the following months.

December got its name from the Latin word decem because it was originally the tenth
month of the year in the Roman calendar which began in March. The winter days following
December were not included as part of any month. Later January and February were
created out of this period and added to the calendar, but December retained its name.

( CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE BASINGA )

We welcome both regular and occasional items for the Basinga. The very last date for
copy to the Editor for the January edition is 6pm on Tuesday, 6th December. Please use
the forms on the Basinga website www.basinga.org.uk to get your dates, articles and
letters to us (see box on page 15 for further instructions).

All advertising enquiries — classified, free adverts or inserts (flyers) can also be made via
the website. Don’t forget that we only accept articles with about a 300-word maximum
and articles are only published at the Editor's discretion.

C PHOTOS AND LOGOS FOR THE BASINGA )

If any reader would like to offer a photograph of the village environment we would be
happy to receive them, either for immediate use or to build up a portfolio of ‘village views’
that we can use. We now have a web form that you can use to send a photograph for the
website archive and possible use in the magazine — go to www.basinga.org.uk and the
form can be found on the 'Contributors Submission' menu. Should you wish to submit
multiple photos, or a photo is too 'large’, they can be emailed directly to the Editor.

This feature should NOT be used for Free Ads or article photos, which can be attached to
their own forms. We welcome club and society logos, with the option to use them within
articles. Please send graphics to editor@basinga.org.uk

BIG TURKEY IS BACK!

The Big Turkey is back with Turkey Pie on Friday, 30th December. We will be serving
a complimentary festive meal at Old Basing Village Hall starting with drinks from noon
and lunch at 1pm. Please call Rosey on 07544 998292 to reserve your place. Places are
limited so please book now to avoid disappointment. The lunch is open to everyone in the
community, including families and young people, and transport will be available if needed.
This is also a great opportunity to volunteer and enjoy the festive spirit as well as delicious
food! If you can spare some time on the day or evening before then please let us know.
Looking forward to a fantastic village event!



OLD BASING INFANT SCHOOL

In June 2022 our Ofsted inspection rated us as a ‘Good’ school. We were

St delighted with our report which noted: ‘Pupils are full of enthusiasm for

o % learning and are proud to belong to old Basing Infants. They arrive every
JAf@% ., morning happy and eager to learn’.

o .
© " We believe the enthusiasm our children have for learning comes from
the fun we put in their learning and the commitment we have to including
their ideas. Recently Year 2 had a circus skills day! This included a circus show followed by
workshops where children were taught skills including spinning plates and juggling. This
exciting day helped the children get hooked into their topic and to challenge themselves to
try something new!

Our school is looking for governors. 23
Being a governor is a great way {0 s,
contribute to your community and support
the school in providing a high-quality
education. The role involves opportunities .. w#
to work with our children as well as working
at a strategic level with the headteacher and
senior team and attending and contributing
to committees and full governing body
meetings. Anyone can be a governor and
we welcome applications.

Gill Woodward, co-opted governor says:

"Having recently retired, | wanted to volunteer doing something that contributed to the
community. | wanted something where | could use skills | had developed in my working life.
It's an interesting role and good to be part of a team of people with different experiences.
There’s lots of support and training to help. It's a role that you can fit in with other
commitments. The staff and children in school are such an inspiration; it makes the role
very enjoyable."

If you are interested in becoming a governor, please contact our Chair of Governors,
Richard Lilleker, email: chair@oldbasing.hants.sch.uk.

C BASINGA EDITORIAL ASSISTANT NEEDED )

The Basinga Team is looking to recruit an Editorial Assistant to help the Editor in carrying
out the task of producing the Basinga every month. Familiarity with Adobe InDesign and
Photoshop would be an advantage but full training and support will be given. Microsoft Word
and Webmail are the base applications that we use on an Apple MacBook. Proofreading,
checking layout, processing photographs, following up on email enquiries are some of the
activities that you could undertake.

If you are interested in finding out more about this voluntary position, a commitment of
about ten hours a month, please get in touch with the editor on: editor@basinga.org.uk
or secretary@basing.org.uk

The Basinga Team



DO YOU HAVE A WILL IN PLACE? .

AWillis quite possibly one of the most
important documents you will ever sign.

Call now to book a free Will healthcheck or
to start the process of making your Will.

Clarke & Son Solicitors LLP T: 01256320555

Maner House 8 Winchester Road Basingstoke Hampshire RG21 8UG www.clarkeandson.co.uk
____ MARTIN call us: = B T t
B\ MATTHEWSON 01256 364753 RS aSIng Utors
ALL MAKES SERVICING & REPAIRS ? B8 One Tuition
THE VOLVO & NISSAN IV NI el ¢ Fricndly, personal approach
3 * Professional tutors
g_ﬂ Full diagnostic assessment
B=g with no further obligation
MOT TEST 77}
CENTRE . ! [l Initial consultation
o p ol free of charge
Visit: www.garagebasingstoke.co.uk > -
FREE Local Collection & Delivery racs amty = Tel: 01256 470948
Unit 1 Pensdell Farm, Farleigh Road, Cliddesden. Basingstoke, Hants, RG25 HA g Email: admin@basingtutors.com

Wil

\ I

EXCLUSIVE ., *
oFFERs 8(Kltche

for all magazine readers iiiﬂiiﬁi'fg’;iii“iiﬁim

* Project managed
Visit Basingstoke’s most installation

recommended bathroom & Which?) Checkatrade.com
kitchen supplier and installer...

« Comprehensive insurance
& labour guarantee

Ask to speaktoany of | Your Dream, Our Creation | www.albathrooms.co.uk
our happy customers! SHOWROOM: Unit 3, Cartel Business Centre, Stroudley Road, Basingstoke RG24 8FW T: 01256 810460
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Boiler Installations THE COMPLETE DOMESTIC SERVICE

. ) CONTACT BASINGSTOKE
Servicing and Repairs 01256 325575 ANYTIME

. ARE YOU A WORKING WIFE?
Unvented/Vented Cylinders AND TRED OF COPING WITH THE HOUSEWORK?

i WE PROVIDE
Power Flushin 9 REGULAR/HOUSE MOVE/END OF TENANCY CLEANS

of Heating Systems IRONING, OVENS AND CARPET CLEANING
OVER 25 YEARS IN BASINGSTOKE

Free Estimates
No Call Out Charge
Landlord Certificates
Fully Insured

01256819521 Bill Martin 07990514472

www.oldbasingboilerservices.com
Keeping you Gas Safe

RING US TODAY FOR A FREE BROCHURE
01256 325575

CHEQUERS

Independent Estate Agents

One step ahead...

Successfully selling property ‘
in the Old Basing/Lychpit area
for over 30 years!

For your free valuation call us on 01256 810018
chequers

agents.co.uk

wwther agen on a sobe agency and,for sole selling rights basis, the terms of those instrc st be considered to avedd a possible liability to pay two cammissions




PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

ANNUAL PARISH AWARD
It is not too late to nominate a community group for this award — the deadline is the Parish
Council meeting on Tuesday, 6th December.

BEST NEWSLETTER AWARD

The Parish Council's Community Newsletter has, for the second time, received the
Hampshire Association of Local Council award for Best Local Council Newsletter. The
Autumn 2021 edition was submitted for the award and, in the view of the judges, offered
a wide range of content, including local items, a children’s page and articles of particular
relevance such as the Climate Emergency and the environment. This and all Newsletters
can be viewed on the Parish Council’s website www.oldbasing.gov.uk

LEAF CLEARANCE

The Borough Council’s leaf clearance programme is now under way. You can view the
clearance schedule on the Council’'s website www.basingstoke.gov.uk/leafclearance
Any issues with leaf fall can be reported on the Borough's website:
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/report-grounds- maintenance-problem

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING DATES FOR 2023

Full Parish Council

First Tuesday monthly (with the exception of May when the meeting will take place on 9th
May following local elections).

Planning & Development Committee

Second and fourth Tuesday monthly (with the exception of May when the first meeting of
this month will be 2nd May). Meetings may be cancelled if no planning applications are
received.

Facilities Management Committee

Third Tuesday on alternate months starting on 17th January.

Finance & Resources Committee
Third Tuesday in February, June and October.

The final meeting date for 2022 is Tuesday, 6th December |
commencing at 7.30pm. Please let us know if you are unable to \,/
manage the stairs to the meeting room so we can make alternative e
arrangements.

Parish Clerk: Mrs Sandra Tuck

Deputy Clerk: Mrs Kate Hope

Address: The Pavilion, Recreation Ground, The Street, Old Basing, RG24 7DA
Telephone: 01256 462847

Office Hours: Monday to Thursday, 10am to noon

Mobile: 07507 514498 (emergencies only)

Email: clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk

Website: www.oldbasing.gov.uk



~ HORIZSN

SOUND & VISION

Family Run Business Est 1988

IRIIU
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¢ Aerial, Satellite & Sky Q
Freeview, Freesat, Sky ¢

¢ Tuning and set up of your equnpment\/
Cable tidying. Weak/ow signal improvement. Audio Systems

o TV Wall Installation

Free site survey. System planning & advice. Hidden cabling.

e Additional TV Points
Magic Eye control

¢ Wi-Fi Signal Improvement & Network Cabling
including garden area and outbuildings

e CCTV Installations
including Ring doorbell

e Starlink Installation

: Checekatrade.com
Superfast internet for rural areas Whers reputation matters

01256 841860

W.Cﬂu Ef Eﬁ _a?j:}:( ?Qi)@] Basingstoke

y The Water
~ Softener
g Spemallsts

® Manufacturing water
softeners for over

30 years

Latest non-electric block
salt water softeners
New installations

& repairs

Advanced technology
water filters for pure
drinking water

No call-out charge

Based in Hook

/ Fitted, fully reconditioned water softeners

from just £395 (includes warranty).

Tele: 01256 768171
Mobile: 07836 247694

'-\ MIKE’S
\ GARDEN
N SERVICES

e General garden maintenance
* Landscaping and planting
e Garden clearances ® Tree / hedge work
* Fence & shed work / treatments
¢ Lawn mowing ® Turf laying
* No job too small e Fully insured
* Logs, Kindling and De-icer deliveries
¢ Free estimates ® Competitive rates

Tel: 01256 325015

mnm.chapman@talktalk.net
www.gardenerbasingstoke.com

AFFORDABLE CARE & SUPPORT e
FOR ALL YOUR GARDEN NEEDS (B fciioac]

www.amsmaytair.co.uk

ii5 Tile & STone Revival

EXTERIOR

EXPERIENCED HOUSEHOLD
PAINTER & DECORATOR

NO JOB TOO SMALL

TEL:01256 355356 or 07876 495657




ADVERTISE IN THE BASINGA

All sizes available:
Enquire by email to advertising@basinga.org.uk or visit
www.basinga.org.uk on the 'Advertise with us' dropdown menu
for Contract, Classified and Flyer Distribution details.

At no aditional cost:
All adverts appear on our website.

Adverts can be changed throughout the year.
Contract Adverts can be linked to the advertisers website and
to an optional, advertiser supplied, write up on their
company and its activities and can include photos.

| omely,all
Vear round.

RIPTON '
Windows &
Conservatories

Call 01256 841522 riptonwindows.co.uk




NEWS FROM BASING HOUSE

The Basing House ruins are closed for the winter
% and will reopen around Easter.

BAS I N G That said, the Great Barn does open for the

@ weekend of 26th/27th November — the annual

W H 0 U S E Christmas Fair, and this Basinga may just reach

RUINS AND GROUNDS you in time to allow you to visit. The barn will be

decorated, with dozens of stalls offering locally

made crafts, produce and gifting ideas to browse and buy. Mulled wine and festive treats

will also be available. On Saturday, visitors can enjoy our Nativity scene with animals from

Mill Cottage Farm and on Sunday, re-enactors from the Marquess of Winchester Regiment
will be staging an English Civil War living history event.

If you do come by car please park in our car park by Bartons Mill, as there is just not room
in The Street. Fuller details about the fair can be found at Hampshire Cultural Trust's
website: www.hampshireculture.org.uk/event/basing-house-christmas-fayre

We can look back on an eventful year as we
got back in the swing of things post Covid.
The massive event staged by the Sealed S
Knot re-enactors must have been the high
spot, but we can also remember a visit from
the English Civil War Society, Tudor Day, |
the late Summer Fair and taking over 200
people on spooky Halloween Ghost Tours ¢
(see photos this page). Children enjoyed &
the Easter Egg trail, and later the fairy trail =

too. %

One thing we do have occasionally, both at re-enactments and sometimes at other events,
is bangs and crashes — muskets and field guns were very much part of the Civil War. If you
would like know in advance when these are going to happen, we are putting together a list
of people that we can email in advance. If you'd like to be on this list, please drop an email
to: Ann.Burchett@hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk

Andrew Howard
(tel. 01256 327014)
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All Seasons
Window & Driveway Cleaning
All Seasons

Window & Driveway Cleaning

Domestic & Commercial
Window Cleaning Services

M Additional services include :

* Driveway Cleaning

» Cladding / Signage Cleaning

* Gutter / Fascia Soffit Cleaning

» Conservatory Roof Cleaning

» Pure Water ( NO CHEMICALS )

T/

Conservatory Safe, Efficient Refreshing, Driveway

' P]Cabe COntaCt Steve : Deep Cleans Ladder-Less Cleans & Pathway Cleans
01256 353727

info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com " www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com

Kieder Teal from the Albany
Shangri-La Wallpaper Collection

ZX520BSB

& Brewers

DECORATOR CENTRES

When you spend
£100 or more
5019646988929

ZX510BSB

Terms and Conditions apply, ask in store for details.

5019646988912

138 Basingstoke Trade Park | 1 Whitney Road

Worting Road, Basingstoke | Daneshill Estate, Basingstoke
RG218BJ 01256 467373 RG24 8BNS 01256 464745
basingstoke@brewers.co.uk | basingstoke.east@brewers.co.uk

Valid until 31st December 2023 at Brewers Basingstoke only.

When you spend
£50 or more
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PAINTER
&
DECORATOR

Call Graham:
07494
294246

Check out our

website:

consideritdonepainting
decorating.com

RS GUINEA COURT

Y oEnNTAL SURGERY

PRIVATE

DENTAL CAREW
FOR ALL AGES :

Achieve and maintain the best : /
possible smile with our highly-
skilled dentists and specialists

Come and visit Guinea Court for: «  Anti-snoring devices

all in one dedicated location. + General and cosmetic dentistry « Sedation for nervous patients
+  Hygienist services « Emergency appointments
+  Teeth whitening + Affordable Membership Plans
+  Orthodontics for adults and children  « 0% imerest finance options,
+  Invisalign® 0% APR Representative. ;
+  Dental implants “
+  Facial aesthetics We are welcoming new

+  Specialist gum treatments patients. Call us on

01256 840141

to book an appointment
or visit our website.

21- 22 Guinea Court, Chineham, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG24 8XJ
www.guineacourtdental.co.uk | receptionfiguineacourtdental.co.uk | 01256 840141




MEMORIES OF OLD BASING IN THE 1940S

I was born in Newbury in 1937, and my family moved to Old Basing in approximately 1941,
when | was three or four years of age. My parents were George and Dorothy Robbins. My
sister Elizabeth Ann was born in 1938. Dad was born in Sherborne St John, and my mother
was born in Thatcham near Newbury.

We lived in a cottage at Lower Mill Farm, along Newnham Road in Old Basing, opposite
Lower Mill, which was operating as a mill in those days. Next door lived Mrs Lucy Bridgeman
with her daughter Edie, Mr Bridgeman was away in the army.

Dad worked at Thorneycroft in Basingstoke in 'War Work'. He worked night shifts and |
remember my mother packing up his food and tea flask for him to take each night. But | had
no idea how he went to work late at night as it is a long way into Basingstoke from Pyott’s
Hill. No cars or transport in those days.

In those long evenings (only candlelight because of blackout) | was put into my mother’s
bed and we both listened to Vera Lynn and Victor Sylvester on the radio, which was the
only entertainment. My sister, still a baby, slept in her cot nearby.

Later my father went away to war. After dad had gone away, probably about 1942, our
mother and Mrs Bridgeman would sit together every evening with us three children, Evelyn,
Betty and Edie. My mother would read to us (by candlelight as there was no electric light).
| recall the many Enid Blyton stories which we all loved so much.

After dad had gone away to war, sometime later mum and Betty and | moved to a cottage
further up Pyotts Hill, which was situated at the end of the farmtrack to Ramptons Farm
(I think called Home Farm). On the other side of the road in Pyotts Hill there was a house
called 'The Boltons' and we used to play with the several children who lived there.

Later when dad was away at war, my mother’s sister, Auntie Mim, came to live with us.
She told us she was also doing 'War Work'. Though a cook by profession, she had been
recruited to work on the buses where she was a bus conductress for the Basingstoke Bus
Company — | think it was Hants & Berks buses.

Auntie Mim living with us added a new dimension in our lives. | was always enthralled with
her stories about suspected 'spies’ she somehow encountered on the buses (from Old
Basing to Basingstoke), and also how she had to walk in front of the bus on foggy or dark
nights to show the driver the way, as the bus was not allowed to use headlights.

On the dark evenings mum would walk Betty and | up to the top of Pyotts Hill where it
meets the main Reading Road. In the field opposite were the huge searchlights that would
every night track for any enemy aircraft. We stayed for hours watching the searchlights
which made us feel safe.

The woods just behind our house on Pyotts Hill, were our magical playground. Every day,
along with other local children, we would spend hours in the woods collecting the long
strands of silver paper dropped to intercept enemy aircraft.

But these adventures would temporarily cease when Granny Bradley from Newbury came
to stay! We were ordered by her not to go into the woods because there were Germans
hiding in there! But our play days resumed when she returned to Newbury. And no-one
ever found a German in those woods.

to be continued in January's Basinga
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Looking for
independent financial
advice you can trust?

Welll help you create, increase and protect your

wealth, Our personal senice Is desioned fo build

a shared Understanding of your veatth obyectives
sand to translate these ambitions into reality.

To find out more, please call

01276 34932
R.LOVE LOCK

HEATING PLUMBING

Window Cleaning Services
Local, reliable window cleaner

For a free, no obligation quote for
-Window cleaning -Facias
-Gutters -Conservatory Roofs

Please call Pete on
07762 616600
e-mail:pjhcleaning@gmail.com

L, 01276 34932

www.sdfinancial.co.uk

T

*

Family Wealth Preservation

* \AJ

Wealth Management

*

=

ax Planning
* Pro
* Retirement l”"‘"ﬂ]ﬂ J

The value of investment can fall as well as rise, You may not get back what you invest.
Your home may ba repossessed if you do nol keap up payments on your mortgags.

There is normally & fee for advising on andior arraning a morigage, the precise amount will
depend on your circumstances but we estimate that it will be £485.

Free car park

Emergency appointments
Home visits

Free advice on rehabilitation
Free advice on exercises
HS Free ergonomics advice

DO YOU SUFFER FREM.

Back Pain, Sciatica,
Headaches,

Sports Injuries,
Shoulder Problems
Neck Pain, Joint Pain,
Elbow & Wrist Problems,
Muscular Strains




CLASSIFIED ADVERTISMENTS )

Piano Lessons
[H]Eﬂ All ages and abilities [H]EH

Beginners welcome
Qualified and experienced teacher
Philippa Ford 01256 470174

r
. ? . y;‘ﬁ;_ Friendly, experienced
0 B oo and local for all your

07704512000 Plumbing & Heating needs!

Bathrooms installations. Water softeners. Boiler repairs/
replacements. Services. Gas safe landlords checks. System
cleanses. Outside taps. No job too small.

The Crown Pub, Old Basing.

ITan and Nikii welcome you all for §
fresh, homemade locally sourced food.
Sunday roasts (except on event days)

Open 12-11pm Tuesday to Saturday and 12-8pm Sunday's.
www.Facebook.com/thecrownoldbasing

MATHEMATICS COACHING VIA ZOOM

Coaching for A Level and GCSE mathematics. Help and
support given in a friendly, relaxed, stress free way from
an exceptionally experienced qualified teacher. Many years
of teaching in comprehensive schools, 6th form colleges,
and private tuition. 20 years as Head of Mathematics
Department with a proven record of success. References
gladly provided. 01256 325 107

OFFICES AVAILABLE IN OLD BASING

Suitable 4-6 persons, ample parking,
quiet situation on outskirts of the village.
Contact 07836333319

AZURE
> =
ﬁécﬂf"b

10 WEEKCOURSES
WINE'& PAINT EVENINGS
WEEKEND WORKSHOPS

INFO@AZUREARTACADEMY.CO.UK
 WWW.AZUREARTACADEMY.CO.U

C ADVERTISERS NEWS )

Welcome to Azure Art Academy (above) and
Old Basing Offices (left).

We ask for submissions to the magazine and
website to be made via www.basinga.org.uk
using the web forms:

Selection for Articles/Letters and Diary Dates
will be found on the “Submissions” drop down
and for Free Ads and Concession/Poster Ads
on the “Advertise with us” drop down. Paid
advertising enquiries can also be made from
the same dropdown menu.

Submissions made via the forms now provide
a common input for both the magazine and
website and are automatically routed to the
member of the team responsible for processing
them. All submissions must be received by the
10th of the month (6th in December) previous
to the magazine issue month.

If you have trouble finding the forms, you can of
course contact us and we will advise.

Our Privacy Policy is available to read on the
website which includes the GDPR requirements
for publishing photographs.

Contacts for general enquiries and assistance:
Paid Advertising - advertising @basinga.org .uk
Magazine and Website - editor@basinga.org.uk

All Advertisements in the magazine and
website are inserted in good faith and the
Basinga Management Committee accepts no
responsibility for any statement, omission or
errors made by the advertisers; nor endorses
the products or services advertised. The views
and opinions expressed in the Basinga are
those of the organisations, individuals and
authors concerned and not necessarily those of
the Basinga Management Committee.
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07737 584913

local roller garage door compan

T To advertise here contact
onaccordgaragedoors.co.u advertising@basinga.org.uk

1o L BARBERING & MALE
.f"'-'m GROOMING SERVICES

IR

F.-—'

L
Improvements

Home & Garden Ltd

R. KNIG e B
| 5 07841 532 878

For all your Home & Garden needs,
including:

All Ground Work Undertaken i Fencing
ey Decking
. i Shed construction & Bases
Fencing & Tree Work i LCeCaDiig
Artificial Grass
Tel: 01256 324588 e
Mobile: 07703 458372 A eedng

f www.primeimprovements.co.uk

Groundworks | Footings | Driveways | Landscaping
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( FREE ADS - BUY AND SELL )

Note: All ads are processed in received date order. Ads not included this month will
be entered in next issue, space permitting. If you do not want your ad to appear later,
contact the Advertising Manager. Ads also appear on the website with photographs

if available.

BLACK PLASTIC CRATES FREE 07952964744
Black plastic crates and numerous different sized black water pipes.
CHESS SETS OFFERS 01256328196

Anumber of chess sets (12) no longer required, variety of sizes, suitable for both an existing
or proposed Chess Club and are available singularly or as a whole in a transportable
wheeled pull along carrying box. Phone 01256 328196

C CONCESSION ADVERTS )

CAROL SERVICE AT BASINGSTOKE CREMATORIUM
Will be held on Thursday, 8th December at 7.00pm. As well as bringing the community
together we are having a collection for Sebastian’s Action Trust.

LADIES FIRST FRIDAY COFFEE MORNING
Why don’t you come and enjoy a chat, cup of tea/coffee and a biscuit at the home of
Mrs Dusty Brough, 7 Olivers Walk, Lychpit on Friday, 2nd December and Mrs Sheila
Stone, 8,Norton Ride, Lychpit on Friday, 6th January 2023. Both from 10.30am to
noon. For further information phone Sheila Stone on 01256 350238.

BASINGSTOKE CONCERT BAND ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Basingstoke Concert Band present their Annual Christmas Concert at St Michael’s
Church, Basingstoke on Sunday, 11th December, at 3.pm. Tickets available from band
members, on the door, or calling 07391 032945. Complimentary mince pie and drink.

OLD BASING VILLAGE HALL NEW YEAR CELEBRATION
New Year Celebration, Old Basing Village Hall, Saturday, 31st December. Doors open
8pm. Tickets £30. Party food, licensed bar. Fancy dress optional (favourite pop star/group).
Contact: sheenagrassi@hotmail.com (all proceeds donated to Old Basing Village Hall).

BASINGSTOKE LIONS CLUB -- SUSSEX JAZZ KINGS
The Basingstoke Lions Club is delighted to bring back, for the fifth time in seven years,
such is the popularity of this band, The Sussex Jazz Kings. At Old Basing British Legion
Hall on Saturday, 3rd December at 7.30pm. This group of highly talented musicians,
who play UK wide, combine their individual musical expertise with fun and the rapport they
build with their audience to provide a first-class evening of toe-tapping traditional jazz and
entertainment.

As ever, all money raised at this Lions concert goes straight out to good causes in the
community as identified by the local club. Tickets £12.50 - available from:

www.basingstokelions.org.uk or
Tony Bamberger — tony.bamberger@hotmail.co.uk — 01256 850254
continued on page 19
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P.C PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
LOCAL HANDYMAN SERVICE
J Coak Landscapes

T gk s

DESIGN & BUILD, PLANTING, DECKING, FENCING
TURFING, PATIOS, DRIVEWAYS & MAINTENANCE
FULLY INSURED & CRB CHECKED

CONTACT JONATHAN FOR A FREE QUOTATION p o
25 Years Experience
01256 412723 - 0771 7214521 Friendiy Reliable Service
E: info@jcooklandscapes.co.uk
www.jcooklandscapes.co.uk

« Carpentry * Painting
;EP;témbl = Ariex/Celling

rs = ng .Fg‘drg
* General Maintenance

Fay Curtis

Diploma in Foot Health, MCFHP, MAFHP.
Member of the British Asseciation of Foot Health Professionals,

‘ Martin Cole N

Plumbing Limited

191149
* Heating Systems » Boiler Replacements +
« Cylinder Replacements « Un-vented Systems »
» Radiators + Pumps, Motorized Valves * Showers »
» Thermastatic Radiator Valves « Water Softeners +
* Bathroom, Ensuite + Cloakroom {complete installations)
* Household Plumbing Repairs » Taps *
« Balivalves « Washers » etc.

Gphe Tel: 01256 352419

Local Plumber
marsinpeole@bunternet.com

Foot Health Practitioner

Professional foot care in the comfort of your own home

+ Toenail cutting  Verruca treatment

+ Mail condition treatments + Diabetic foot care and advice

+ Corn and Calluses + Relief from other foot-related
+ Dry and cracked heel remedies ~ conditions

To book an appointment call

07780 664410 www.faycurtis.co.uk

GARDEN & LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

Panels (3" -6") + Reclaimed Sleepers *  Sharp Sand
Trellis Softwood Sleepers Building Sand
Concrete Post Oak Sleepers Ballast
Closeboard Panels Decking Scalpings

NaturalSandstone +  Rolawn Turf 10mm Gravel
Paving Slabs +  Topsoil 20mm Gravel
Block Paving * Landscape Bark *  Decorative Stone

Delivery Service Available
Mon-Fri Fencing

T4 ;ns_p;;m 0 'I 2 5 6 7 6 2 7 3 9 Fitting Service

Free Estimates

Reading Road, Hook ,Hants ,RG27 9DB
www.bmfefcing.co.uk enquires@bmfencing.co.uk
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C CONCESSION ADVERTS )

in association with the Basingstoke Railway Social

STeTiale 3 o) - =] [FELN @i [F]e) | Club, Station Approach, Basingstoke, presents,

vecs on Saturday 10th December:

SAM PAINE BAND
Consisting of some of the finest musicians in the south of England, the Sam Paine Band is
a new, rocking blues band that is starting to make waves on the circuit.

Having made a name for himself with his guitar-driven powerhouse trio, Sam has freshened
and expanded his line-up. Now with a talented rhythm section of established players on
the blues scene he’s proud to share the stage with Emil Engstrom (bass), Robin Lowrey
(drums) and Ray Drury (keys). This exciting new line up is perfectly poised to take the
blues scene by storm.

All welcome - 8pm till late. £10 cash on the door. Licensed bar and low prices.
Profits to Brain Tumour Research.
See future club dates advertised on Facebook page Basingstoke Blues Club BBC3

C BASINGA ADVERTISERS )

The Basinga magazine is distributed free of charge to over three thousand households and
premises in the Old Basing and Lychpit area.

The magazine is produced and distributed by teams of volunteers, while our printing costs
are covered by paid adverts from local businesses. Without the income from adverts we
would not be able to function and our readership's support for our advertisers is crucial in
maintaining this magazine.

When you are looking for a plumber, electrician, roofer, builder or anyone/anything else,
please look in the Basinga first. Our advertisers are well-established and most of them
have been with us for a long time, reliable and would welcome your custom.

Our website www.basinga.org.uk has a list of our advertisers, either alphabetically or
by magazine page; from the home page choose 'OUR ADVERTISERS' and then 'OUR
CONTRACT ADS'.

OLD BASING AND LYCHPIT VILLAGE SHOW

Despite somewhat inclement weather and lower than usual visitors and entry numbers
(50% down), your committee judged the 2022 event to have been a success. It was not
surprising that the number of exhibits was also lower than the previous year, which we
attributed to the exceptionally difficult growing season.

By now you will probably be thinking about next year — we are, and are currently working
on the 2023 schedule which will be published in the Spring!

Whilst you are filling out your newly acquired 2023 diaries and considering which seeds
to buy for that vegetable patch, one diary entry should be the date of next year’s show,
which we confirm as Sunday, 3rd September.

Dennis Cole
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SIMPLY |
OUTSTANDING

© ST NICHOLAS SCHOOL

FLEET * HAMPSHIRI

THE SUNDAY TIMES St Nicholas' School, Fleet

01252 850121 | E. registrar nicholas.hants.sch.uk
n@smicholasschool | a@stnicholasflee( | (@) stnicholasfleet

www.st-nicholas.hants.sch.uk

Looking for a Letting Service from an
Agent who cares?

You’'ll find us on The Street

all
LANDLORDS aspects

LETTING
SERVICES

20% Discount with this advert
T: 01256 470411 Sccuioecismtinmonicoscank
Zoopla y A O [ oS
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT « RELOCATION CONSULTANTS * INVENTORY SERVICES




WELCOME TO REVEREND JO!

At the time of writing we are looking forward to welcome Reverend Jo Mulliner as St
Mary’s new Vicar following her installation and induction on Tuesday, 22 November.

In the meantime we asked Revd. Jo to provide a few words; she writes:

"I've been asked to write a few words of introduction, but I'd like to start by saying a mas-
sive ‘thank you’ to you all - church and wider community - for such an amazing welcome! |
am very much delighted to be your new Vicar and have been bowled over by the strength
of welcome which | have already experienced in the village - even when the removal
company caused a traffic jam in Church Lane when | moved in! | knew that | was coming
to somewhere special - and each day | am able to count more and more blessings in this
place.

A bit about me - I've been in ministry for eight years now -
serving my curacy in Lymington - then journeying to Cornwall
and Scotland before returning to my sending Diocese. Be-
fore this | was a teacher of English and History - in the Chan-
nel Isle of Jersey. | am delighted to have so much school
involvement here in the village. In my spare time | can be
found drinking coffee, eating cake and chatting; as well as
lifting weights or chilling in or on the sea. | am very much
looking forward to meeting you all, and am deeply grateful for
the welcome which so many have already given. If you spot
me, please say ‘hello’!"

This month’s working party will be on Saturday, 3rd December at 10am — meet by the
PIOCC noticeboard at the entrance to the Conservation Area. There will be no Thursday
afternoon working party in December. We will continue our seasonal conservation tasks,
including woodland management. We look forward to welcoming our regular volunteers
and also new participants. All are welcome.

Churchyard Conservation is a community project, not just for churchgoers, so please
come along if you would like to be involved. Just turn up in gardening clothes and bring
gloves. The tools are provided. Our Saturday morning sessions last about three hours
(with a coffee break and chance to relax).

We will be decorating a tree and our hedge at St Mary’s Church’s Christmas Tree
Festival, 9th to 11th December (see pages 22-23). This year’s theme is ‘The Twelve
Days of Christmas’. We look forward to seeing you there.

The holly berries are now at their best, providing food for the birds especially the blackbirds.
The WI seat continues to provide a quiet spot for a moment of reflection and peace.

The Conservation Area is for everyone to enjoy.
For further information please ring Fay Farrant on 01256 476863.
Margaret Carr
www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk
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ST. MARY'S CHURCH - CHRISTMAS TREE FES

The theme this year is the Twelve Days of Christmas. There will be decorated
trees on display both inside and outside the church.

FRIDAY, 9TH DECEMBER

Wear your Christmas jumpers and hats and come
along to our Christmas Sing-along of carols and
songs.

Tickets are £5 per adult, £2.50 per child, £12.50
for a family (up to 4 children).

Doors open at 6.30pm for a 7pm start.
Refreshments will be on sale, and there will be a
raffle drawn that night.

Use christmastreefestival.stmarys@gmail.com

email address to reserve your tickets or telephone
Debbie Filer on 07541 698235.

SATURDAY, 10TH DECEMBER AND SUNDAY, 11TH DECEMBER

The church is open from 11am to 4pm on both days. Come along and buy
from our Christmas market. Enjoy the wonderful display of trees (and vote
for your favourite). We will have plenty of children’s activities both inside the
church and outside as well as hot food, refreshments and our raffle.
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IVAL WEEKEND - DECEMBER 9TH TO 11TH

SATURDAY, 10 DECEMBER

Come for a BBQ lunch (see photo below) and stay until 2pm to listen to the
choirs from both Old Basing Infant school and St Mary’s Junior School
(see photo below). Follow that with some mulled wine and mince pies. Yummy!

SUNDAY, 11TH DECEMBER

The festival resumes from 11am and one highlight is the British Legion Band at
2pm (see photo below). Enjoy the singing while eating a bacon roll or drinking some
warming soup. Remember to get your raffle tickets before the draw at 3pm.




CHRISTMAS AT ST MARY'S CHURCH

ar ’S CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
TEE['I?!I‘ Friday 9th December, Singalong (7pm)
- Saturday, 10th and Sunday, 11th December (11am to 4pm)
with seasonal craft stalls and barbecue (see middle pages)

CAROL SERVICE
Sunday, 18th December (7pm). A celebration of lessons and carols

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE
Friday, 23rd December (3.30pm), followed by refreshments.
A gentle service in the Bolton Chapel for the season of Christmas
NATIVITY SERVICES
Friday, 24th December (2.30 and 4pm).

Dress up and come along to hear the story of Christmas.

MIDNIGHT MASS
Saturday, 24th December (11.15pm)

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICES
Sunday, 25th December (8 and 9.30am)

Website: www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk Facebook: StMarysOldBasingAndLychpit
DECEMBER AT OLD BASING METHODIST CHURCH

Thursdays, 1st, 8th and 15th December — Advent Bible Study at
2.30pm with Rev. David Jenkins. Open to all, please join us.

Friday, 9th — Christmas Coffee morning, 10.30am to noon, with
mince pies, chat and laughter.

Wednesday. 14th — MHA members enjoy their Christmas Tea (noon
to 3pm).

We hope to arrange a church lunch during the month.
SUNDAY SERVICES AS FOLLOWS:
4th — normal worship time of 10.30am
11th — No service at the Chapel. We join with Oakridge for their Nativity at 10.30am
18th — Carol Service 10.30am
25th — Our Christmas Morning Worship at 10.15am will be led by Revd. David Jenkins

THE CHILDREN'S SOCIETY

Thank you to everyone who supported the coffee morning on 15th October in aid of The
Children’s Society. With an amazing cake stall, a generous raffle, the sale of Christmas
cards and gifts, there was also lots of coffee and chat. With donations and much goodwill
from everyone, the total raised for the charity was £1,110.50! This wonderful result will go
to help many vulnerable young people. Thank you!

Rosemary Kershaw (Parish Representative)

OLD BASING
METHODIST
CHURCH
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Accountancy

Berryto

Do you need an accountant?|

We offer an accountancy service for
small businesses and individuals

Year End Accounts
Bookkeeping

VAT and Tax
Personal Tax Returns

A. SEWELL

www.asewell.co.uks

Lighting, Electrical & Audio Visual

All Lighting and Electrical work undertaken including:

- Security & Emergency Lighting

- Interior & Exterior Lighting Design & Installation
- TV, Telephone and Data Distribution

- Multi-room AudiofVisual

- Alarm Systems, CCTV & Door Access Systems

- Electrical Alterations & Re-wires

01256 329893
01252

DOMESTIC /l\
INSTALLER u

LEWIS

HEATING & PLUMBING

We are a local reliable family business and strive to
provide outstanding customer service & workmanship;
Endorsed by Which Trusted traders.

Boiler installation & servicing

Central heating repairs | Smart thermostat installation
Power flushing | New radiators & valves

Gas hob & Gas cooker installations

Landlord Gas safety certificates

Showers/Sinks/Taps/Toilets

Water softener installation

Cold water storage tanks [ Ball valves

Unvented hot water storage installation & servicing
Immersion heater & Vented hot water cylinder replacements

Which?)

547224
Telephone: 01256 413716
Mobile: 07804 030889

email: mark.lewis97 @ntlworld.com
web: lewisheatingandplumbing.co.uk

[6]JA-Foardable

E
2l Domestics
WE REPAIR....

Washing Machines, Cookers, Dishwashers, Fridge Freezers,
Ovens, Vacuum Cleaners & Tumble Dryers.

(e o »

Family Qualified
Pricing Run Engineers

{lﬂ

0

Basingstoke
Based

Call: 07891 465499 | Email: afdomestics@engineer.com
Web: www.afdomestics.com
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DEAR FRIENDS

Advent is here! A somewhat paradoxical statement perhaps, since Advent is all about the
waiting. It’s that purplevested season in the church calendar when we prepare and antic-
ipate the coming of Christ as a baby born in Bethlehem. Indeed, the word Advent means
arrival or coming and is packed full with a sense of expectancy.

Now if you're like me, waiting does not always come easily. It can be hard living with unful-
filled desire, keeping hope alive in the dark, with a growing sense of longing. In church we
use candles (at our Christingle service and in our Advent wreath) to symbolise our hope in
Christ’s coming as the Light in the darkness. It focuses our hearts and strengthens our faith.
And that’s another aspect to our preparation.

As well as making physical preparation for Christmas at Church and in our homes, by
buying cards and gifts, putting up trees and lights, getting in celebratory food and drink, we
also want to give time to the interior work of preparing our hearts by putting things right
and making things ready. The promise of this season after all, is this, that the Christ-child
may be born again in our hearts. As the achingly tender verse of the famous Carol, O Little
Town of Bethlehem says:

How silently, how silently,

The wondrous gift is given.

So God imparts to human hearts

The blessings of his heaven.

No ear my hear His Coming

But in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive Him, still
The dear Christ enters in.

So this Advent, we extend a very warm welcome to you all, to our regular Christmas services
in Church - including our Blue Christmas Service (see page 24) for those who find this time
of year particularly hard- as well as to our Christmas Tree Festival (see pages 22-23). Let’s
come with expectation and wait together for His Coming - He won’t disappoint, He will
come to every seeking heart!

With love

Helen Folley

If you have a creative streak or just love flowers, do consider joining St Marys Church
Flower Arrangers, we are a very friendly group and will welcome you. No previous training
needed but guidance will be given if requested.

Our next rota will be distributed in February 2023, ready to start in April, but we would like
to hear from you as soon as possible.

To find out more please contact Bridget Innes-Ker (tel. 01256 465636, you can leave a
message) or email me with your details at binnesker@hotmail.com
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e supply  stall 2 | The Complete

= Loft ladders & loft hatches

= Boarding, Ughting & insulation CCE-SS‘ILOﬂS Tr E E

SPAGE THE
EASY W

HUGE BENEFITS 1 W: Fully trained & certified staff Health & Safety focused
« De-clutter your home £10m Public Liability Insurance 30 years experience

« Create up to a third more space ; We guarantee we can help. Call for professional, friendly advice,

« Gain safe & easy loft access e
4 No'Frese: HE s o Eul cott act s & Teams all over Hampshire, Surrey, Sussex & the South;

e 01256 763 162
« Which? Trusted Trader €9 .
Call Pete now to book a FREE survey & quote

Visit our website for images, video footage,
U 1 2 5 6 6 8 8 6 4 8 client lists and more: :

www.cedardale.co.uk  Checkatrade.com
Whane reputation mation

WWW.ACCESSALOFTS.CO.UK

MILESTONES

LIVING HISTORY MUSEUM

WRIST

wLE&T@NEs“
MUSEUM

JOIN US FOR FESTIVE FUN

AND A SPRINKLING OF SEASONAL
MAGIC THIS CHRISTMAS!

3 - 31 DECEMBER

BOOK ONLINE AT
MILESTONESMUSEUM.ORG.UK

HAMPSHIRE mpnkiss | K3 S
E‘:Q CULTURAL HWinchester e
TRUST




VILLAGE CAFE

With the Village Café opening monthly for the winter, a reminder that our next cafe is 2nd
December (2 to 4pm), in the Parish Room. We will have a visit from lovely local florist,
Daiva and some festive bakes on offer. We are then open on 6th January 2023 for our
first café of the New Year.

The cafe has recently started a new initiative: 'Bake you Smile’.

We are asking you to nominate anyone you think deserves a treat, someone who goes the
extra mile, volunteers locally or just someone who deserves a treat for whatever reason.
This can be an individual, a group of people or a family. We will chose from the nominations
and deliver a little something to them. To nominate an individual, a group of people or a
family please message us with details and why you think they deserve a slice of cake and
we will deliver a smile.

| would like to introduce you all to
another member of the cafe team,
Gillian Peer.

Gillian is a long time personal friend and
has been involved with the cafe since
it first began. Some of you may know
from her time as a governor at the junior
school and long serving staff member at
the infant school. Once again, | asked
Gillian a few questions to help you all
get to know her a little better.

What got you involved with the cafe? The opportunity to help to expand on what had
been in place for a long time and to extend a welcome to everyone in the community to
enjoy a chat over a tea or coffee and homemade cake.

Favourite pastime? Cross stitch - | have far too many cushion covers etc, but can’t resist
making more.

Netflix or book? A book every time. Audiobooks too as | can listen/stitch at the same time,
win/win!

Favourite tipple? Gin and tonic, ideally mixed by my neighbour (you know who you are!)
Signature dish? Steak and kidney pie, following my mother’s pastry method.

Dream dinner guest? Would have to be guests. My family, past and present, gathered
together once more, and eating steak and kidney pie.

For most of us this year, it will be the first without the Queen’s Christmas broadcast, and
we will be greeted this year by the new King. This wonderful lady dedicated her whole
life to the service of this county, the Commonwealth and it's people. In the words of her
majesty,“It is worth remembering that it is often the small steps, not the giant leaps, that
bring about the most lasting change”. Wise words indeed!

On behalf of all of us at the Village cafe, | wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year filled with new possibilities, health and happiness.

Deborah Thorne
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ADVERTISE IN THE BASINGA

All sizes available:
Enquire by email to advertising@basinga.org.uk or visit
www.basinga.org.uk on the 'Advertise with us' dropdown menu
for Contract, Classified and Flyer Distribution details.

At no aditional cost:
All adverts appear on our website.

Adverts can be changed throughout the year.
Contract Adverts can be linked to the advertisers website and
to an optional, advertiser supplied, write up on their
company and its activities and can include photos.

Weller Mackrill
S M DECORATORS Chartered Certified Accountants
. ' and Tax Advisers

Interior & Exterior Accounts - Tax & VAT Returns - PAYE & CIS - IR35 advice
. . Company formations - Tax planning - Free initial consultation
Prompt & Efficient Service

Weller Mackrill, South Building, Upper Farm, Wootton St Lawrence,

Competitive Prices Basingstoke, RG23 8PE
Fully Insured Company s LS e
. E-mail:
Over 25 Years Expertence b,

Skim Plastering and

. o 3o Over 35 years experience in all
P(Zp erhangmg Sp ecialists oB types of domestic, commercial and
Cfty & Guilds Qualéfied ERRY| ndustilfendng

FREE estimates and advice with
All Work Guaranteed FE NCl NG no obligation and good quality
For Your workmanship are GUARANTEED

e AR AR RARARAAD
01256 811929 CALLUS 01256 358 940

www.fencing-in-basingstoke.co.uk




Did you know that the first motor car journey on Britain’s roads
was driven from Micheldever Station to Datchet in June 18957
Well, one of our new members did!

A New U3A Transport Group

It's little known about the U3A that if a member wants to start
an activity which isn’t currently available, we’ll support them to find people to share and
develop their interest. New member Paul has spent a career in various areas of transport,
and wants to keep learning about it. So he’s just set up a Transport Group for us here in
Basingstoke, and we’ve already found twenty other members wanting to join in. They're
meeting monthly, and will be covering all forms of transport: buses and trains, cars, boats
& planes, and more! Indoor meetings will have a single theme, with time to reminisce and
chat about issues past and present; but trips to transport places of interest will be in the
pipeline too. Do get in touch if you'd like to know more.

And if you have an interest and no-one to share it with — membership of our u3a could be
just what you need to get started!

Many of our members still like to study a little and we’ve a wide range of learning on
offer. The Transport Group has joined Science & Technology, Art History, Latin, Literature,
Film Studies, History, Local History, Modern Languages, Environment, and Art or Poetry
Appreciation. But of course others still prefer to dance, walk, cycle, play games, sports, or
join in with some of our arts and crafts groups.

So do think about joining us and have a Happy Christmas

Madeline Hussey
email: basingstokeu3aenquiries@gmail.com phone: 07787 520 281
website: www.basingstokeu3a.org facebook.com/Basingstokeu3a
[hBWI experiences as a policewomen in Hampshire. We will certainly be
inviting her back for Part 3! Later in the month a number of our

|HSP|R[NG WUMEH Members joined in the Remembrance Day Parade to the Church
and at the end of the month we took part in the Basing House
Christmas Fair where we sold our cakes and bakes, jams and preserves and craft items.

Our December meeting takes place on 6th December at 7.30pm at the Parish Rooms
St Marys Church when our speaker will be David Stiles talking about his experiences
as a Southampton Boy Evacuee. The competition that evening is an item of WW2
Memorabilia.

Later in the month we will be enjoying a festive lunch at Avenue Nurseries and we have
plans for an evening meal at the Bolton Arms at the end of January. Details of the WI in
Hampshire and other WI activities can be found at www.hampshirewi.org.uk .

If you would like to join our long running and thriving group, please contact our President
Sue Stewart by email at oldbasingpres@hampshirewi.org.uk

OLD BASING WI

A very well attended November meeting saw us being entertained
again by ex WPC Jackie Dimmock who gave us “Part 2“ of her
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AN | ce Quinlan

Internal & External

Over 30 Years Experience =0 . s
Tel: 07748808069/01256 467901 j; ¥y Kitchen & ,\@
Free Quotations ,,,...3' *\I
Proud members of
Checkatrade.com Bathroom Fitter
Where reputation matters You buy it and I'll fit it!

“One stop” service for accompanying:

- Implants

italdent F 3 Dentures Plumbing, Tiling, Plastering,

Dental Centre il Crowns Flooring & Woodworking

e —— - Bridges
Veneers l 1 l
Quality Dentistry & Denture Expertise Hygiene E eCt r] C a WO r k
Emergency Same Day Denture Repair Whitening
Award Winning Best Patient Care Aromatherapy =1l o= =..=
Hypnotherapy DOMESTIC
pomesnc {3

01256 811830
info@italdent.co.uk email: enqu1ry@leegumlan.co.uk
R e e e BTN web: www.leequinlan.co.uk

BUILDING CONTRACTORS 01256 636511

Extensions | Loft Conversions | Renovations | New Builds

WWW.WES GREY.CO.UK
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LINGUATASTIC LANGUAGE SCHOOL

- Christmas Countries Quiz
L‘ T t Let’s test your knowledge about Christmas traditions
~ Ingua aS IC in different countries! Which country has the following
traditions? Hint: they’re all in Europe. A bonus point
per answer if you can name the subject country in the language of that country!
The Three Kings visit on the 6th January and put toys in clogs left on the balcony.
Saint Nicholas comes on the 6th December with his donkey.
Presents are given out on 6th January by an elderly, white-haired lady.
This is the birthplace of the Christmas Tree, 400 years ago!
Father Christmas leaves presents in children’s shoes.
Children receive presents from a Saint on 1st January.
So, how many of you got 12 out of 12 ?!

« Feliz Navidad » from Espafa ! « Zalige Kertfeest » from la Belgique !
« Buon Natale » from ltalia ! « Frohe Weihnachten » from Deutschland!
« Joyeux Noél » from la France ! « Eftihismena Christougenna » from EAAGOa

And a very Happy Christmas to you from Linguatastic! Where we help you to discover
cultures as well as languages. Why not gift language-learning lessons to a loved one for
Christmas? A new hobby for a new year! See you in 2023!

Event news: Why not have a break from Christmas shopping
and try out conservation work for a couple of hours at your local
nature reserve on Sunday, 4th December instead. We are
Conservation B completely dependent on volunteers to look after the Mill Field,
%g, Gmup 4\_'%\/ keep the scrub in check for the wildlife and open up the views
2 > for the many walkers who use the site every day. You don’t need

to book in advance just come along on the day, the more the
merrier. No experience is necessary just wear appropriate clothes and footwear and we
will provide tea, coffee and tools. You will find us on the lower path, starting at 10.00am.

Both the group and the council are focused on clearing dog wood this winter, its taken over
the site and a variety of methods are being used to remove it. The more help we have the
more we can clear, so if you can make it, it would be very appreciated.

What to Look out for this month: Considering its December, it will be quite busy on the bird
front, so binoculars to the ready: the numbers of Fieldfares and Redwings will build up with
groups of Siskin and Goldfinches moving around. The Linnets should be grouping as they
start to roost and if you are lucky you may see some lesser Redpoll, Brambling or the giant
of finches the Hawfinch, all of which have already been spotted this autumn. Little Egrets
will also be grouping in the evening by the pub, or you might see a Green Sandpiper or
Snipe in the lower meadow.

P~ Mill Field 4

Anne Francis
Email: millfieldnature@gmail.com Facebook: Mill Field Conservation Group
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HARMES & CO ROOFING

TRADING
STANDARDS
APPROYED

R
buywithconfidenceggov.uk

07769 351165

Roofing repair
specialists

Free no obligation
estimates and advice Highly Rated Members of

Guttering, Downpipes, Tiling, Slating, Lead and Cement Hampshire County Councils
work, Chimney repoints, Pots and Vents, Loft Insulation Buy With Confidence Scheme

Home Maintenance Services

Family Business - Fully Insured - Free Quotations
References by Request - 25 Years' Experience

Fencing + Drylining/Studwalls - Painting/Decorating - Laminate Flooring - 2nd Fix Carpentry
Plumbing - Tiling - Fitting/Designing of Kitchens and Bathrooms

Marcus Underdown Property Maintenance Expert
01256 479327 - 07878 078135 - mtunderdown@virginmedia.com

“We do anything from changing a tap to refurbishing your bathroom”

WE'RE MORE THAN JUST A LEAKY TAP

CATLIN

PLUMBING & HEATING

Boilers 6 Bathrooms = Plumbing

Installations Cloakrooms - Taps

Servicing En-suites Toilets

Breakdowns Shower rooms All plumbing jobs
@J Contact us for a FREE estimate Cheekatrade
info@catlinph.co.uk . 07774 741021
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OAKLEY

¥

CARPETS (. FURNITURE [|\A{

Many Items in stock for Fast Fr Delivery

V3
Showroom CARPET EDGING SERVICE
The old Station Andover Rd ALSO AVAILABLE

Oakley Basingstoke RG23 7HA Rugs Made Your size
Tel; (01256) 782070

OPEN 9am - 5pm MONDAY - FRIDAY CLOSED WEDNESDAY
SATURDAY 10am - 4pm

VINYL, WOOD, CARPETS, LAMINATE,
FURNITURE FOR THE DINING ROOM, LOUNGE, BEDROOM
AND STUDY

www.oakley-furnishing.co.uk British made Beds Free Delivery Approx 1 week

NJP Heating Services

0% finance

on all Worcester Bosch boilers

complete with up to 10 year guarantees on all
Worcester Bosch boilers and controls

Contact us today for your free quote

07717 741999 or
01256 782202

nick@njpheating.com | njpheating.com

Bosch Group
A Installer

f
@he ZWORCESTER ;) poscy
e
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ALZHEIMER'S SOCIETY SERVICES IN BASINGSTOKE

Our Singing for the Brain group is held on 1st and 3rd Wednesdays
f\ from 2.00 to 3:30pm, in the Parish Room of St Mary’s and we run a

: v Virtual Singing for the Brain group every Friday morning (online).
Alzheimer’s aing grotp Y v g )

~Society We also offer a one-to-one Dementia Support Service for anyone
Umyd} affected by dementia and can advise, signpost and assist you and your

Against — |oved ones through the dementia journey.

Dementia
For more information on any of these services or to request a call from
one of our local support team please contact us by phone through the Alzheimer’s Society
Dementia Connect Support Line or directly by email. Telephone: 0333 150 3456: 9.00am
to 8.00pm Monday to Wednesday; 9.00am to 5.00pm Thursday and Friday; 10.00am to
4.00pm Saturday and Sunday. email: HIP@alzheimers.org.uk Please visit our website
for full details of all Alzheimer’s Society Services: www.alzheimers.org.uk

( IF SOMETHING YOU'VE ORDERED HASN'T ARRIVED )

If you bought something from a business to be delivered: it's
el the seller’s responsibility to make sure the item is delivered to you.
citizens If the seller used a courier, they should chase the courier to find out
ad\fice what has happened to your order - it's not your responsibility. Check
the delivery address you gave the seller. Then contact them and ask
where your order is. If the seller claims they’'ve delivered it or don’t
know where it is, you can ask for a redelivery. You might be able to get
a refund in some circumstances.

If your item left with a neighbour or somewhere else has gone missing:

If Royal Mail left something with a neighbour or in a certain place because you told them to,
it's not the seller or Royal Mail’s responsibility if it gets lost. If Royal Mail left something with
a neighbour or in a certain place and you didn’t tell them to, it's the seller’s responsibility if it
gets lost. You should contact the seller to ask for a redelivery or a refund - you can phone,
email or write a letter.

Your item was delivered by a courier then check your terms and conditions or account
details — they might include other places for delivery, like your porch or a neighbour’s
house. If you agreed to them, it's not the seller’s responsibility if your order has gone
missing. If your item wasn’t delivered to the location you agreed, it's the seller’s legal
responsibility to sort out the issue. You can ask them to redeliver your item. You can ask
for a full refund if: a delivery date was essential and wasn’t met; a delivery date was agreed
but wasn'’t essential, and a second date also wasn’t met; no delivery date was agreed and
a second chance to deliver was not successful

A delivery date is essential if you told the seller you needed your delivery by a specific
date. An item can also be considered ‘essential’ if it's obvious from the circumstances. For
example, a wedding cake that was ordered for the day of a wedding.

For either a refund or a redelivery, you can phone, email or write a letter

If you would like help dealing with a consumer problem, the cost of living or any other issue,
please contact Citizens Advice to see how we can help.

Call us on 0300 3309 064
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December weather is often the worst of the year in that it is grey, wet, cold, and dank.
However, if we get cold, frosty weather then the garden can be transformed into a glittering
wonderland and suddenly all kinds of winter jobs are possible from winter pruning,
gathering up those papery leaves and tidying up those messy borders. As we approach
the shortest day of the year you will need work to keep you warm outside, such as digging
and tree pruning. Check your winter protection and if you have a greenhouse make sure
the heater is working.

. Dig over empty borders and prepare your soil for next year’s planting.

. Group potted plants together and on trestles in a sheltered spot in the garden to
protect them from the harshest winter weather.

. Get pruning! Apples and pears but not plums, roses and Japanese maples are
just some of the plants that benefit from a winter prune.

. Look after the birds - clean feeders, stock up on wild bird food (squirrels
permitting) and make sure they have access to fresh water.

. Look for your surplus plants for Christmas gifts.

Try making your own Christmas wreath. It may not quite
have the professional finish but there is something about
using whatever you can find to create a thing personal to
you. Yes, the holly can be very painful to use, Japonica
sometimes “loose” their berries before we get there but
the birds are welcome to them and making a wreath to
hang on your front door is a lovely welcoming gesture at
Christmas. Just have a go yourself, its free and creative.

This is an opportunity to bring our outdoors in! Garden
foliage and other odds and ends found in the treasure
trove that is the back garden, can make stunning festive
displays, centre pieces and even the main event — the
Christmas tree itself! Consider a Christmas tree in a pot
that you can use year after year. You never know what
you might unearth if you go for a forage in the foliage or root around in the rough. Logs,
twigs, stones, pebbles, leaves, and branches can make super versatile Christmas objects.
Try making a window box with silver foliage plants and bright red cyclamen - it will look
fabulous! Relax in the knowledge that as well as creating stunning, one-of-a-kind festive
masterpieces, you are also doing your bit for the planet and bring your own potpourri of
natural fragrance to your home. Its never too early (in December) to get

Hopefully there are not too many jobs left to do this year so you will have time for some
fireside garden planning. Take stock of your gardening year. Do not be disheartened by
your gardening imperfections or failures, but devote some time to pondering what you
will do differently in the coming year. Unfortunately, the world is changing and this has
the impact on all our plants. We just must be smarter in what we do with what we have.
December can be dark and wet but its also a month of wonder and opportunity to reflect on
what we can do for ourselves and others in the new year.

Alan Caswell
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As becomes the British weather, we went from hose pipe bans to floods in a matter of
weeks but as long as you were not hit with a soaking you have to say ‘the garden has never
looked greener.

However along with torrential rain and high winds there have been days of lovely warm
sunshine, so much so that butterflies have taken to the wing with Stephen Thair spotting
a Peacock last weekend (29th Oct) and Pat Brace noting a Red Admiral basking in his
garden too.

Now is the time for cleaning your nest boxes, bird tables and feeders. For the former task,
its good if you can rake out the old material which might well be damp and contain remains
of dead chicks, egg- shells or mites. Dry the box out of necessary and replace (assuming
you’re happy with its location), perhaps adding a little bit of dry grass or dead leaves. As
for grubby feeders, well, they can spread many diseases to birds and when the food gets
wet, it does end up with an extremely unpleasant smell so bin it and start again! Your
feathered friends will love you this coming winter if you treat them right.

One big bonus about westerly storms at this time of the year is that many species of birds
get blown here from the USA east coast and Atlantic areas so keen twitchers check their
pagers etc for news of a sighting. Last week there was a UK first reported from Bryher in
the Scilly Isles in the form of a Blackburnian Warbler, a v
bird named after a British naturalist in the 18th century
but now regarded as one of America’s most beautiful
birds ( it acquires a fiery orange throat as a mature bird,
the bird seen was a juvenile). Meanwhile, at the other
end of the country in Shetland, birders flocked to get a
sighting of a Swainson’s Thrush, one of several Myrtle __
Warblers (photo right) or perhaps glimpse a few of the |
twenty Hornemans Arctic Redpolls that had arrived on _
the wind (no, me neither!) I e J
What becomes of these vagrants in time one shudders to think but for the die-hard bird
spotter these once in a lifetime sightings are tremendous news.

So, like me, there is zero chance of many of us seeing or recognising anything as rare
as the above but closer to home the same can be said for one of this country’s favourite
mammals. | refer to the badger. How many people have actually seen a live one? Well,
Alan Williams from Park Lane can now claim this as, last week, whilst being driven along
Tunworth Lane near Polecat corner, a young bruin was spotted trotting alongside the road
before zipping up and over the bank. The cub being small enough to probably be one of
this year’s offspring was at least sensible enough to turn THAT way rather than out into the
road where many meet their end, and where sadly, is often the only place we get to see
one. PLEASE NOTE: | have done away with my landline so for all Nature notes or bird
food requirements please use mobile 07900 648675 or email as below.

Rick Bourne.
Don’t forget to send all your nature related stories and photos to rickbourne@yahoo.com
or naturenotes@basinga.org.uk For all your bird food requirements, order it from me at
‘Bird Drop-ins’ use the former email address or ring/text me on 07900 648675 to place an
order or get a form.
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(

DIARY DATES FOR NOVEMBER

)

For details of services and events at St Mary’s Church please see page 24

NOVEMBER
Sat26 11.00am
Sun 27 11.00am
DECEMBER
Fri 2 10.30am
2.00pm
Sat3  10.00am
Sat 3 7.30pm
Sun4 10.00am
6.00pm
Tue 6 6.00pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
Wed 7 10.00am
Thu 8 7.00pm
Sat10  7.30pm
Sun 18  9.00am
Sun 18 3.00pm
Fri 30 noon
Sat 31 8.00pm
JANUARY 2023
Fri 6 10.30am

— nhoon

Basing House Christmas Fayre, in the Great Barn.
Basing House Christmas Fayre, in the Great Barn.

Ladies First Friday Coffee Morning. 7 Olivers Walk, Lychpit.

— 4.00pm Village Cafe, Parish Room, St. Mary's Church.

— 1.00pm

PIOCC Working Party. Meet by PIOCC noticeboard.
Sussex Jazz Kings. Old Basing Royal British Legion.
Mill Field Working Party, meet on lower path.

St. Michael's Hospice Light Up A Life. RG24 9NB.

Deadline for January Copy to Basinga Editor. See page 3.

— hoon

— nhoon

Old Basing WI, Parish Room, St. Mary's Church.

Parish Council Meeting. See page 7.

Civil Service Retirement Fellowship. Brookvale Village Hall.
Carol Service at Basingstoke Crematorium.

Basingstoke Blues Club. Basingstoke Railway Social Club.
St. Michael's Hospice Reindeer Run. Festival Place.
Basingstoke Concert Band. See page 17.

Old Basing Big Turkey at Old Basing Village Hall.

New Year Celebration, Old Basing Village Hall. See p17.

Ladies First Friday Coffee Morning. 8 Norton Ride, Lychpit

2.00pm — 4.00pm Village Cafe, Parish Room, St. Mary's Church.

C

BASINGA EXTRA

)

This month we were unable to include every article that we received, or submitted long
after the deadline. Content listed below is available on our website: www.basinga.org.uk

Basingstoke and District Railway Society Civil Service Retirement Fellowship
Basingstoke Gang Show
Lions Club of Basingstoke

Rotary Club

Voluntary Sports Council

Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust
PROBUS

School Readers

National Women's Register
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BARBERSHOP & '.‘[‘:_[;\]'.R'DR‘.[‘BS'.[*ZRS
Now open 1|1; Iiielle Vue Rd
Old Basing.
Hairdressing for the whole
family.

01256 357333

eN SOLyy-
Y o)
o™ NEIL INKLEY V8

SPECIALIST IN FENCING, TURFING,

PATIOS ALSO GENERAL GARDEN WORK

including Lawns, Hedges, Clearance,
and Pressure Cleaning

Local References Free Estimates

01256 882108 or 07768 105488

M.C.PEGG

Plumbing, Heating &

Local & Reliable

All Plumbing and Heating Installations
Gas Safe Registered - 195010

Bathroom Suites/Showers
Gas Safety Certificates
Boilers, Hot Water Tanks,
Heating systems,
Servicing

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: 01256 308462

Mob: 07973 217020
gzl Email:matthew.peggl@btinternet.com

Basing Pedicare

Fully qualified mobile Foot Health Practitioner

- Toe Nail Cutting
- Corn And Callus
Management
- Diabetic Foot

Management
- Verruca Care

Contact

Malinda Shook wceHp markp
to make your appointment-
| visit you in your home!

07751474322

3rd Generation
family owned
and run Funeral
Directors and
Monumental
Masons

Our family serving y
family for over 60 years

380-Worting Road
Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ

01256 323165

24 Hours

7 London Road

Hook, RG27 9DY

01256761717

Trading Standards approved

Pre-paid funeral plans
d without obligation.

¥ 1
L 4 It
Flowe
GiRr

01256 355556

werwtheflowergiriflarist.couk
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Did you hear
ST. MICHAEI.’S HOSPICE

Whether b
¥ antiques & -
collectibles are }

your passion

or sprucing
up your

home,

you can shop for what you need
and support your local Hospice. Go to

our website and follow the link for
www.stmichaelshospice.org.uk




SPINE TEAM _”:

CHIROPRACTIC THERMOFLUX

PLUMBING AND HEATING SERVICES

High quality and friendly MSK,
Back Pain and Neck Pain service

Fully insured | Over 16 years experience

with professionals who listen Free no obligation quotations
Annette and Gordon Linscott
35 YearS in BaSingStOke Boiler and heating system installation specialist

General plumbing

Now on your doorstep

Bathroom installations

East Ba !'ﬂ-:_ LYthit Centre . Water softener installations
2T 91256-466 666 : - Power flushing

Un-vented hot water systems

s

07891226591 - Thermofluxplumbing@outlookcorm.

s

MasterPartner

SERVING THE PEOPLE OF BASINGSTOKE & NORTH HAMPSHIRE SINCE 1968

ARMSTRONG ROAD, DANESHILL EAST, BASINGSTOKE, HAMPSHIRE RG24 8NU
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® BASINGA

EDITOR: Colin Follett, 101 The Street, Old Basing, RG24 7DA 01256 326909
LAYOUT ADVISOR AND ASSISTANT EDITOR: Lyn Caswell 01256 464800
SECRETARY: Graham Merry, 40 Linden Avenue, Old Basing, RG24 7HS 01256 463908
TREASURER: Andy Grove, 30 Pyotts Copse, Old Basing, RG24 8WE 07918 644187
ADVERTISING MANAGER: Lou Eddy, 66D The Street, RG24 7BY 07879 627899
DISTRIBUTION:

Old Basing Area: Peter Watson, 19 Priory Gardens, Old Basing, RG24 7DS 01256 352299
Lychpit Area: Andrée McLean, 6 Pimpernel Way, Lychpit, RG24 8SS 01256 819006
WEBMASTER: Alan Morris, 29 Lingfield Close, Old Basing, RG24 7ED 01256 329417

® OLD BASING & LYCHPIT PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK: Sandra Tuck 01256 462847
OFFICE AND HOURS: The Pavilion, The Recreation Ground

Monday to Thursday 10am to noon

® CHURCH INFORMATION FOR THE AREA

Church of England (Parish of Old Basing & Lychpit)
VICAR: Revd. Jo Mulliner email: vicar@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk 01256 363612

Regular Services at St Mary's Church, Old Basing
SUNDAY: 8am Holy Communion; 9.30am Sung Eucharist and Junior Church

OTHER DAYS: Wednesday, 10am — Holy Communion; Monday, Thursday and
Friday, 9.15am — Morning Prayer

Changes to the regular service pattern and other weekday services are shown
in the weekly news-sheet, a copy of which is displayed on the noticeboard in
the church porch

Old Basing Methodist Church
MINISTER: Rev'd David Jenkins 0118 3271592

07973 195566
SUNDAY SERVICE: Morning Service 10.30am

Roman Catholic

PRIEST: Fr Dominic Adeiza 01256 465214
St Bede’s Church, Popley Way, Basingstoke

SUNDAY MASSES: 9am, 11am and 6pm
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need a painter and decorator?

professional experienced
friendly reliable

affordable pscdecoratingservices  fully insured

call us today for a free no obligation quote

01256 334852 07919 358050
pscdecoratingservices@gmail.com

Infinite Harmony Hatha Yoga

4 classes to choose from: 01256 763859 i
Gentle Chair Yoga Monday's 07766 256788 e ! RIS

If you have mobility/injury concerns 14.00 - 15.00 SCENE T

then this is the class for you. All yoga Lychpit

is done on a chair and using props. Community Hall Treccmphiti@gmail.com el
Relax Yoga Tuesday's
This class is for all levels of ability 19.15 - 20.15
and uses postures to help you relax St Mary's
and deepen your yoga practice. Church Hall,
Old Basing

Sunday Morning Yoga Sunday’s
This class is for all levels of ability 09.15 - 1015
and focuses on strength and flexibility. Lychpit /

Community Hall s AND |_:-1H':_|1P-M e L

Fuduklmayéulmnms-dy!zs'

Sunday Night Satsang 1st Sunday K +
This is deep relaxation yoga. You of the month - 2 \‘4‘
will be led through a series of gentle 18.30 - 19.30 .
yoga postures followed by an Lychpit
extended guided meditation. Community Hall

e, Contact Yicky on 01256 910108 or
, j . email vicky@infiniteharmony.co.uk

Don't forget to book your space. i in
Basingstoke

Email: kate@dramamts co. ulc
Or call Kate on 07803 046549
www.dramatots.co.uk

For more information visit www.infiniteharmony.co.uk

WHITEROK

ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES

DESIGN & PLANNING SERVICE FOR HOMEOWNERS
EXTENSIONS, HERITAGE & NEW BUILD PROJECTS
WWW. WHITEROK.CO.UK /| ® 07787304795
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Crusade

Based in Old Basing, our services

include:

Domestic and commercial
Window cleaning
Conservatory roof cleaning
Gutter and down pipe clearance
Soffit, facias and gutter cleaning
Pressure washing
Contact us for a free quotation

01256 766899

www.crusadecleaning.co.uk






