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JANUARY 2018 - NOTES AND NEWS
The cover photo this month is “A splash of red amongst the snowdrops in St Mary’s
Churhyard” by Anna Fairs. The Basinga Committee would like to wish all our readers
Happy New Year.

BASINGA ARTICLES
We welcome both regular and occasional items for the Basinga. The very last date for copy to
the Editor for the FEBRUARY edition is by 6 pm on Wednesday, 10th January. Send emails
to: editor@basinga.org.uk All advertising enquiries — classified, free adverts or inserts
(flyers) to: advertising@basinga.org.uk Don’t forget that we only accept articles with 300
words maximum. All articles sent by email should be sent to the Editor as an attachment.

If we are unable to get your copy in this month’s edition please could you look on our website:
www.basinga.org.uk

BASINGA EXTRA
For those of you who visit the Basinga Extra Website you may begin to notice that your
browser may indicate that the website is “Not Secure”. This isn’t anything to worry about,
it simply means that the information downloaded from our website is not encrypted, and could
therefore be intercepted by third parties who were clever enough to do so. We don’t think that
this is of too much concern. However, having said that, we will be taking measure to secure
the website in the new year, to satisfy these new requirements that are being placed upon us.

We would like to thank you all for visiting our site throughout 2017, and we hope that you
have found the new format pleasing. We look forward to continuing to provide you with a high
quality magazine and website and improving where we we can in the coming year.

The Basinga Team

NEWS FROM BASING HOUSE

Were you ever a Friend of Basing House? If so, we’d like to invite you to an event. Two
years ago the Friends were wound up, but with a considerable amount of money in the bank
account. The view of those who attended the final meeting was that the money should be spent
on a monument to those who fell in the sieges of Basing House, back in 1645, and on some
wooden benches to place around the site.

The monument is now well advanced, and we are looking at holding some kind of official
unveiling, possibly at Easter, 2019. Everyone who has ever been a member should be invited
to this event — because everyone who ever paid a subscription can be considered a contributor
to the cost of the monument.

So, if you’d like to be on the list for an invitation, could you get in touch. The best way would
be by email: fobh@howardz.me.uk or by telephone 01256 327014.

Basing House itself is currently closed for the winter. As the summer programme develops
it will appear at: www.hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk/venue-events/68

Andrew Howard



OLD BASING CARNIVAL UPDATE
On behalf of Old Basing Carnival Committee, I am very pleased to announce that following
another fantastic year that at our Annual General Meeting on 11th October we were able to
award the following amounts to the 15 requests received for a share of the profits to local
groups as follows:

Amount £150: to Basing Singers towards sheet music; Old Basing Pre-School for some
outside matting; Bolton under 5’s for a trike bike and remote control cars; Basingstoke
Shedmen towards a second-hand wood lathe and lighting; Old Basing Methodist Church for
a kitchen blind; and Linguatastic to help with a specialist computer package.

Amount £200: to 2nd Old Basing Brownies to buy some storage boxes and a trolley; 1st Old
Basing Rainbows to buy space hoppers and face paints; Old Basing Beavers for supplies to run
sessions; 1st Lychpit Brownies to replacement crockery and buy new storage containers; Old
Basing Senior section for various equipment; 1st Lychpit Rainbows towards the Christmas
panto trip; 1st Old Basing and Lychpit Guides for a new flag and towards replenishment of
outdoor toys; Old Basing DoE for a GPRS tracker; and Old Basing Scout Troop towards an
adventure activity morning.

I would like to take this opportunity to say a big thank you to all the committee members,
our extended support network for their continued dedication and hard work which enabled us
to have another successful year. Thank you also to all our donators and advertisers for their
continued support. I am also pleased to announce that all the committee was re-elected.

At the Annual General Meeting we decided that our theme for next year’s Carnival will be
Book Titles. We look forward to seeing all the fantastic outfits and having lots more fun and
hopefully the sun will make another appearance too.

KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Carnival Selection Disco (Friday, 10th March); Carnival Day (Saturday, 17th June)

Joe Croombs (Chair Old Basing Carnival Committee); oldbasingcarnival @outlook.com

OLD BASING CARNIVAL SENIOR CITIZEN PARTY 2018

I am also pleased to extend a very warm welcome to all Senior Citizens who reside in the
parish, to join us for: The Old Basing Carnival Senior Citizen Party, on Saturday, 17th
February, midday for 12.30pm start at the Old Basing Village Hall. Lovely food, great
company, a few fun activities and a free raffle.If you would like to join us, please complete
the reply slip below and return to Sandie Rice at the address below no later than Friday, 2nd
February. Please note in last month’s Basinga the date given for the Old Basing Carnival
Senior Citizen Party was incorrect — apologies for any confusion.

OLD BASING CARNIVALSENIOR CITIZEN PARTY (SATURDAY 17TH FEBRUARY)

Please complete and return to: Sandie Rice, 16B Pyotts Hill, Old Basing, RG24 8AR or email
information below to oldbasingcarnival@outlook.com no later than Friday, 2nd February.

I would love to join you for the Old Basing Carnival Senior Citizen Party:
JA 00 <74 211§ o
Number of people attending: ..........o.eiuiiei i e
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DO YOU HAVE A WILL IN PLACE? .

A Will is quite possibly one of the most
important documents you will ever sign.

— = Call now to book a free Will healthcheck or

Eg to start the process of making your Will,

T: 01256 320555

e Clarke & Son Solicitors LLP
Manaor Holse & Winchester Road Basingstoke Hampshire RG21 8UG wiww.clarkeandson.couk

MARTIN Call Us:

I E MATTHEWSON 01256 364753 O/F/VCI A N
F l.,r
. g . — " | i i B
PNV LT The original oven cieaning smecialists
THE VOLVO & NISSAN SPECIALISTS _

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION
QUDTE F‘LEA::E LALL

offe_r exclusively for
Bas I n ga read e rs. fullg.- employed ﬁtlErE

7 Emergency callout

(With this advert. New arders only) Project managed installation
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Visit Basingstoke's bathroom 4 year labour guarantee
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An estate agent one step ahead of the rest...

W cheeil char

THE COMPLETE DOMESTIC SERVICE

CONTACT BASINGSTOKE
01256 325575 ANYTIME

ARE YOU A WORKING WIFE?
AMD TIRED OF COPMG WITH THE HOUSEWORK?

WE PROVIDE
REGULAR/HOLISE MOWVE/END OF TEMAMCY CLEANS
IROMING, OVEMS AND CARPET CLEAMNING
CVER 25 YEARS IN BASIMNGSTOKE

RIMG LI5 TODAY FOR A FREE BROCHURE
01256 325575

CHEQUERS

Independent Fstate Agents

159027«

Thinking of Selling?

If you are considering a move,
we currently have buyers looking for
property in the 0ld Basing/Lychpit area.

For a free valuation contact
Steve Halstead

01256 810018

chequers




PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
A Happy New Year to all readers and we hope you have a healthy and prosperous 2018.

BEST NEWSLETTER

We are delighted to report that our Spring 2017 Newsletter won the Hampshire Association
of Local Council’s award for Best Newsletter based on its varied content, layout and interest
and was considered “a good read”. We now have a lot to live up to and would welcome ideas or
articles from groups and individuals to ensure that future copies prove just as interesting. Our
next Newsletter is due in March so if you have any suggestions or wish to submit an article,
please let us know before the first week in February.

MOTORWAY SERVICE STATION

The proposed new motorway service station by Moto Hospitality Ltd at junction 6 of
the M3 has been met with very strong opposition and rejection. To-date eight local parish
councils, including ours, and 173 members of the public have submitted written objections.
In addition to these a Borough Councillor and major organisations have either objected or
requested significant re-work before acceptance is given. Borough Councillor Onnalee Cubitt
commented “this application is not needed and not wanted. It will place intolerable pressure
on an already overloaded network. It breaches no fewer than nine of our Policies in the Local
Plan. On that basis this application must be refused”.

For details of the objections visit the Borough Council’s web page for planning applications,
related documents Ref: 17/03487/FUL - Construction of a new Motorway Service Area, off
Junction 6, to comprise an amenity building, lodge, drive thru coffee unit, associated car,
coach, motorcycle, caravan, HGV and abnormal load parking, and a fuel filling station with
retail shop, together with alterations to the adjoining roundabout on the M3 and slip roads to
form an access point and works to the highway.

We also have a brief summary of the objections in the Parish Office for anyone who does not
have access to the internet.

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

We are seeking permission to publish a photo in the next Community Newsletter of a young
lad who we think is called Charlie, marching at the front of the band at the Remembrance Day
parade. If his parents read this, please contact the Parish Office and we are more than happy to
provide them with a copy of the photo.

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS

The next two meeting dates are Tuesdays 2nd January and 6rd February at 7.30 pm at the
Pavilion. All are welcome and anyone with impaired mobility should contact the Parish Office
so they can be accommodated.

PARISH COUNCIL CONTACTS

Chairman: ClIr. Mark Oszczyk (contact via Parish Office)

Parish Clerk: Mrs Sandra Tuck  Deputy Clerk: Mrs Heather Mountford

Address: The Pavilion, The Recreation Ground, The Street, Old Basing, RG24 7DA; Tel.
01256 462847 (Office Opening Hours: Monda to Thursday, 10 am—noon)

Email: clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk  Web: www.oldbasing.gov.uk



PC-fix-IT

& Tel: 01256 474997
or 07909 681606
www.pcfixit.co.uk

Repairs, Upgrades, Virus removal,
Broadband, Internet, Wireless, etc.
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®
Reliable, experienced service. =?1__r_:

LAWRENCE NARDI

ARCHITECT
All planning & Building Regulations
applications

Fully qualified with over 40 years
experience

Based in Old Basing — Free preliminary
consultation

Tel: 01256 819666 & 07870 443812

y The Water
- Softener
‘. Spemallsts

® Manufacturing water
softeners for over
30 years

Latest non-electric block
salt water softeners
New installations

& repairs

Advanced technology
water filters for pure
drinking water

No call-out charge

Based in Hook

Fitted, fully reconditioned water softeners
from just £395 (includes warranty).

Tele: 01256 768171

Mobile: 07836 247694
www.amsmaytair.co.uk
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SATELLITE & AERIALS
Family Run Business Est 1988

o Aerial & Dish Installations
Freeview, Sky, European & Freesat Installations. Your only local Sky
authorised dealer. We can offer the same deals as Sky

o Freeview, Sky or Freesat on additional TVs
Magic Eye control & HD on multiple TVs. Phone & Ethemnet points.

o TV Wall Installation
Free site survey. System planning. Hidden cabling

© Tuning & set up of your equipment

Advice for Digital, Audio & Smart Equipment. Cable fidying
Weakfow signal improvement

o WiFi Signal Improvement
o CCTV Installations

_':-iN Your local
= 5 | Skyexpert

W.T.HIIL.IL.

Painter & Decorator
Internal & External
Domestic & Commercial

Over 30 Years Experience

Tel: 07748808069/01256 467901
Free Quotations

O Checkatrade.com
Where reputation matners.

01256 841860

o Sonos Sound Sytems

Visit us at Essex Road Basingstoke
www.horizonsatellites.co.uk  info@horizonsatellites.co.uk

QOver 35 years experience in all
types of domestic, commercial and
industrial fencing

FENCING

FREE estimates and advice with
no obligation and good quality
workmanship are GUARANTEED

CALLUS 01256 358 940

www.fencing-in-basingstoke.co.uk
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SPECIALIST IN FENCING, TURFING,

PATIOS ALSO GENERAL GARDEN WORK

including Lawns, Hedges, Clearance,
and Pressure Cleaning

Local References Free Estimates

01256 882108 or 07768 105488
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RELIABLE DOMESTIC
CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING
SERVICES

For quotes please phone
Lucy on 07768639762

www.tidytimeservices.com

TIDY TIME SERVICES

i
ADDE

JAYDAN

ELECTRICAL LTD

For all your domestic and commercial
electrical installation needs

Call us for:
Lighting, sockets and fuse boards.
Electrical wiring for extensions,
refurbishments and new builds.
Help with fault finding,
electrical maintenance, testing
and certification.

RAPPROVED
CONTRACTOR

07714 795507 or 07917 596164
jamie@jaydanelectrical.com

www.jaydanelectrical.com

Free quotation - 24 hour call out

DaviD MATTHEWS

Carpentry & Joinery Services
Chineham, Basingstoke. Tel: 01256 476207

< Doors <« Wardrobes < Kitchen Design Service
% Custom Made Units

CLARK FINANCIALLTD

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS

Mortgages and Re-mortgages
Savings & Investments
Life & Critical Illness Cover

Pensions

Income Protection
Private Medical Insurance

For your financial needs contact
Neil on:
01256 329547 or 07778 007492
E-mail: neil@octavianpartnership.com
Musket Copse, Old Basing.

Clark Financial Ltd is an appointed representative
of Lighthouse Advisory Services Ltd




SHOWTIME
Pantomime is returning to Old Basing this year after a lapse of nine years when productions
by Jackie Deadman and Rowena Hacket played to a succession of packed houses in the Old
Basing Village Hall. Christmas may just be over but plans are afoot for next Christmas 2018,
when Cinderella will be meeting Robin Hood (yes) in a sparklling new production inspired by
Rowena with her new partner Rosemary Kershaw.

Some aspiring local thespians will be leading the cast while the all-important backstage workers
have offered their services — electrics, staging, etc. Although the enterprise is being undertaken
under the auspices of the charity, The Friends of St Mary’s, this exciting new enterprise is
intended to involve all who live in Old Basing and Lychpit.

Peter Dark

BOLTON UNDER 5’S PRESCHOOL
Welcome back to all the children and we hope you had a wonderful Christmas! We finished the
term with our fab-u-lous Christmas performances of the Gift and the end-of-term party which
included storytime with Mrs Klaus and a visit from a certain big fat fella! Now we are looking
forwards to the new year and new term, and all the exciting events we have planned.

If you are interested in your child joining our preschool, please be aware that we are already
booking spaces from September 2018 through to July 2019 (and into the next educational
year — September 2019 onwards!), so don’t delay..... but also be assured that we do sometimes
have unfilled sessions, when families move or change their hours so please do contact us and
see if we have spaces for your preferred sessions. We welcome you to come in and meet our
staff, see our setting in action, so don’t hesitate to call on 07881 920709 or 01256 326196 to
arrange a time for a visit.

THE MILL FIELD CONSERVATION GROUP
Have a break from weekend chores for a couple of hours and try your hand at conservation at
your local nature reserve on Saturday, 20th January, instead. We are completely dependent
on volunteers to look after the Mill Field, tackle the scrub and open up the paths and views for
the many walkers who use the site every day.

You don’t need to book in advance just come along on the day, the more the merrier. No
experience is necessary just wear appropriate clothes and footwear and we will provide tea,
coffee and tools. We meet at the play area at Bartons Mill pub at 10 am and work for about
two hours.

WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR THIS MONTH

If you are out walking the dogs at dusk you may see Linnets, Reed bunting and Yellow
Hammer going to roost most nights. Redwing, Fieldfare will be shifting round with the chance
of a Water Rail, Snipe or Jack Snipe or maybe a Bittern or Waxwing if the weather becomes
harsher. Siskins and Lesser Redpoll can be seen along the wood edge and flocks of Long-tailed
Tit will be moving through the field mixed with the occasional Chiffchaff or Goldcrest.

Anne Francis — tel. 07974 944439; Email: millfieldoldbasing@yahoo.co.uk
Facebook: Mill Field Conservation Group
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The Barn

Animal Hospital

QOur friendly caring team welcames Great Binfields Road, Old Basing,
new clients and their pets to cur Basingstoke, Hampshire
purpose built veterinary hospital. RG24 BAD [near Tesco's Chineham)

24 hr on-site I'II.I'I'IiI‘Ig care ® Vaccinations ® Microchipping

LAz v parti ® Larpe car k
Mon-Fri: §am-8pr | Sat: 8.30-6pm | PPy paTS e oA B

- ® Yotor ;
Sundays & Bank Hols: 112m-1am Sabomary ?"rr'h‘rm"l“" Bmoyance
by smerpancy appointment only) ® Ulrrasound, ECG \air=gon;

® X-ray Endoscopy @ Rgception staffed

® Home visits by trained veterinary

® Pet passports il

& Neutering

The only small animal hospital
in the Basingstoke area.

Awarded tier 3 status by the
Reyal College of Veterinary Surgeons.

>

TWO GUYS

RITCHENS m BATHROOMS = APPLIANCES

01256 363123

enquiries@twoguys.co.uk ;-'Eilnrﬁrr.n:rl

twoguys.co.uk — -
{1

ARMSTRONG ROAD, DANESHILL EAST, BASINGSTOKE, HAMPSHIRE RG24 BNU
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= Facial aesthetics
* Early moming. late evening

and Saturday moming
: appointments
Local, friendly, = Children seen free on NHS
professional = Reduced rates for
| dental surgery 18-22 year olds
® Denplan

Call 01256 840141

www.guineacourtdental.co.uk
2122 Guinea Court, Chineharn, Basingstoke RG24 8)X

BIE Guinea Court

Dental Surgery
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IT’'S A NEW YEAR, NEW YOU!
Firstly, the Friends of Old Basing Schools (FOOBS) Fun Run Committee would like to
wish all Basinga readers a very happy and prosperous New Year. Secondly, we also know it’s
that time of year when many of us make a resolution to stop eating all the mince pies and get
back into the gym to start working off the festive excess! And this year you have a very exciting
goal to motivate your New Year, New You resolutions: The FOOBS Fun Run Series taking
place on Sunday, 14th October 2018.

What better excuse do you need to put down the leftover trifle and put on your running shoes!
We are currently in the process of finalising the 10km, Skm and 2km routes which will be
uploaded onto the FOOBS website shortly for readers to see.

We are also working on the online entry system and are hoping to launch that imminently
so please watch this space — we should be providing details in February on how to enter.
In the meantime, if you have any comments or questions then please do drop us an email:
foobsfunrun@gmail.com

Michele Byrne (Race Secretary)

LINGUATASTIC LANGUAGE ACADEMY
Some might think that the world’s richest man Bill Gates, has it all. A couple of years ago
however, he admitted that he has one regret. He said he felt stupid for not knowing any foreign
languages. Speaking in one of his “Ask Me Anything” sessions for online forum Reddit, the
Microsoft founder revealed that he wished he spoke French, Arabic or Chinese.

And it seems that he is not alone since several studies have shown that not learning a different
language is one of our biggest regrets. But it’s never too late! The new year can encourage
us to try new things, so why not consider taking advantage of the opportunity to acquire new/
improve your existing language skills without having to travel far?

Here’s a current Linguatastic student talking about her experience:

“If, like me, you speak French and love France and all things French, then you might consider
joining Rendez-Vous, a class for advanced level speakers of French.

I’ve been going along for a couple of years now as a way of practicing my French. I wanted
to keep fluent and to do something of an evening for me. Rendez-vous has not disappointed.

We have a friendly French tutor and an hour on a Tuesday evening in a small group to chat,
debate, joke and learn. We also play games, read and discuss articles and do some exercises (of
the language type of course)! I’ve found it a nice way to work on my French and really useful
to meet with like-minded people.

So, as you have just read, for adults, we offer advanced-level French, but we also offer other
levels in Spanish, German and Italian. We are also looking to start up a beginners Mandarin
class”.

For further information, email: info@linguatastic.com or telephone 01256 471474.
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lea yuur huuse a facelift
With:a brand new conservatory
Fmance Fac kages Avaliable

Call
01256 Bg1522
Find us online

Aptanwin: ;

'Cuntact us
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- -
Home Maintenance Services
Farmity Busingss - Fully insured - Freée Quodaticns
References by Request - 25 Years Experience
Jobi Undertaien
Fenting - DryliningStudwalls « FaintingDecorating
Laminate Flooring + Jnd FeoCarperiry « Plumbing - Tiling
FistingDesigning of Kitchens and Batheooma

Marcus Underdown

Property Maintenance Expert
01256479327 » 07878078135
mtunderdown@virginmedia.com
“We do anything from changing & tap 1o rdfarbithing your bathrogen™

PJH

Window Cleaning Services
Local, reliable window cleaner
For a free, no obligation quote for
-Window cleaning -Facias
-Gutters -Conservatory Roofs
Please call Pete on
07762 616600
e-mail:pjhcleaning@gmail.com

Free car park
Emargency appointmants
Homa visits

‘f Frea advice on rehabilitation

LOUISE SANDERS Free advice on axercisas
ESTEOPATIE Fraee argonomics advice

DO YOU SUFFER FROM

Back Pain, Sciatica,
Headaches,

Sports Injuries,
Shoulder Problems
MNeck Pain, Joint Pain,
Elbow & Wrist Problems,
Muscular Strains




CLASSIFIED ADVERTISMENTS

PIANO AND THEORY TO GRADE 5: Enjoy learning with a qualified, experienced
teacher. Joyce Refausse 01256 472108.

TANO LESSONS: Beginner / intermediate for children and adults.
Qualified and experienced teacher. Mrs Philippa Ford 01256 470174

DAWN T DUST HOUSE AND OFFICE CLEANING:
Plus Ironing Service 07767880185

If you would like to advertise in the Basinga please contact the
Advertising Manager (address below). Articles for inclusion
should normally be sent to the Editor by the 10th of the month.
E-mail contacts:

advertising @basinga.org .uk
editor@basinga.org .uk
webman@basinga.org.uk

or via Web Site www.basinga.org.uk

All Advertisements in the magazine are inserted in good faith and
the Basinga Management Committee accepts no responsibility
for any statement, omission or errors made by the advertisers;
nor endorses the products or services advertised. The views and
opinions expressed in the Basinga are those of the organisations,
individuals and authors concerned and not necessarily those of
the Basinga Management Committee.
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eric robinson

solicitors

We've arrived at 01256
Festival Place!
Open 7 days a week 224775

www.ericrobinson.co.uk

Family | Wills, Trusts & Probate | Dispute Resolution | Property
Criminal Defence | Employment | Commercial | Immigration

c_ County Carpets Ltd

Established 1964

* Offering a wide range of

products & manufacturers & M
* The very best quality =5 Ly —

* Reliable & helpful advice —

g B - - Opening Hours
* Free estimates - : Mon to Wed 9:30am 1o 4:00pm
: . 4 J . Thur and Fri'9:30am 10 5:00pm
* Free parking - : Sal by appointment only

Telephone 01256 467442

enquiries@county-carpets.com
www.countycarpetshasingstoke.co.uk
Units 4/5, The Beresford Centre, Wade Road, Basingstoke. RG24 EFA

30 Years in Basingstoke - . .+ &
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FREE ADS
Note: All ads are processed in received date order. Ads not included this month will be
entered in next issue, space permitting. If you do not want your ad to appear later contact
the Advertising Manager. Ads may also appear on the web site with pictures.

TWO COCKERELS £12 FACH 07939992764

One a Golden Laced Wyandotte cross, the other a Speckled Maran cross, both looking for a
new home. Due to an unexpected brood I have these two young very handsome chaps seeking
kindloving homes with space to wander around. Would like the company of a few hens.
Please call Timi.

FIRE LIGHTI TICK TRAY 1256478372
Dry clean wood in cardboard trays 24” x 16” x 5”.

CONCESSION ADVERTS
THE OBAGS SHOP at Riley Lane (opposite the Bolton Arms pub) will be open Sunday,
14th January, from 11 am to noon. The 2018 membership fee is £5 (this must be paid before
any purchase).Tony Stoney.

ST MARY’S FLOWER LADIES COFFEE MORNING: Come and join us on Sat 24th Feb
2018 in the parish room at St Mary’s, 10am to 12 noon. Everyone welcome. Raffle, gifts, tea,
coffee and biscuits.

LADIES FIRST FRIDAY COFFEE MORNING: The next occasions will be at the home of
Mrs Sheila Stone 8 Norton Ride Lychpit on 5th January and then at the home of Mrs Ann Price
10 Olivers Walk Lychpit on 2nd February both at 10.30 am to 12.00 noon.

OLD BASING TENNIS CLUB: At the moment it is a quiet time for the Old Basing Tennis
Club before matches resume and we start to plan for the new season. Tennis is still played in
January, usually at the weekend in the morning, weather permitting! If you would like to join
or learn more about our club please contact Lynne Thomas on 01256 477004 or email: lynne.
thomas8 @btinternet.com

BASINGSTOKE GANG SHOW 2018
In September 2017 an eager cast, excited producers and many others set to work on Basingstoke
Gang Show 2018. Now, nearly five months of hard work later, the show is almost ready. The
cast are polishing and adding final touches to the show, scenery is having its final coats of paint
and the last sequins are being sewn onto costumes.

If you, your family and your friends love great live music and stunning dance performances,
don’t miss out! The talented cast will take you on an emotional rollercoaster of entertainment
with original laugh-out-loud comedy and romance accompanied by music from the decades.
Basingstoke Gang Show 2018 will take you to school before showing you ‘London Life’ like
you’ve never seen it before! This bestselling amateur production will have your heart racing as
you watch this popular local variety show!

With the show fast approaching you are running out of time to get your tickets to support a
local treasure. The Show will run from Thursday 8th to Saturday 17th February. Tickets are
obtainable from the Anvil Arts Box Office — tel. 01256 844244; fax 01256 366900; email:
box.office@anvilarts.org.uk or take a look at the website: www.basingstokegangshow.com
Kirsty Sayers (Basingstoke Gang Show Publicity)
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CHINEHAM LIBRARY
Happy New Year! Hampshire libraries are running a Digital Options Training Support
project, and a free session will be held at Chineham on Monday, 26th February, from 9.30
am to 12.30 pm. For more details please contact the co-ordinator, Miles Kane-Smith, on
07384 274760. We already have a four-week free iPad loan available if you are interested.

Also on Monday, 29th January, we have a ‘Kick start your creative writing’ course from
1 to 4 pm, possibly of interest if you are thinking of joining our new creative writing group.

For children, there will also be more of the popular Charlie’s storytelling parties. These are
taking place on Monday, 12th February, 1.45 to 2.30 and 3 to 3.45 pm. They are aimed at
those aged three plus, accompanied by an adult.

Rhymetimes continue on Tuesdays as usual. Monthly craft sessions will take place on
Saturdays, 6th January and 3rd February, between 10 am and noon, and preschool
storytimes on all the other Saturdays at 10 am.

The Chatterbooks reading group will meet on Thursdays, 18th January and 15th February
at 3.45 pm.

Coding Club will run another course, with a waiting list being held at the library to which
you can add your child’s name.

The crime reading group meet again on Saturdays, 20th January and 17th February, from
10.30 to 11.30 am.

The CHIPPS reading group will meet on Wednesday, 14th February from 10 to 11 am.
Remember we have new reading and creative writing groups starting up with details
available from the Library.

Age Concern will hold sessions again on Wednesdays between 10 am and 1 pm to assist
the over 50s with computer queries. To book appointments please contact the local office on
01256 423874.

Further details of these and other activities will appear on social media.
Cathy Foster

CHINEHAM CRAFT CIRCLE

Our long-established Chineham Craft Circle group meets at the Chineham Village Hall on
the first and third Monday of each month, from 7.30 to 10pm.

We cover a wide range of crafts including knitting, embroidery, card making, cross stitch,
quilting, crochet and Hardanger. Members bring their own work but also enjoy seeing and
learning about the other crafts, gain advice if necessary, have a friendly chat and progress their
own projects. A small charge is made to cover hall hire costs (less than £2 per meeting),
payable as an annual subscription. Our first meeting in 2018 is on Monday, 15th January.

We welcome new members so should you be interested in joining us or would like to just
come for a trial visit then please contact Lesley on 01256 767042 for further details.
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OLD BASING WI
Gina Ireland, who never fails to give an interesting talk, asked us: “So ... who is Father
Christmas?” at our December meeting. I shan’t give away the answer, in case you don’t know!

Happy New Year to all! We meet straight after New Year’s Day as our next Members meeting
will take place on Tuesday, 2nd January, at the Parish Room at St Mary’s Church starting
at 7.30 pm. We will be providing our own entertainment as discussed at the December meeting
and you will need to bring along your chequebooks as it is the month that we renew our WI
membership! The competition on this evening is a small bon-bon dish. Those going to the
festive meal on Wednesday, 10th January, at the Bolton Arms, will need to bring along the
balance of the money for that as well.

Further details of our meetings and all other activities are to be found on the WI website:
www.hampshirewi.org.uk (click on WI’s from the top of the page and select Old Basing from
the list).

HAMPSHIRE POTATO DAY
This is the 20th running of the country’s largest and longest-running Potato Day. It takes
place on Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th January, both days from 10 am to 3 pm, at
Testborne Community School, Whitchurch.

There will be well over 100 varieties of potato seed plus peas and beans, onion, garlic and
shallot sets and flower bulbs from Charlton Park Garden Centre. There will also be stalls from
Beans and Herbs, Edulis, Grandma’s local homemade jam, Grow Your Own cards, Hampshire
Branch of the National Vegetable Society, Phoenix Perennial Plants, Thomas Etty’s Heritage
Seeds and Tufton Plants. Also there will be a seed swap, run by Hampshire Organic Gardening
Group — bring your seeds to swap for something different.

Alan Wilson, author of The People’s Potatoes, will be present with his new book, plus there
will be a talk by Chris Bird of Sparsholt College. Refreshments are available from H’s Cafe and
children’s activities are provided by the Friends of Whitchurch Primary School. There will also
be a free coloured seed potato for under 12s. Finally there will be a catalogue of all available
varieties of potatoes.

BASINGSTOKE AND DISTRICT RAILWAY SOCIETY
We will welcome the New Year on Wednesday, 10th January, with a presentation about one
of the most exciting ‘new build’ railway locomotive projects. The Prince of Wales, Britain’s
most powerful steam locomotive is now under construction in Darlington. Chris Ardy from the
P2 Steam Locomotive Company will tell us about the background to the project, fundraising
and the progress to date.

Our second meeting of the month on Wednesday, 24th January, is our AGM. The formalities
will be followed by the second part of member Andy Fewster’s presentation on Chasing China
Steam. Expect more clouds of steam and smoke and bitter cold!

The meetings are held at 7.45 pm at The Wote Street Club in New Road in Basingstoke town
centre. Non-members are always welcome. More information about the Society, membership
and future meetings can be found on our website at www.bdrs70d.com or telephone 01256
331002.
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WHATEVER THE WEATHER

I don’t know what our weather will be like this month. I suppose that even when we think
we know what to expect our wonderful climate can surprise us. I certainly didn’t anticipate
that last year’s Old Basing Carnival was going to be such a scorcher and I got very hot and
a little burnt! Perhaps at this time of year we can at least anticipate needing our gloves and
perhaps our wellies but we do not know whether everything will stop for snow or the days
will be full of beautiful wintry sunshine. Perhaps there will be greyness and drizzle or high
winds and stormy skies.

There are lots of times in the Bible where the weather plays its part and there are graphic
descriptions of storms. One of my favourites describes a storm on a lake where the disci-
ples think they are going to die. Conditions must have been pretty awful since so many of
them were experienced fishermen. Finally they wake Jesus and at his command the storm is
stilled. You can find this in Mark 4:35-41. When we read this story in our bibles it is only
a few short verses and there is no time to enter into the experience. However, years ago [
heard a dramatic dialogue of the storm and it went on for a very long time. I have a good
imagination and I felt cold and wet and very scared as we listened. We all knew the end of
the story but it felt like the storm was overwhelming and never ending as we waited for Jesus
to act.

I have never forgotten this experience and when storms come in my life it reminds me to
ask Jesus to help and to wait for him to do so in his way and in his time. Years ago I was
praying for a mother who was facing many challenges. Her situation started out bad and got
worse. | felt embarrassed about meeting her eye as my prayers seemed useless. So I wasn’t
surprised when she told me I could stop praying for her and pray for someone else instead.
I stammered something about my prayers seeming not to have helped at all. What she said
next amazed me. “My situation has got worse, but God has given me the strength to cope.
A change has taken place in me and I am so grateful.”

When my son was in a coma for over a month the prayers of many sustained him and us and
his healing is still continuing seven years later.

I do not know if you are facing storms right now. I pray that God will meet you at your point
of need whatever the weather in your life.

Be blessed in 2018.

Revd, #lison
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THIS MONTH AT ST MARY’S CHURCH

Saturday 6th January Men’s Breakfast Group from 8.45 to 10 am. Men of all ages are
invited to join us for good food and fellowship.

Sunday 7th January Eucharist of the Epiphany at 9.30 am. Traidcraft Stall
immediately after the 9.30 am service in the Parish Room
selling all kinds of Fair Trade food and craft items with the
proceeds going to the producers in developing countries. St Mary’s
is a Fair Trade church.

Thursday 11th January Prayer and Bears at 2 pm. Join Rev Sarah, Myrna, Pat, and
the bears in the Bolton Chapel at St Mary’s at 2 pm. All ages
welcome, particularly pre-school.

Sunday 14th January Christingle All Age Service at 10 am. Children and adults please
come 9.15 am onwards for refreshments and to make your
‘Christingle’ for this special service celebrating Christ’s light in
the world and focusing on the work of The Children’s Society.

Monday 22nd January  Tea & Talk Café (formerly known as The Memory Café) at 2.15
pm, in the Parish Room

After the weekly 9.30 am service at St Mary’s refreshments are served in the Parish

Room. All are very welcome.

For more details about the life of St Mary’s please visit www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk or St

Mary’s Facebook page where you will find fresh updates including sermons. The church is

open daily for prayer and you are welcome as you are every Sunday. Morning Prayer and

Evening Prayer take place at 8.45 am and 6.30 pm respectively.

LOOKING FORWARD TO FEBRUARY

Sunday 4th February Candlemas Eucharist, 9.30 am

Sunday 11th February  All-Age Service, 10 am
Wednesday 14th FebruaryAsh Wednesday (services at 10 am and 7.30 pm)

OLD BASING METHODIST CHURCH
Old Basing Methodist Church, The Street, Old Basing — Services And Activties:
Tuesday 9th January MHA Lunch Club with planned activity noon until 3 pm

Friday 12th January ‘Coffee Break’ is our monthly coffee morning from 10.30 am
Monday 15th January Midweek Communion at 2 pm

Tuesday 16th January Craft afternoon from 2 to 4 pm. Bring your own crafts or
materials will be provided.

Our regular Sunday worship starts at 10.30 am. Coffee and tea are served after the service.
Children are welcomed into our junior church.

Come and join us for Worship, Friday coffee, Communion and craft — a warm welcome awaits
you.
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CHURCHYARD CONSERVATION GROUP (PIOCC)
This month’s working party will be on Saturday, 6th January, at 10 am — meet in the
church lobby. There will be no Thursday afternoon working party in January. We will
continue our seasonal conservation work, including woodland management. All are welcome.
We look forward to seeing our regular volunteers and also new participants.

Churchyard Conservation is a community project, not just for churchgoers, so please come
along if you would like to be involved. Just turn up in gardening clothes and bring gloves.
The tools are provided. Our Saturday morning sessions last about three hours (with a coffee
break and chance to relax).

The Conservation Area is a community space for all to enjoy. As the days lengthen signs
of spring are starting to appear. The white snowdrop buds are beginning to show, the catkins
lengthening and the birds starting their spring songs. The WI seat offers a calm spot for
reflection and relaxation. You are welcome to visit.

For further information please ring Fay Farrant on 01256 476863.

Margaret Carr — www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk

WHO CARES? HAMPSHIRE INITIATIVE RESULTS
The ‘Who Cares?’ initiative in Old Basing and Lychpit launched during the summer months
and people from St Mary’s Church Old Basing and Lychpit joined 59 churches across
Hampshire to ask the question ‘What hurts you the most?’” We wanted to find out from our
local communities what you find the most difficult to deal with?

There were 4,769 responses across Basingstoke, and the survey found that top three types of
hurts were linked to ‘Negative Emotions’ (17.85%), ‘Family’ (17.69 %) and ‘Relationships’
(15.23%).

We now are thinking how we might respond and what we can do to help? We want to
signpost people to the local organisations and initiatives already happening and to come up
with some new, creative ways we might meet people’s needs.

If you are interested in getting involved in the response, or if you have ideas yourself, we
are planning a morning meeting, on Saturday, 3rd February, at 9.15 am, in the Bolton
Chapel of St Mary’s Church. All are welcome. For more information, please contact Steve_
Sakakini@yahoo.com or on 07812 145987.

YOUR LOCAL RADIO STATION NEEDS YOU!
Hospital Radio Basingstoke is actively recruiting new members to join out award-winning
team. We have vacancies for Presenters and Ward Visitors.
For more information go to our website at www.hrbasingstoke.co.uk and complete the online
application form. For further information, or to ask a question, please phone 01256 313521
during weekday evenings.
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JULIAN HOUSE
Homelessness is devastating, dangerous and isolating. On average, homeless people die at just
47 years old. People sleeping on the street are almost 17 times more likely to have been victims
of violence and more than one in three people sleeping rough have been deliberately hit or
kicked or experienced some other form of violence whilst homeless.

Becoming homeless can happen to any one of us. People become homeless for many different
reasons. Life events like a relationship breaking down, losing a job, mental or physical
health problems, or substance misuse can be the trigger. Being homeless can in turn make
many of these problems even harder to resolve. Rough sleeping is the most visible form of
homelessness. Many people who sleep rough will suffer from multiple health conditions, such
as mental health problems and drug misuse they are also in greater danger of violence than the
general population.

Julian House is a new project in Basingstoke and we provide Outreach sessions seven
days a week. Outreach involves being out on the streets and engaging people experiencing
homelessness, who may be disconnected and alienated from mainstream services and support.
Outreach workers engage individuals experiencing homelessness and assist them in accessing
health, housing and social services.

Once a person finds themselves sleeping rough it is extremely difficult to get back into an
everyday routine of secure housing and employment. Returning to a structured life and re-
engaging with society can be a long process.

If you would like to help reach out to our homeless and rough sleeper community all we ask
is a commitment of just two hours, even just once a month can really make a difference in
someone’s life.

For more information please contact Michelle.Martin@julianhouse.org.uuk Follow us on
Twitter @julianhousese or Facebook Julian House South East. Together we can make that
difference.

NEW YEAR - NEW CHALLENGE!

St. Michael’s Hospice and Odiham Cottage Hospital is recruiting volunteer befrienders.
This Befriending service operates in the Odiham, Hook, Hartley Wintney and Old Basing
areas and is looking for home-visiting volunteers. Our volunteer befrienders provide social
companionship to people who are lonely and isolated and living with long-term and/or life
-limiting illness. By building a trusting relationship they help to restore the person’s emotional
wellbeing, confidence and revive feelings of self-worth.

If I want to become a Befriender what is expected? For just two hours a week, you can make
a real difference to someone living in your local community. Relevant training, as well as
regular and ongoing support will be held locally at Odiham Cottage Hospital. The next
three-day training course will be held in February.

For more information please contact Maria Bryant, Befriending Coordinator, tel. 01256
393609 or email: och.befriending@stmichaelshospice.org.uk
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world. In Basingstoke.
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Unlike our London shop, however, prices
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THINK WARMTH TO SAVE LIVES THIS WINTER
Older people, their families, friends and neighbours need to think WARMTH across Hart,
Basingstoke & Deane this winter to save lives, leading home care provider Bluebird Care has
urged.

We love to talk about the weather in this country, but we are often unaware of the real threat to
life that our winters can cause for older and vulnerable people.

Our winters can be quite sudden and catch us off guard, which means people have little time
to take precautions against the cold. It’s important to start planning for the cold weather now
by taking simple precautions like making sure you are getting any benefits you’re entitled to,
speaking to your neighbours about how to cope with heavy snow or ice, and talking to your GP
about getting your flu jab.

Bluebird Care is urging people in Hart, Basingstoke & Deane to make sure that they keep in
regular contact with their friends and neighbours to make sure that they stay safe this winter.
Simple measures like helping a neighbour stock up on food ahead of a cold snap could save
them from a nasty fall if they try to venture out in bad weather.

The threat of another severe winter has lead Bluebird Care to issue a reminder for people to
prepare for the cold weather. Bluebird Care is urging the public to think WARMTH this winter:

WRAP UP indoors and outdoors. Wearing extra layers indoors can help you keep warm. If you
need to go outside, sturdy shoes with good grip or attachable grips to wear over your shoes can
help prevent falls, and an insulated waterproof coat will help keep you warm and dry.

ALERT Keep an eye on the weather forecast and stock up with nutritious food and speak to
your GP about medicine in advance of a cold snap. If you have vulnerable neighbours, try and
check up on them during cold weather.

RISK Minimise the risk of falls or becoming ill by taking the weather into account when you
plan activity when severe weather is forecast. Plan ahead for the cold weather by talking to
your GP about getting a flu jab, and talking to your neighbours about clearing snow in front of
your home.

MONEY Winter bills can be very expensive. Make sure that you’re receiving all of the benefits
you’re eligible for. In addition to the Winter Fuel Payments (Helpline 0845 915 1515), if it
gets very cold you could be entitled to additional Cold Weather Payments (Helpline 0800
731 7898). Or via website: www.gov.uk/browse/benefits/heating

TEMPERATURE Keep your bedroom heated to 18°C (64°F) and your living room around
21°C (70°F). If you prefer to heat just your living room during the day, to keep you warm
through the night try heating your bedroom just before you go to sleep.

HOT MEALS One hot meal a day, and hot drinks throughout the day can help to keep you
warm. Eating nutritious food regularly can help to keep up your energy levels and support your
immune system in the cold weather.

For more details about the Bluebird Care WARMTH campaign call 01256 762324, email:
hook@bluebirdcare.co.uk or visit their website: www.bluebirdcare.co.uk/hook/home
Bluebird Care is the leading, award-winning provider of home and live in care, specialising
in working with customers who live with dementia, physical disabilities and many other acute
and chronic conditions.
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P.R. BRICKELL

7 Bexmoor Way, Old Basing

All aspects of
carpentry work
undertaken

FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE ON
KITCHEN FITTING, STAIR PARTS RE-
PLACEMENT, NEW DOORS FITTED, RE-
PAIRS TO ROTTEN TIMBER AND
FRAMES, WARDROBE FITTING, AND
GENERAL MAINTENANCE WORK,
NO JOB TOO SMALL

PLEASE PHONE

All Ground Work Undertaken

Fencing & Tree Work

Tel: 01256 324588
Mobile: 07703 458372

PETER ON 01256 355534
Groundworks | Footings | Driveways | Landscaping
! Painter & Decorator
Samh Stevenson
~ Quality Interior work
L| sa J ane Over 7 years experience
scHooLfoF DANCE Qi Tty & Cuilcs
idy and reliable

RAD BALLET ISTD MODERN AND TAP
CONTEMPORARY AND STREET

AGES: 3 -18 GIRLS AND BOYS
OLD BASING, LYCHPIT AND CHINEHAM
FULLY QUALIFIED STAFF
FRIENDLY AND FUN

NEW CLASS:ADULT TAP AND CYGNETS
BALLET

Tel: 01256816821

Email: info@lisajanedance.co.uk
www.lisajanedance.co.uk

Call - 01256 841842 (0id Basing)

for 4 free estimate

PC DOCtOf (Hampshire) Ltd
Andy Pearce 01256 841204 [/}

Home & Small Business PC’s/printers supplied.
PC repairs & upgrades, Laptops & Desktops.
Wireless networking. Virus & Malware removal.
New PC & Tablet setup.

Data & Email Transfer from old system.

pcdoc.hampshire@btinternet.com
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BASINGSTOKE LIONS CLUB

Our fundraising programme for this year is nearly complete and our first offerings are:

SATURDAY, 10TH FEBRUARY (7 for 7.30 pm): Moscow Drug Club at Queen Mary’s
College — very entertaining. This group are receiving accolades wherever they play and this
was the only date they had available. So come and see them with us before they hit the big time.
Contact Maurice Hockley (email: mauricehockley @hotmail.com or tel. 01256 421867).

SATURDAY, 3RD MARCH: Swimathon at Town Centre Pool — This is an early opportunity
to get a team together and get “summer” fit. It’s a tough event, but the enthusiasm on the night
is hard to beat! Contact Tony Bamberger (email: tony.bamberger @hotmail.co.uk or tel.
01256 850254).

SATURDAY 17TH MARCH: Murder Mystery at St Leonards, Oakley — Well-known and
popular Oakley resident Ann Davis is organising the murder and mayhem for us. Her reputation
(and that of her local team) is such that Oakley may very well become the next ‘Midsommer’.
You can bring your own picnic and we will be running our usual competitively priced bar.
Contact John Hibberd (email: jhibberd440@btinternet.com or tel. 01256 461086).

Details of each event can be found on our website: www.basingstokelions.org.uk

LIONS CLUB MEMBERSHIP: Put your contact details on the ‘Contact Us’ page of our
website and someone will get in touch.

BASINGSTOKE CIVIL SERVICE RETIREMENT FELLOWSHIP

The meeting on 6th December was the group’s Christmas buffet when the Chairman, David
Cowling, welcomed 45 members and 2 visitors to the last meeting of the year. The Secretary,
Tony Brazier, remarked on the enjoyable trip to the Portsmouth Dockyard Festival of Christmas
last week and reminded everyone of the arrival time for the Christmas lunch at BCOT the
following week. Following this the Welfare Officer, Christine Broadbent gave her up-to-date
report. The Christmas entertainment was supplied by Gary Myles who not only played and
sung some of the old favourites in the usual style but also gave a modern twist and beat to some
of them while everyone enjoyed the buffet lunch. A bumper number of prizes supplied by the
group and members resulted in all present leaving with something from the raffle.

The programme of speakers and trips for 2018 is now available with talks on Cycling USA;
Eccentric London; Amazing Berlin; Travellers’ Tales; Life on Board Britannia; My Family
& Other Meerkats; Victorian Sports; 40 Years on Catching Smugglers; and Fire Safety from
Hampshire Fire & Rescue. Trips are planned to The Watermill Theatre; Chartwell House;
Windsor; St. Mary’s House; Painshill Park; The Weald and Downland Museum; Polesden
Lacey; Basildon Park and in October there is the ever-popular Mystery Trip.

The next meeting is on Wednesday, 3rd January, when Wiltshire Farm foods will be
giving a presentation, and the first trip for 2018 is on Tuesday, 20th February, to Kensington
Palace. The group meets on the first Wednesday of each month at Brookvale Village Hall
from 10 am to noon and all retired Civil Servants and their partners are welcome. Full details
of further meetings can be obtained from the Secretary Tony Brazier on 01256 418770 or at
bjmapbr@ntlworld.com and if you would like to join us on any of our trips please contact
Kate Lambeth on 01256 328791.

David Cowling
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24hr Airport Transfers

Professional Door to Door Service

“Reliable, friendly transport
solutions from a local company
you can trust”

01256 467577

www.basingstokeairports.co.uk

Suagzy Paws Dog Grooming

For Baths, trims, nails

ﬂﬂeparru,.es

5 -5
Ear plucking, anal

':pi-.n.'.:-- P ey
- glands etc, All breeds.

e LD i e
Modern salon in Little Basing
Professionally trained & fully insured
Competitive prices.

Web: www . snazzypaws.co.uk

Call Jodie 07523 866963

Lee Quinlan

Bathroom Fitter

You buy it and I'll fit it!
"One stop” service for accompanying:
Plumbing, Tiling, Plastering,
Flooring & Woodworking

Electrical Work

N EREE
pomesTiE
NsTALLER |==

01256 811830

email: enguiry@leequinlan.co.uk
web: www . leequinlan.co.uk

- WESTPORT GREY
BUILDING CONTRACTORS 01256 636511
Extensions | Loft Conversions | Renovations | New Builds

w "u"'r”b"v“ WES

PORTGREY.CO.UK

Wisigoed Corey Licl. - Hepistersd i B Ll < Do /2 TH084




BASINGSTOKE DISCOVERY CENTRE JANUARY
BASINGSTOKE DISCOVERY CENTRE, 19/20 WESTMINSTER HOUSE. FESTIVAL
PLACE. BASINGSTOKE, RG21 7LS (TEL. 01256 478670)

Tuesday, 2nd January (12.30-2.30 pm): Basingstoke Disability Connections. Informal get-
together for people affected by disability.

Tuesday, 2nd January (10 am-noon): Disability Signpost Service. Drop-in for information
on topics including transport, benefits, housing and more.

Saturday, 6th January (from 10 am): Children’s Crafts. Ages 3 plus, free.

Wednesday 10th and 24th January (2-6 pm): Board in the Library. Bring out your
competitive streak with games like Scrabble and Carcassonne, work co-operatively in
Pandemic or use you little grey cells with Cluedo! Free.

Wednesday 10th and 24th January (4-5 pm): Wonderful Wordsmiths. A fun creative
writing club, for 8 to 13 olds; free.

Friday, 12th 26th January (10.30 am-12.30 pm): Memory Box Project. The memory box
project is an exciting reminiscence project open to all. Drop in and share some stories around
the interesting objects on display.

Saturday, 13th and 27th January (10 am-1 pm). Discover Board Games. Ages 3 plus, free.

Saturday, 13th January (9.30 am-12.30 pm), Young Embroiders Club. Learn new skills
and meet new friends. Ages 6 to 17,

Tuesday, 16th January (10 am-noon): Family History Drop-in. Free.

Wednesday, 17th January (2—4 pm): Creative Writing. New members are welcome at this
supportive group for writers of all genres and ability.

Saturday, 20th January (2-3 pm): Chatterbooks. A book group aimed for 8§ to 11 year olds.
Books, activities, quizzes and lots more. Free.

Saturday, 27th January (10 am—1 pm; drop-in). Family Chess Coaching. David Graham
and members of the Basingstoke Junior Chess Club will be visiting to offer hints, tips and
guidance for complete beginners as well as to those with some knowledge and experience.
Free.

Saturday, 27th January (10 am—4 pm). Nintendo Basingstoke. Experience a new level of
social gaming with your Nintendo and other gaming consoles. Free.

AND AT TADLEY LIBRARY

Wednesday, 24th January (7.30 pm): The Life of Robert Burns and the Annual Tradition
of the Burns’ Supper. Bill Copland leads a relaxed and informal presentation about the
extraordinary short life of Burns, including recitations, demonstration and explanation of the
traditions of the Burns’ suppers. He will explain why Burns’ means so much to Scots exploring
some of the Scots language used and the subject matter of Burns’ varied works. Bill speaks
many times each year at Burns’ Suppers from small private gatherings to Grand Military Events
as well as on Radio Berkshire at this time of year. He also plays the bagpipes with the Reading
Scottish Pipe Band and is currently leading a project to recruit and develop a junior band.
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Irusted since 1802

-

SIMMONS & SONS

sales » lettings & management ® commercial » development # rural

wesaensisies- (1256 840077 - 01256 337100

wwwsimmonsandsons.com = 12 Wote Strect, Basingsioke, Hans RG2]T TRW

Niall Catlin
PLUMBING & HEATING

Leaky taps to full bathroom installation
Power flushing | Water softeners | Hot water cylinders

Cheskaracis.com I Boiler breakdowns, repair and servicing
Boiler replacement | All allied trades
All aspects of plumbing and heating
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OAKLEY

CARFETS (. FURNITURE

CARPET EDGING SERVICE
ALSO AVAILABLE

OPEN Sam - Spm MONDAY - FRIDAY CLOSED WEDNESDAY
SATURDAY 10am - 4pm

VINYL, WOOD, CARPETS, LAMINATE,

FURNITURE FOR THE DINING ROOM, LOUNGE, BEDROOM
AND STUDY

Range of Accessories and

GREAT RANGE INCLUDING:
Conservatories | Windows | Aluminium Bi-fold Doors | Composite Doors

& Quality UPVC Windows and Conservatories & Anenton to Detail - Local Recommendations
& Competitive Prices - Free Quotations B 10 Year Guarantee - FENSA Registered

Tel: 0118 9815440 | 01256 464304 (evenings) | 07831 200613 (mabile) | www.loddonwindows,co.uk
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OLD BASING ROYAL BRITISH LEGION UPDATE
MONTHLY BRANCH MEETING
The monthly meeting will be on Thursday, 4th January, 7.45 for 8 pm in the Jack Morris
Hall of the Royal British Legion.

Rick Bourne

NEWS FROM THE POPPY APPEAL
It is with great pleasure that I can announce that the amount raised for the Old Basing, Hook
and District this Poppy Appeal and Remembrance time is £22,768.29.

We are waiting on the figure collected from the contactless machine, so the final figure is
going to be larger. I cannot thank everyone enough for making this amount possible.

This year we have been collecting foreign coins which have been converted into cash for the
Poppy Appeal, we can also accept pre-decimal coins as well so please bring your old coins to
the Old Basing Royal British Legion or contact me directly — Hon Poppy Appeal Organiser
Tim Russell on either tel. 07772 883964 or email: Hampshire.chairman@rbl.community

PROBUS VISIT TO WADWORTH’S BREWERY
The Probus Club of Basingstoke, whose members are retired professional and business
managers, has been in continuous existence for over 39 years. As well as business-type
meetings with guest speakers and social lunches and dinners involving wives and partners they
also visit places of interest within a day’s ride.

The latest visit was a coach trip to Devizes in Wiltshire, ostensibly to have a guided tour around
the Wadworth Brewery. It is still family owned since its foundation in 1875. However as it
was market day and the brewery tour was scheduled for 2 pm there was ample time to wander
around this ancient market town, browse the many individual shops and enjoy a spot of lunch.

Some went to look at the Caen Hill rising lock system on the Kennet & Avon Canal that runs
at the rear of the brewery, while others sampled the delights of this old town that houses an
impressive indoor market as well as the extensive, and, what appeared to be, attractive value
to be had from the outdoor market. There were visits to a flea market and a museum that
displays Roman artefacts, including reference to the Emperor Probus, before the brewery tour
commenced.

Because of the many steep stairs in this old building some excused themselves from the brewery
tour but joined later to visit the stables and see the shire horses that are used to pull the drays
to the pubs within two miles of the brewery. These handsome beasts go on display at several
shows in the south western region during the summer. All then adjourned to the Harness bar for
a free tasting of the ales on display. An enjoyable visit and well recommended.

You will find more information about the Probus Club of Basingstoke look at their website:
www.probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com or phone their Secretary Paul Flint on 07770
886521.
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JANUARY IN YOUR GARDEN
If the predictions are to be believed, then this winter is set to be one of the coldest in 5 or 10
years. If this turns out to be the case be prepared to be on constant snow patrol, especially if
you have large coniferous trees or a greenhouse, snow must be brushed or knocked off as soon
as possible to avoid damage due to be excessive weight.

But let’s think positively. The cold weather will not come as harshly as feared, and we are able
to get out into the garden. There is much planting to be done, Raspberries, Gooseberries and
currants can be planted, as well as Roses, so long as the soil isn’t frozen or too waterlogged.
If you are thinking of growing peas this year, and would like them earlier than usual, place a
cloche over the soil to allow it to warm up. (tip: if you had a real Christmas tree, the stripped
down branches can make an excellent pea support)

The most pleasing course of action is of course to stay inside where it is warm! If you need
an excuse to do so, turn your mind to browsing the seed catalogues and online shops. As well
as the usual varieties, why not have a look for some more exotic or newer species. Pluots are
a mixture between a Plum and an Apricot, and do well in the south of England. Self fertile
varieties are available too. If you fancy something a little different try a Medlar tree. Medlars
are ornamental, flowering trees with pretty blossom, good autumn colour and fruits which are
edible, although not to everyone’s taste. Their fruit is tart if eaten raw, but makes pleasantly
flavoured jellies or can be used in desserts. Left to soften the fruit mellows and is a traditional,
if unusual, treat. It is a gorgeous tree.

If you are lucky enough to have an electric propagator then plant Tomatoes, Aubergines,
Chillies and other crops that need a long hot growing season, providing you have an indoor
area that receives a lot of light to pot onto. Keeping them starved of light as they grow will
result in leggy, useless plants.

I must give you your annual reminder to visit Hampshire’s Annual Potato Day (see page 21).
Look out for ‘Charlotte’ potatoes, which can be sown immediately in containers under cover
for a super early crop. Make sure you protect any foliage from frosts or it will kill the plant!
Otherwise chit your potatoes normally by placing in an egg box with the ‘eye’ facing upwards
and keep in a light, frost free place. If my potato has more than one eye that produces growth, I
knock off all but the strongest one, which I find helps produce healthy looking growth.

SITUATION VACANT: WRITER “THIS MONTH IN YOUR GARDEN"
A new writer of the “This Month In Your Garden” feature (as above) is urgently required by
the Basinga.

Ideally the candidate will have knowledge or be able to write about four aspects of gardening:
flowers, fruit and vegetables, lawns and pond care. He or she will be able to offer unusual tips
or tricks to help grow a variety of popular fruits vegetables and flowers. Also to be aware of the
seasons and what are the main jobs to do from month to month. They should try to give advice
and what would benefit most people (no point writing about plants that no one is growing).
Lastly, they should try to encourage people to try new gardening ideas or plant new things.

If you are interested please contact the Editor in the first instance at editor @basinga.org.uk
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NATURE NOTES FOR JANUARY
Well firstly a Very Happy New Year to you all and I hope you had a superb Christmas break.
As you read this we will already be past the shortest day and are on the path to springtime,
well almost!

But joking aside, as I write (5th December) there are already signs of the seasons changing
earlier than ever in this crazy climate of ours. Daffodil bulbs are showing 4 inches out of
the ground, blossom sits slightly frost scorched on some flowering shrubs and polyanthus are
blooming alongside a rose bush in a Cavalier Road garden. I heard today also that a RSPB
study shows that summer migrants such as Swallows are arriving some 19 days earlier and
leaving a week later than they were 30 years ago and whilst this might seem fine, the status
quo for available food and nest sites needed for this extended period can be compromised and
might spell long-term problems for their requirements.

My better half and I ticked a bucket list item two weekends ago when we jaunted off to
Brighton in the hope of seeing a Starling murmuration, and we were not disappointed! On
a cold clear and still Sunday evening we sat on the shingle beach among about 500 other
watchers near the West Pier awaiting the arrival of the small flocks that congregate to roost
in the rusting metalwork of the fire-gutted structure. Safety in numbers is the idea and sure
enough about 10,000 birds collected over about 30 minutes and begun swirling and twisting in
the air before eventually settling just as darkness fell. This prompted a ripple of appreciative
applause from the audience which we thought both amusing yet deserved by the stars of the
show. I encourage you to go and see what we did too!

For the first time ever we also walked across some of the Hackwood Estate, a well-overdue
adventure and very nice it was too. Entering the Estate at the junction of Dickens Lane and the
Alton Road, we headed toward Winslade and then back as unfortunately there is no circular
walk. Having said that, one can turn left inside as well and make towards Tunworth but perhaps
this would be for a nicer day than the very fresh conditions we endured on the 26th November!
There wasn’t a great deal to see, a large flock of noisy Jackdaws, a close encounter with a
Buzzard, two Kites and the captive Fallow Deer herd, that were all very inquisitive about our
presence. However, the Estate does boast some very old oak trees and it’s anyone guess what
age one might have been but its trunk girth was enormous.

Regular contributor Phil Males has been busy perambulating recently and sent me a good
list of observations: The sight of a Kingfisher doing what it does best is always brilliant on a
gloomy winter’s day so the little chap diving into the Loddon not far from the Bartons Mill pub
gladdened Phil’s heart. A day or so later in the same spot the ominous sight of an adult Mink
offset the joy of the previous day, so clearly despite trapping these deadly predators are still
here. Phil then ventured up Pyotts Hill and headed to Park Pale where a couple of Roe Deer
scampered away when they spied him. Then finally a low-flying Red Kite showed all of its
aerial prowess with the blue sky and weak sunshine illuminating its russet and white primary
feathers. Awesome stuff!

Don’t forget to send all your nature related photos to naturenotes@basinga.org.uk
Richard Bourne — tel. 01256 321108; email: rbourne @glenair.co.uk
For ‘Bird Drop-ins’, use answerphone 01256 842722
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DIARY DATES FOR JANUARY

(For details of services and events as St Mary’s Church, please refer to page 23)

Mon 1
Tue2  7.30 pm
7.30 pm

NEWS YEAR’S DAY
Parish Council Meeting, Pavilion Committee Room
WI Members’ Meeting, Parish Room, St Mary’s Church

Thu4 745 for 8.00 pm Royal British Legion Branch Meeting, Jack Morris Hall, RBL,
Crown Lane

Fri5 10.30 am — noon Ladies’ First Friday Coffee Morning, 8 Norton Ride, Lychpit

Sat6  10.00 am PIOCC Working Party, meet church lobby, St Mary’s Church

Wed 10 LAST DATE FOR COPY TO EDITOR (SEE PAGE 3)

745 pm Basingstoke District Railway Society talk, Wote Street Club

Sun 14 11.00 am — noon Old Basing Allotment & Garden Society Shop, Riley Lane

Mon 18 7.30 pm - 10.00 pm Chineham Craft Circle, Chineham Village Hall

Thu 18 12.30 pm Ploughman’s Lunch, Parish Room, St Mary’s Church

Sat20 10.00 am Mill Field Work Party, meet play area, Bartons Mill

Wed 24 7.45 pm Basingstoke District Railway Society talk, Wote Street Club

Sat27 10.00 am —3.00 pm Hampshire Potato Day, Testborne Community School,
Whitchurch

Sun 28 10.00 am —3.00 pm Hampshire Potato Day, Testborne Community School,
Whitchurch

Looking Ahead To February

Fri2  10.30 am — noon Ladies’ First Friday Coffee Morning, 10 Olivers Walk, Lychpit

Tue 6 730 pm Parish Council Meeting, Pavilion Committee Room

Sat 10  7.00 for 7.30 pm Moscow Drug Club, Queen Mary’s Hall, Queen Mary’s College

Sat 17  noon Old Basing Carnival Senior Citizen Party, Old Basing Village
Hall

Sat 24 10.00 am — noon St Mary’s Flower Ladies Coffee Morning, Parish Room, St
Mary’s Church

Looking further ahead in 2018

The dates for 2018 for the Ploughman’s Lunch in the Parish Room, St Mary’s Church, the

third Thursday in the month (except August), starting at 12.30 pm, are:

18th January, 15th February, 15th March, 19th April, 17th May, 21st June, 26th July,
August no lunch, 20th September, 18th October, 15th November and 20th December .

Please note the date for July does not follow the normal third Thursday in the month rule, it is
the fourth Thursday in the month, for that month only.

BASINGA EXTRA
Please note, you can view past editions (the last 12 months) of the Basinga, online at the
Basinga’s website: www.basinga.org.uk where you can read all the latest news and there are
also photos to look at.

On the website you can download a PDF version of the magazine. This will open a new
browser window for you containing the magazine. You can then save the magazine to your
device so that it is always available to you.
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OLD BASING VILLAGE HALL

Whatever your function needs your village
Hall can meet them.

It is already being used for most indoor

sports and leisure activities, corporate

functions, private parties, shows and
danees.

Facilities include a large multi-function
hall with stage and Kitchen.

There is also the
FRANK GODDARD ROOM
A custom built meeting room, which can be
adapted for most requiremenis.

Don't forget hirers who five in the I-"-r.'n'.c."r'
get a cheaper rate. So ring Sandie Rice
on 07544289932

'l gopy Health & Beauty
“WisE Based in Lychpit
Full ruﬂge of beauty treatments at hiﬂuxl‘_erd

com v prices in a friendly and re
ol atmosphere 2

GIFT YOUCHERS AVAILABLE

Call Linda on 01256 363354 or 07798 608297
email: linda®@ bodywischealth.co.uk

Or visit www .bodywischealth.co.uk for a
full list of treatments

Alexim Construction Ltd

JLocal company with all your construction|
requirements in one place.

Extensions Garage Conversions
Landscaping Patios Block paving
Renovations Structural alterations

T. 01256 700424 M. 07900894702
E-mail: enquiries @alexim.co.uk
www.aleximconstruction.co.uk

Accountancy and Tax Services for
small Businesses and Taxpayers

*Business accounts and Tax filing
-Personal Tax Returns
‘Book-Keeping/Payroll/CIS/VAT
-Business start up advice and support
Ring Steve Rayner:

01256 471284
Email:SteveRayner@taxassist.co.uk

44b Hackwood Road Basingstoke
RG21 3AE

www.iaxassist.co.uk/basingstoke

Syem:er &

3rd Generation
family ownied
and] run Funeral
Directors and
Monumenial
Masons

‘Peyton Ltd

fabl

Our family
serving your family

for over 55 vears
24 Hours A2 ¥

380 Worting Road
Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ

01256 323165

7 London Road
Hoaok, RG27 9DY

01256 761717

['ru.dirlg Standards u|r|.1rm'ﬂ]

Prre-paid funeral plans
discussed without obligation

spencerandpey en & blconnec Loom
T wuw speaccrandpeyionon.uk




() 01256 841381

THE TOPIARY

SAtoN™

rLAT )

C.ﬁ.LLD'IZ:ﬁ Bz WALK-IN BARBER FPRICES

YOU CAN NOW BOOK ALL I ;
SERVICES VIA FACEBOOK el

ASING 4 "The Complete

Keeping you Gas Safe Tree

Bill Martin
t. 01256 819521
m. 07990 514472
7 Blenheim Road, Old Basing, RG24 THW
www.oldbasingboilerservices.com

M Residential & commercial work
W Tree removal thinning & lifting

Fabio and Kat have moved B Stump removal; scrub

%&-E [ Dent to their new Dental Centre ance & hedage trimming

Call for a free of Over 25

IMPLANTS -DENTURES charge consultation
CROWNS & BRIDGES

*HYGIEMNE “WHITENING
New patients are welcome

AHBOIRICLLT LHAL
SFLCIALIS TS
i Ime

Teams alf ower Hampshire, Surrey,
Sussex and the South

01256 763 162

www.cedardale.co.uk Che&ﬁatra de oy

1 P,

Implant Dental Centre
Denture Studio
and Dental Laboratory

The Loddon Business Centre,
Unit ©Q, Rocntgen Road, Basingstoke, RG24 NG
www.italdent.oonk  tel, 01256 355 268
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5. M. DECORATORS

Interior & Exterior
Prompt & Efficient Service
Competitive Prices
Fully Insured Company
Over 25 Years Experience

Skim Plastering and
Paperhanging Specialists
City & Guilds Qualified
All Work Guaranteed
For Your

Free Estimate Or Advice
Please call Steve on

01256 811929

R.T. MITCHELL & SONS

BUILDING CONTRACTORS
Est. in Old Basing 1972

HOUSES
EXTENSIONS
GARAGES
LOFT CONVERSIONS
ALTERATIONS

RESTORATION OF LISTED BUILDINGS

Tel: 01256 352225
www.rtmitchellandsons.co.uk

—

& .

. STYLISH.

WAR

WINDOWS
DOORS
CONSERVATORIES
QRANGERIES & LOGGIAS
RCOFLINE & FLAT ROQFS
BRACKENWOOD SOUSE | KMBELL ROlD
AASMNGSTOKE RGIT 4AT | TEL 0800 25 35
SHIWRDOH OFTH
CINDWY 1o SATLURGAY Same=5nm
BLRAY T dpm
‘e

www.brackenwood.com




® BASINGA

EDITOR: Colin Follett 14 Park Avenue Old Basing RG247HJ Tel: 326909
ADVERTISING: advertising@basinga.org.uk See: Page15
SECRETARY: Graham Merry, 40 Linden Avenue Old Basing RG247HS Tel: 463908
TREASURER: Anne Taylor, 15 Hatch Lane, Old Basing.RG247EA Tel: 331344
DISTRIBUTION:

Old Basing Area: Jenny Harris, 40 Milkingpen Lane, Old Basing.RG247DL Tel: 462280
Lychpit Area: Andree McLean 6 Pimpernel Way, Lychpit. RG248SS Tel: 819006

BASINGA EXTRA WEBMASTER: Kevin Curtis, 49 Linden Avenue, Old Basing. Tel: 326789

® OLD BASING & LYCHPIT PARISH COUNCIL
CLERK: Sandra Tuck. Tel: 462847

OFFICE AND HOURS: The Pavilion, The Recreation Ground.
Mon. to Thur. 10.00am to noon.

® CHURCH INFORMATION FOR THE AREA
Church of England (Parish of Old Basing & Lychpit).

VICAR: Rev Alec Battey, The Vicarage, Church Lane, Old Basing Tel: 354707

ASSISTANT CURATE:  Rev Sarah Lloyd Tel: 816122
ADMINISTRATOR: Debbie Filer Tel: 07541

698235

CHURCHWARDENS: Tricia Renwick Tel: 326155

lan Kershaw Tel: 355500

Regular Services at St. Mary's Church, Old Basing.

SUNDAY: 8am Holy Communion. 9.30am Sung Eucharist and Junior Church

(Creche facilities available in the Parish Room) 11.15am Family Communion.

Evening Service 5.30 pm.

OTHER DAYS: Wednesday 10am Holy Communion.

2nd Thursday 2pm Bears & Prayers (except April and August)

Changes to the regular service pattern and other weekday services are shown

in the weekly news-sheet, a copy of which is displayed on the noticeboard in the

church porch

Old Basing Methodist Church

MINISTER: Rev Alison Parker alison.m.parker@googlemail.com Tel: 465064
SUNDAY SERVICE: 10.30am Morning Service

Roman Catholic

PRIEST: Fr Christopher Rutledge.

St Bede’s Church, Popley Way, Basingstoke. Tel: 465214
SUNDAY MASSES: 9.00 am, 11.00 am and 6.30 pm
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need a painter and decorator?

|:r::"-{\':.'_.|::r'.'.| SHDETIENCS
friendly reliable

afordable o degarating oo fully insured

call us today for a free no obligation quote
01256 334852 07919 358050
pscdecoratingservices@gmail.com

Infinite Harmony Yoga
Sunday's 9.30am in Lychpit Community Hall. 07766 256788 _ e
Relax & De-stress SCENE
TIJE'Sd&"_ﬂ‘Lﬁ ?pmin Fm“k Gﬁddﬁl'd Reom, TreeScenefrb@gmail.com REORICULTURE
Old Basing Village Hall.

Contact Vicky on 01256 810108 or A mﬂﬁ%

vicky & infiniteharmaeny.co.uk A

ta baok your place,
wwwinfinitaharmony.ce Uk
For all your electrical needs. Both in and outside your home.

DOMESTIC ]
INSTRLLER l:]

- Part P Approved NIC EIC Registered
bullsz==gm=  Call John on 07793748360 I ]

Mo call out charge. Reasonable rates.

NJP Heating Services .' 74

Boiler installations

Power flush heating systems i
aling sy fe Which?

Harvey water softeners installed e —

Vented/Unvented cylinders installed

www.njpheating.com

Trading Standards Approved  Free estimates and no call out charge




Proud to be supporting businesses and organisations in the Basingstoke and surrounding areas for 22 years
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