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JANUARY NOTES AND NEWS

The cover photograph this month is of some of the wonderful volunteers at The Village 
Café (photo by Tina Maria Keen). The café is open on Friday afternoons in the Parish 
Room at St Mary’s Church – full opening details are on our Facebook page. Homemade 
cakes are our speciality and we donate all profits made to charity. See also page 35.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE BASINGA

We welcome both regular and occasional items for the Basinga. The very last date for copy 
to the Editor for the February edition is 6 pm on Friday, 10th January. Please use the 
forms on the Basinga website: www.basinga.org.uk to get your dates, articles and letters 
to us (see box on page 15 for further instructions). All advertising enquiries – classified, 
free adverts or inserts (flyers) can also be made via the Basinga website. Don’t forget that 
we only accept articles with about a 300 word maximum.

PHOTOS FOR THE BASINGA
 

If any reader would like to offer a photograph of the village environment we would be 
happy to receive them, either for immediate use, as above, or to build up a portfolio of 
‘village views’ that we can use when appropriate. We now have a web form that you can 
use to send a photograph for the website archive and possible use in the magazine. Go to 
www.basinga.org.uk and the form can be found on the 'Contributors Submission' drop-
down menu. Should you wish to submit multiple or a series of photos they can be emailed 
but please read the instructions on the photo form for details. This feature should NOT be 
used for Free Ads or Article photos, which can be attached to their own forms.

LOGOS FOR THE BASINGA

We are making changes to the presentation of the Basinga and would welcome club and 
society logos, with the option to use them within articles. Please send via the Editor.

BASINGA DELIVERERS NEEDED

The Basinga requires local deliverers of the Basinga in Old Basing, specifically in the 
London Road area, either side of Hatch Lane and Huish Lane. It’s not an arduous task 
and requires less than an hour a month to deliver the magazine in your local area. If you are 
interested please email: basing@basinga.org.uk or tel. 01256 352299 or 07790 279954.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Stagecoach have announced that from 1st December l2019, Bus Service 7 will run 
half hourly via Lychpit on evenings and Sundays. With the two-hourly weekday service 
on Route 14 being unchanged, Lychpit now has a four times more frequent service on 
evenings and Sundays than on weekdays! Stagecoach also state that there are some 
timetable changes to Route 7 to improve punctuality. There is no mention of Route 14 – 
presumably they’ve given up trying to improve punctuality on this service.

Geoffrey Rhodes
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OLD BASING & LYCHPIT VILLAGE SHOW  
The Committee for the Village Show wish all readers of the Basinga a very happy New 
Year. Don’t forget this year’s Show is on Sunday, 6th September, in Old Basing Village 
Hall as usual. So start the year with a resolution to enter this year’s Show if you haven’t 
entered before and, if you have entered previously make every effort to win a cup this year.

CARNIVAL NEWS  
Great news, on behalf of Old Basing Carnival Committee, I am very pleased to announce 
that following a number of the local community coming forward that it looks like the Carnival 
will have a future post 2020! There are still a few things to work through and ensure all 
aspects are covered, however the new committee members that have come forward will 
hopefully enable the Carnival to continue after the 50th Carnival and so the legacy will 
continue. The theme for the 50th anniversary Carnival on Saturday, 20th June, 2020, is 
“50 Golden Years – anything goes”.
I am very pleased to extend a very warm welcome to all senior citizens who reside in the 
parish, to join us for the Old Basing Carnival Senior Citizen Party 2020 on Saturday, 
15th February (midday for 12.30pm start) at Old Basing Village Hall. Lovely food, great 
company, a few fun activities and a free raffle. We will be doing our usual welcome sherry/
orange juice – however do feel free to bring a bottle of wine to have with your lunch if you 
would like too. If you would like to join us, please complete the reply slip below and return 
to Sandie Rice at the address below no later than Friday, 7th February – thank you.
KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Carnival Selection Disco – Friday, 6th March
Carnival Day – Saturday, 20th June
If you interested in joining the Old Basing Carnival Committee or helping at any of our 
events please contact Sandie Rice, Secretary, on 01256 477637 or Joe Croombs (see 
below).

Joe Croombs (Chair, Old Basing Carnival Committee)
Tel. 07768 032936; email: oldbasingcarnival@outlook.com

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - -
OLD BASING CARNIVAL SENIOR CITIZEN PARTY 2020 

(SATURDAY, 15TH FEBRUARY)

Please complete and return to: Sandie Rice, 16B Pyotts Hill, Old Basing, RG24 8AR 
or email information below to oldbasingcarnival@outlook.com no later than Friday, 7th 
February.
I would love to join you for the Old Basing Carnival Senior Citizen Party 2020:

Name/Group: …………………….…..………………….……………………………………….

Number of people attending: …….………..……………………………………………………
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

A Happy New Year from all at the Parish Council
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP EVENING
We were pleased to meet so many representatives from clubs and organisations connected 
with the Parish at this annual event in December. It is always good to put a face to a name 
and, in addition to those who have been serving the community and coming to the evening 
for many years, there were also a number of new faces.
LYCHPIT COMMUNITY HALL
Our Lychpit Hall caretaker and the Village Hall caretaker have agreed to share caretaking 
for both venues, each working alternate weekends. They both have long experience of 
looking after parties and events at these venues so hopefully the new arrangement will 
work and allow them some free weekends. However, if you feel you may be interested in 
providing back-up cover for Lychpit Community Hall, please contact us.
PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS – 2020
Below are dates for the first half of this year. A planning sub-committee has been set up 
to deal with any matters relating to the proposed solar farm and adjoining land and these 
meetings will precede Planning Committee meetings starting at 7pm when required.
7th January 	 Parish Council Meeting
14th and 28th January 	 Planning & Development Meeting
4th February	 Parish Council Meeting
11th and 25th February 	 Planning & Development Meeting
18th February	 Finance & Resources Meeting
3rd March	 Parish Council Meeting
10th and 24th March	 Planning & Development Meeting
17th March	 Facilities Management Meeting
7th April		 Parish Council Meeting
14th and 28th April	 Planning & Development Meeting
21st April	 Annual Parish Meeting
5th May		  Parish Council Meeting
12th and 26th May	 Planning & Development Meeting
19th May	 Facilities Management Meeting
2nd June	 Parish Council Meeting
9th and 23rd June	 Planning & Development Meeting
30th June	 Facilities Management Meeting

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
The next two meeting dates are Tuesday, 7th January and 4th February at 7.30pm in 
the Pavilion Committee Room. All are welcome and anyone with impaired mobility should 
contact the Parish Office so they can be accommodated.
Parish Clerk: Mrs Sandra Tuck 	 Assistant Clerk: Mrs Kate Hope
Address: The Pavilion, The Recreation Ground, The Street, Old Basing, RG24 7DA. 
Tel: 01256 462847 	 Office Opening Hours: Monday to Thursday 10am to noon
Email address: clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk 	Website: www.oldbasing.gov.uk
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NEWS FROM BASING HOUSE

With the Christmas Fair over, we have turned our attention to next year – 2020 is the 
375th anniversary of the fall of Basing House and this anniversary will be well and truly 
commemorated across the summer, by both the re-enactment groups that come to the 
ruins – the Sealed Knot and the English Civil War Society,  
We do remember that Basing House isn’t only a Civil War site. It was a Tudor Palace, as 
big as any other in England.  And that Tudor palace was built on the site of a Norman motte 
and bailey castle. So, we can look at running activities linked to these periods, too. In the 
past we have had several successful Tudor days. We can also use the site to inform people 
about archaeology and to introduce children to the principles involved.
We are looking at what else we can do. Outdoor theatre is established, and in the past, we 
have had 'pop up' cinema, and opera in the barn.
Could you help us run these, by joining our team of volunteers? We have gardening 
volunteers, who help to keep our 14 acres, two formal gardens and many flower beds 
under control, mainly on Wednesdays. We have welcome volunteers, who help people 
round the site, explain it, guide tours and help at reception. This is not an onerous task, 
certainly not one which needs to become a regular commitment – we’d love to have some 
new volunteers who could just help with all or some of the larger, weekend, events. If you 
are interested in helping, either contact me (a volunteer), or David Trevithick at Milestones 
– email: david.trevithick@hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk or tel. 01256 639550.
Meanwhile the staff and volunteers at Basing House wish you a Happy New Year.

Andrew Howard (email: andrew@howardz.me.uk or tel. 01256 327014)

WHITCHURCH SILK MILL

See Whitchurch Silk Mill in a new light this January! The Mill and its gardens in the heart 
of rural Hampshire will glisten and sparkle this January with an all new magical, after-
dark illuminated-trail. The Mill will be transformed by spectacular installations, leaving the 
dark winter evenings aglow. This is a first for the Mill as it features dazzling light artworks, 
installations and an illuminated trail.
Often known as 'Blue January', for many it is a time to mark the end of the Yule season 
and celebrate the end of winter and the return of the sun. Normally this quiet Hampshire 
town falls into darkness but this January the Mill will glow brighter than usual from Friday 
17th to Monday 26th January thanks to the addition of sparkling installations from Yes 
Productions. 
As part of the illumination, there will be a series of events including a business networking 
event, artists’ development event, a health and wellbeing day and a skills project involving 
local young people. There will be markets and family activities over the weekends.
It will be an amazing time of year to visit the Mill as the unique façades of this weaving icon 
will be brought to life with colour, shape and movement, and the tree canopies and river 
vista will be drenched in grand illuminations reflected in the crystal clear waters of the River 
Test. Vintage lanterns in the Mill and light pipes on the lawn continue the surprises both 
inside and outside the Mill. 
For more information visit www.whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk
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	 THE MILL FIELD CONSERVATION GROUP

Have a break from weekend chores for a couple of hours and try your 
hand at conservation at your local nature reserve on Saturday, 
18th January, instead. This month we will be clearing back scrub 
growing next to the lower path and forming a dead hedge.
You don’t need to book in advance just come along on the day, the 

more the merrier. No experience is necessary just wear appropriate clothes and footwear 
and we will provide tea, coffee and tools. Meet us on the lower path near the entrance to 
the woods from 10am.
WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR THIS MONTH
If you are out walking the dogs at dusk you may see Linnets, Reed bunting and Yellow 
Hammer going to roost most nights. Redwing and Fieldfare will be shifting round with the 
chance of a Water Rail, Snipe or Jack Snipe or maybe a Bittern or Waxwing if the weather 
becomes harsher. Siskins and Lesser Redpoll can be seen along the wood edge and 
flocks of Long tailed Tit will be moving through the field mixed with the occasional Chiffchaff 
or Goldcrest.

Anne Francis  – tel. 07974 944439; email: millfieldoldbasing@yahoo.co.uk                    
Facebook: Mill Field Conservation Group

	 HAMPSHIRE & ISLE OF WIGHT WILDLIFE TRUST

Turn your old Christmas tree into a wildlife haven! Christmas trees aren’t just 
homes for baubles and fairies. They can also house garden birds, insects and 
small mammals -– not in your living room of course, but once your tree has 
served its festive purpose, moving it outside is a great way to help wildlife. 
Pop your tree in a heavy pot full of soil and you may be surprised at its resilience. 

Even those that have had their roots chopped off can go on to thrive. Choose a relatively 
sheltered area to reduce the risk of the tree blowing around in the wind. Small animals 
may seek shelter within the branches in cold and windy conditions, so a quiet corner of the 
garden is ideal. Once you’ve found a good spot for your tree, it’s time to start decorating. 
Christmas may be over, but that’s no reason to leave your tree undressed!  Add some bird 
food to the equation and bring new life to your garden. What better way to start the New 
Year? 
HERE ARE SOME ‘DECORATIONS’ THAT YOU CAN MAKE AT HOME
Orange Baskets: First you need to halve an orange and scoop out the flesh. Secondly, 
make three or four little holes through the side of the orange, and thread string through 
each of them to create a hanging basket. Now fill the basket with bird seed and hang it up 
on your tree. Peanut Pine Cones: Find a pine cone, and then attach a piece of string to it 
so you’re able to hang it like a bauble. Dip the cone in peanut butter, cover it in bird seed 
and you’re done! Suet Shapes: Mix suet with plenty of bird seed, squish it into cookie 
cutters and then push the shapes out onto greaseproof paper. Unwind a paperclip and 
embed it into each shape to create a hook for hanging. Pop your shapes in the freezer 
to set, and then hang them up on your tree for the birds to enjoy. Fruit Fandangles: Use 
string to make delicious décor from old fruit. Even if it’s bruised or partly rotten, it will be 
gratefully received by garden birds.
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Jane Stockdale
HOME COOKING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

SPECIALISING IN CAKES & CANAPES
 Tel. 01252 723161 / Mob. 07775 696918

Piano Lessons
All ages and abilities
Beginners welcome

 Qualified and experienced teacher
Philippa Ford 01256 470174

Submissions to the magazine and website can be made via www.basinga.org.uk using the 
web forms:
Selection for Articles/Letters and Diary Dates will be found on the “Submissions” drop 
down and for Free and Concession Ads on the “Advertise with us” drop down. Paid 
advertising enquiries can also be made in the same way.
Submissions made via the forms now provide a common input for both the magazine and 
website and are automatically routed to the member of the team responsible for processing 
them. All submission must be received by the 10th of the month (6th in December) previous 
to the magazine issue month.
If you have trouble finding the forms, you can of course contact us and we will advise.
Our privacy Policy is available to read on the website which includes the new GDPR 
requirements for publishing photographs.
Contacts for general enquiries and assistance: 
advertising@basinga.org.uk  or  editor@basinga.org.uk  or  webtech@basinga.org.uk 
All Advertisements in the magazine and website are inserted in good faith and 
the Basinga Management Committee accepts no responsibility for any statement, 
omission or errors made by the advertisers; nor endorses the products or services 
advertised. The views and opinions expressed in the Basinga are those of the 
organisations, individuals and authors concerned and not necessarily those of the 
Basinga Management Committee.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISMENTS

A welcome to our new and returning Advertisers who support the magazine enabling 
us to continue to deliver your copy of the Basinga, now in its 46th year of continual 
production.

We have vacant contract advertising space available for 2020, if you are interested 
contact the Advertising Manager on advertising@basinga.org.uk

ADVERTISERS NEWS
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Note: All ads are processed in received date order. Ads not included this month will be 
entered in next issue, space permitting. If you do not want your ad to appear later contact 
the Advertising Manager. Ads also appear on the web site with photographs if available.

LADIES FIRST FRIDAY COFFEE MORNING: The next occasions will be at the home of 
Mrs Dusty Brough, 7 Olivers Walk, Lychpit, on 3rd January and then at the home of Mrs 
Ann Price, 10 Olivers Walk, Lychpit, on 7th February. Both from 10.30 am to noon. For 
more information contact Sheila Stone (tel. 01256 350238).
PINK PLACE: Annual Burns Night Celebrations on Friday, 24th January, from 7pm to 
midnight, at the Apollo Hotel Basingstoke, RG24 9NU. Includes: 4-course Scottish Supper, 
whisky toast, traditional piper, poems, music, games, and much more. Call us today for 
more info and to book on, tel. 07535 350068 or email: events@thepinkplace.org.uk (early 
bird tickets £45pp).
LYCHPIT COMMUNITY EVENTS SOCIETY: Thank you to everyone who, despite the rain, 
came to the Lychpit Christmas celebrations on Sunday, 24nd November, and helped to 
bring the community together. Grateful thanks also to the prize donators, helpers, singers 
and musicians and particularly Minuteman Press for the printing and Alan Sewell for the 
wonderful Christmas lights. 
BASINGSTOKE DEANE ROTARY 12TH CHARITY CONCERT: The Band of Her Majesty’s 
Royal Marines at The Anvil, Basingstoke, on Sunday, 26th January, 3pm. Tickets available 
from The Anvil Box Office. Unashamedly patriotic, a fabulous concert. 
ST MARY'S FLOWER ARRANGERS COFFEE MORNING: Come along to the St Mary’s 
Flower Arrangers Coffee Morning on Saturday, 22nd February, from 10 am until noon, in 
the Parish Room. Everyone welcome. There will be  a raffle, bring-and-buy, tea, coffee 
and cakes.
DISCOVERY CENTRE: For January's courses and events.see our website's Forthcoming 
Events Feature at www.basinga.org.uk

CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING

If you had a real tree for Christmas you can recycle it at one of a number of drop-off points 
across the borough between Thursday, 2nd January and Sunday, 26th January. 
For the first time those people signed up to the Garden Waste service will be able to put 
their real Christmas trees out for collection with their fortnightly garden waste. Christmas 
trees over six feet need to be cut in half and decorations must be removed from all trees. 
For more information visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/christmas-tree

FREE ADS  –  BUY AND SELL

CONCESSION ADVERTS  –  WHAT’S ON

NO FREE ADS THIS MONTH
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BASINGSTOKE AND DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL – COUNCIL PLAN

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council would like to hear your views on its draft 
Council Plan to ensure the borough continues to be a great place to live over the next four 
years and budget proposals to support this.
The draft Council Plan for 2020 to 2024 sets the key priorities for the council over the next 
four years and into the future. With a focus on putting residents at the heart of everything the 
council does, four priorities have been developed: strengthening communities, protecting 
and enhancing our environment, improving safety and planning for the future.
Supporting the council plan, proposals for a balanced budget for 2020 to 2021 aim to 
protect services that residents value. To do this, proposals include a £5 average increase 
for the borough’s part of the council tax and a 3% average increase in fees and charges to 
help pay for the cost of optional services the council offers. 
Over the last 11 years £13.7 million in savings have been made without cutting services, 
with the borough council continuing to look at how it can run more efficiently. Further 
savings of £1.42 million have been identified in 2020/21, increasing to £1.82 million by 
2023/24.
Executive Director of Finance and Resources said: “Residents give the area a 94% 
satisfaction rating however the council is not complacent. Based on what people and 
businesses have said matters to them, this draft plan sets priorities that put residents at the 
heart of the council’s future plans. This is supported by the council’s proposals to deliver a 
balanced budget for 2020 to 2021.As residents, businesses and partner organisations are 
key to the success of these plans, the council would like to hear from a range of people to 
help shape its proposals.”
To give your views on our Council Plan and budget proposals, please go to website 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/priorities and feedback from the consultation, which runs 
until Wednesday, 1st January, at www.basingstoke.gov.uk/priorities will be considered 
before final decisions on the Council Plan and budget are taken at a meeting of Council in 
February.

BASINGSTOKE AND DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL – BIN COLLECTION

BIN COLLECTIONS FOR THE NEW YEAR WILL BE AS FOLLOWS
Normal collection date			   New Date
Wednesday, 1st January			   Friday, 3rd January
Thursday, 2nd January			   Saturday, 4th January
Friday, 3rd January			   Monday, 6th January
Monday, 6th January			   Tuesday, 7th January
Tuesday, 7th January			   Wednesday, 8th January 
Wednesday, 8th January			   Thursday, 9th January 
Thursday, 9th January                                 Friday, 10th January 
Friday, 10th January                                    Saturday, 11th January 
Check your bin collection day on the website www.basingstoke.gov.uk/bincollections 
or call 01256 844844.
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OLD BASING VILLAGE HALL JUMBLE SALE
Come and grab yourself a bargain, join us at the Old Basing Village Hall Jumble Sale 
on Saturday, 8th February, at 2pm, in Old Basing Village Hall. A wide range of items 
for all ages, plus tea, coffees and cakes. Is it time to make room in some cupboards for 
Christmas? Does your garage need a declutter? We would be grateful for contributions 
to sell. We appreciate bric-a-brac, good quality clothing, gardening tools, books and toys! 
Unfortunately we can’t take large items of furniture, but everything else, yes please. Please 
leave your items in the outer porch from Monday, 3rd February, through to noon 
on Saturday, 8th February. This is a fundraising event, helping to enable the volunteer 
committee to maintain our wonderful hall. If you would like to help on the day with sorting or 
selling we would love to see you there. Sorters arrive 10am, sellers 1.45pm. Entry 25p.

Laura Haystaff (OBVH Committee) – tel. 07969 072230

OLD BASING WI

Our December meeting was a busy one with Members entertained 
by local actress Rowan Suart who performed a recital of Christmas 
poems and readings. After a hot drink and a mince pie we settled 
down to a special Christmas raffle and there was the opportunity to 
purchase Christmas crafts and cards.

In this, our Centenary year, our Craft Group has produced a magnificent Wall Hanging – 
now on the wall in St Mary's Church Parish Room. Please spend a minute to have a look 
next time you are passing, as it depicts all the wonderful things the WI does in the Village. 
We start 2020 with a Members own entertainment evening on Tuesday, 7th January, at 
7.30pm in the Parish Room. The competition  will be 'A favourite Piece of Amusing Poetry'. 
Please remember that we will be collecting our annual subscription on this evening. Other 
activities planned for January include a Festive Meal at the Bolton Arms, a local walk, the 
weekly coffee mornings at Conkers Garden Centre and our monthly lunch at The Hatch. 
For further details please go to the Hampshire WI website at www.hampshirewi.org.uk 
(click on WI’s from the top of the page and select Old Basing from the list).

CHINEHAM & OLD BASING NWR (NATIONAL WOMEN’S REGISTER)

For our December meeting our group got into the festive spirit with our annual Christmas 
lunch which was held in the very nice and newly refurbished Pavilion tea rooms. The sun 
shone, the wine flowed, the delicious food was devoured with relish and the chatter was 
lively. Our Book group was also in Christmas mode for our December meeting were we 
had wine and mince pies and a book swap, as well as making recommendations for the 
books we would like to read next year. We welcome new members so if you are looking 
for something a little different, enjoy some lively conversation and a variety of activities to 
choose from then do come along and check us out with no obligation to join. We usually 
meet in the afternoon in each others’ homes on the first Monday of the month. Our 
Lunch club meets at various venues on different days of the week and  our book lovers 
meet 8pm every fourth Thursday. For more information about NWR go to nwr.org.uk or 
to find out more about our group contact Sandie – email: sandra.tapping@gmail.com or 
Karen Dann  – tel. 01256 328488.
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MAY PEACE PREVAIL ON EARTH

Dear friends,

At Christmas in church we celebrated the birth of Jesus, foretold by the prophet Isaiah to be 
Prince of Peace. Many Christmas cards have images of doves, a symbol of peace; and many 
of the Christmas Carols we sing talk of Jesus bringing a message of peace, think for example 
of rousing Hark the Herald Angels Sing with the lines ‘Peace on earth and mercy mild, God 
and sinners reconciled’ and ‘Hail the heaven born Prince of Peace!’

In his life and ministry Jesus calls us to be peacemakers, saying ‘blessed are the peacemakers’ 
and 2,000 years on that call to work for peace remains just as strong. Division still runs 
through societies, and can begin with the polarisation of ‘us’ and ‘them.’ It is important that 
we learn from the lessons of the past and do not allow groups of people to become marginal-
ised, with their and our peace threatened by hostility. It is this dehumanisation of ‘the other’ 
that has led to the tragedy of genocide around our world.

Monday, 27th January is set aside by the United Nations as Holocaust Memorial Day, 
and this year is particularly poignant as 2020 marks the 75th anniversary of the liberation 
of Auschwitz. On Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) we especially remember the six million 
Jews killed under Nazi Persecution in World War II and those killed in subsequent geno-
cides in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur. Each year there is a theme to focus our 
commemoration of this event, which this year is ‘Standing Together.’ We are called today 
to stand together: against rising division and hate, with the memory of people who were 
murdered, to support those in need.

Every Church of England school in Hampshire has been asked this year to look at the im-
portance of promoting peace and tackling hatred in society, in a project supported by the 
Holocaust Memorial Day Trust. As part of this, the children at St Mary’s will be creating 
a ‘Peace Pole’, a Christmas-tree-sized pole decorated with a message ‘May Peace Prevail On 
Earth.’ There will be Peace Poles from schools around Hampshire on display at Winchester 
Cathedral in the summer, and individuals and organisations are working locally to create a 
Peace Pole trail in this community, to express that desire within each of us for peace. So look 
out this year for Peace Poles appearing around Old Basing and Lychpit, and if you would like 
to create one please do be in touch. (See also article on page 30.)

Wishing you a happy and peaceful 2020!

With love,

Reverend Heather
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THIS MONTH AT ST MARY'S CHURCH

Sunday, 5th January	 Epiphany Service (9.30am): Come and continue to celebrate 
the Christmas story with the arrival of the Magi (Wise Men) at 
the crib

Sunday, 12th January	 Baptism of Christ (9.30am): The service will include a 
celebration of our baptisms. Do bring along your baptism 
candle to be re-lit if you would like.

OTHER DATES TO NOTE AT ST MARY’S
Saturday, 4th January	 Men’s Breakfast (8.45am) in the Parish Room.  If you fancy a 

full English breakfast do pop along to the Parish Room – you’d 
be most welcome (price £4).

Monday, 27th January	 Tea & Talk Café (2pm) in the Parish Room. All welcome, no 
charge.

LOOKING FORWARD TO FEBRUARY
Sunday, 2nd February	 Candlemas (9.30am): The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple
Wed, 26th February	 Ash Wednesday Service (7.30 pm)

Full details of all services are available on St Mary’s website and Facebook page.
The church is open daily for prayer and you are welcome as you are every Sunday.
Sunday services take place every week at 8 and 9.30am. All are welcome. There is a 
children’s corner where young children can play and pray. During the 9.30am service, 
Junior church meets for primary school age children in the Parish Room. 
After the 9.30am service refreshments are served in the Parish Room which is an informal 
setting in which to meet other members of the congregation. If you have time after the 
service do join us, you will be very welcome.
For more details about the life of St Mary’s please visit www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk or 
find us on Facebook: St Mary’s Old Basing and Lychpit

OLD BASING METHODIST CHURCH

Tuesday, 7 & 21 January	Craft group (2 to 4pm). Bring your own craft or items will be 
provided.

Friday, 10th January	 Coffee Break (10:30am to noon), our monthly coffee morning 
Tuesday, 14th January	 MHA lunch club (noon to 3pm) followed by activities
Tuesday,  28th January	 Midweek Communion (2.30 to 3:.30pm)
Our regular Sunday worship starts at 10.30am. Coffee and tea are served after the 
service.  Children are welcome into our junior church.
Come and join us for worship, midweek prayers and Tuesday craft – a warm welcome 
awaits you.
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CHURCHYARD CONSERVATION GROUP (PIOCC)

Happy New Year! This month’s working party will be on Saturday, 4th January, at 
10am – meet in the church lobby. There will be no Thursday afternoon working 
party in January. We will continue our seasonal conservation work, including woodland 
management. Everyone is welcome. We look forward to seeing our regular volunteers and 
also new participants. Perhaps your New Year resolution could be to join us; we’d love to 
see you.
Churchyard Conservation is a community project, not just for churchgoers, so please come 
along if you would like to be involved. Just turn up in gardening clothes and bring gloves. 
The tools are provided. Our Saturday morning sessions last about three hours (with a 
coffee break and chance to relax).
The Conservation Area is a community space open for everyone to enjoy. Already the days 
are lengthening and signs of spring starting to appear. Despite the cold, the snowdrops are 
starting to show tiny white buds, the catkins lengthening and the birds starting their spring 
songs. The WI seat offers a calm spot for reflection and relaxation. You are very welcome 
to visit. For further information please ring Fay Farrant on 01256 476863.

Margaret Carr – www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk

BASINGSTOKE NEIGHBOURCARE NEEDS YOU!

DRIVERS REQUIRED
We provide a service for elderly people in YOUR community. Particularly for those who 
find it difficult to use public transport or lack the confidence to go out on their own. We 
provide a driving service to pick them up from home, take them to their appointment and 
bring them home again, using our volunteer's own car. We also take clients shopping, to 
social events such as lunch clubs, helping them remain part of their community. We need 
drivers who can spare a few hours a week during the daytime, Monday to Friday, and who 
have a car that is comprehensively insured and suitable for carrying an elderly person. In 
return we will cover your petrol cost from home (currently we pay 45p per mile). Some of 
our drivers currently work shifts and can only offer one or part of a day per week but even 
this amount of time can help us. You choose what hours/days you are available and what 
duties you undertake.
BEFRIENDERS REQUIRED
Would you have an hour a week free? Many elderly people would love to have someone to 
come and see them for a cup of tea and a chat. You could be the first person they see that 
week who has time just for them! You will gain great satisfaction and help them to relieve 
their loneliness. We try to find you someone who lives near to you so that if you do not have 
your own transport you can walk to them. But if you have to use your car or public transport 
we will reimburse your costs. We particularly need people who are available during the 
daytime on weekdays. We need people who have time and patience and like talking 
to elderly people. You need to have good listening skills and be able to show empathy.  
We will provide you with training and support and match you with one of our clients. Our 
befriending co-ordinator will take you to your first meeting with our client and support you 
as necessary. If you are interested in either or both of the above opportunities please 
contact us by phone on 01256 423855 or email info@neighbourcare.com – see also our 
website www.neighbourcare.com for further information about our service.
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ODIHAM COTTAGE HOSPITAL

Odiham Cottage Hospital provides a range of services for local residents, both at Odiham 
Cottage Hospital and in the community. These include: NHS community nursing services,; 
Social day care for older people at the Rosefield Day Centre and footcare clinics managed 
by Age Concern Hampshire; A range of counselling services including therapy through art 
and NHS iTalk sessions; Palliative care services including volunteer befriending of patients 
living with long term medical conditions; Steady and Strong exercise classes to improve 
balance; Silver Surfing classes for those looking to improve their computer skills; and 
Specialist clinics including MS and ear wax removal.
Since 1999 the hospital has been owned by a charitable trust (reg no 1068721) which 
ensures that all services are provided free of charge or at a subsidised cost to local people. 
The trust is managed by a Board whose Chairman, Janet Kelly says “We are delighted that 
Odiham Cottage Hospital continues its long tradition of serving the people of West Hart 
and Old Basing with an ever- increasing range of health and social care services”.  
Further details can be found on our website www.odihamcottagehospital.org.uk or from 
Ginny East at the hospital on 01256 393600 or email: och1@btinternet.com
The community generously support the hospital’s activities, together with funds raised 
from its charity shops, which can be found in: 
Old Basing (42 Belle Vue Road) – managed by Sue
Odiham  (71 High Street) – managed by Debbie
Hartley Wintney (Millbank House, High Street) – managed by Audrey.
Our shops are always grateful to receive good quality donations and are open Monday to 
Saturday, 10am to 4pm. If you would like to join our happy teams of volunteers, please 
speak to the manager of the relevant shop – we would love to meet you!

ST MICHAEL'S HOSPICE AND ODIHAM COTTAGE HOSPITAL 

St. Michael’s Hospice and Odiham Cottage Hospital is recruiting more 
volunteer befrienders. The Befriending service operates in the Odiham, 
Hook, Hartley Wintney, and Old Basing areas and is looking for home-
visiting volunteers. Last year (2019) has seen the service celebrate five 
years and its success is founded on a committed team of volunteers.  
Our volunteers provide social companionship to people who are lonely 
and isolated and living with long-term health condition. We are looking for 
people who appreciate the value of companionship, be it chatting, enjoying 
a pastime together or taking a trip out.

For just two hours a week, you can make a real difference to someone living in your local 
community. Relevant training, as well as regular and ongoing support will be held locally 
at Odiham Cottage Hospital. The next three-day training course will be held in the Spring 
of 2020.
For more information and an application form please contact: Una Tilt (Befriending 
Manager) on: 01256 393609 or email: och.befriending@stmichaelshospice.org.uk
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ST MICHAEL'S HOSPICE SHOPS – JANUARY OFFERS IN STORE

St. Michael’s Hospice shops have had another great year thanks to our 
amazing supporters. Last year our stores delivered a contribution to 
£593,000 to the Hospice, a phenomenal amount which shows how every 
skirt, DVD and paperback dropped off or purchased really does add up.
As a thank you to our supporters this January, we are offering 20% off in 
store! Just bring this article along with you and the staff will be happy 
to assist you. 

Gift Aid is a vital part of the money that we raise, allowing us to claim from HMRC 25p for 
every £1 spent in store. And the best part is, it costs you absolutely nothing!
To make it easy for us to claim this gift aid, we encourage you to sign up for our Gift and 
Gain Loyalty cards. They allow us to claim gift aid on every donation you make to us and 
allow you to collect one loyalty point for every £1 you spend in our stores. Once you have 
collected 100 loyalty points you will get a £5 credit to spend in store. To encourage more 
people to sign up this January we have a refer a friend scheme; if you get a friend to sign 
up for Gift and Gain we will give each of you 50 points on your card!
We hope to see you in store soon to wish you a happy new year and we hope you find 
some great bargains too.
Please be aware, there may be certain items which will not qualify for the discount.

CHINEHAM LIBRARY  
We hope that you had an enjoyable Christmas and will find something to tempt you at 
the library in the New Year. There are two events to look forward to, both costing £5 to 
attend, with tickets obtainable from the library and the online shop. On Thursday, 26th 
March, we have former Police officer Ken Wells sharing insights into ‘Scenes of Crime’ 
investigations. Then on Thursday, 23rd April, we have Tony Keep talking about the 
Great Train Robbery. Both talks commence at 6pm. Tickets for our talks sell out quickly, 
so early booking is advised. 
Our regular activities for adults continue as usual into the new Year. The general reading 
group meets on Saturday, 25th January, at the usual time of 10.30am. Our social drop-in 
group Cuppa and Chat meet weekly on Wednesdays at 10.30am in the Acorn Room, and 
both would welcome you. Or if you would like to improve your IT skills in the New Year, Age 
Concern continue to offer individual tuition for a £5 donation. Sessions can be booked 
through their office on 01256 423874 and take place on Wednesday mornings. 
Our numerous children’s activities also resume after the Christmas break, with the 
Rhymetimes on Tuesday mornings for under ones at 10am and over ones at 11am. 
Storytimes take place every Saturday of the month except the first one, at 11am. The 
first Saturday of every month we have our drop-in craft sessions between 10am and 
noon. All ages are welcome to attend these. Our Chatterbooks group for junior-school-
age children meets monthly after school on Thursdays, please ask the staff for details. 
We are also now offering room hire, with slots available during and outside library opening 
hours. The Acorn Room is competitively priced from £7 an hour. Further details are 
available on request.

Cathy Foster
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OLD BASING INFANT SCHOOL

Year R have fully settled into school now and put on a very rousing 
performance of their Christmas production A Little Nativity. Year 1 excelled 
in their very ‘chirpy’ version of The Little Red Robin. Year 2 have ventured 
further afield for their performance and delighted audiences with their festive 
tale of Babushka. Both Year 1 and Year 2 have been out on school trips this 

half term with Year 1 visiting Milestones Museum as part of their ‘Toys’ topic and Year 2 
visiting SeaCity Museum (Southampton) as part of their Titanic topic. Much fun was had 
by all and the children had great fun consolidating their classroom knowledge with real life 
experiences!
Our governing body are looking for a new co-opted governor to assist the governing body. 
Their main aim is to maintain and improve the standard of education for all pupils, of all 
abilities. Their role is to oversee the development of the school and work alongside the 
Head Teacher providing support. If you wish to be considered for this role contact the chair 
of governors Johnathan Richards on Johnathan.Richards@oldbasing.hants.sch.uk 
for more information.

PEACE POLE PROJECT AT ST MARY'S JUNIOR SCHOOL

At a time of political, social and environmental turbulence, we are encouraging all of our 
pupils to be agents of social transformation. Our children already get involved in raising 
money for various charities and bringing issues that they feel passionate about to the 
attention of both local and national government e.g. the lack of free education in Uganda 
where we have a linked school.

This year the diocese has challenged 
church schools to learn from history, and 
develop new ethical practices that promote 
peace and unity for the future. Next year 
marks the 75th anniversary of the end of 
WW11 and the liberation of Auschwitz: a 
poignant reminder of the need to learn from 
the past and to work towards a world of 
peace, reconciliation and unity. Our project 

will culminate in a display of Peace Poles at Winchester Cathedral which will then travel 
around the diocese – you may have seen the Bee Canvases at the church this year. 
Our project will commence on Holocaust memorial Day (27th January) and end on the 
17th June at the Leavers’ Service at Winchester Cathedral. We would like to ask the 
whole community to join us in this project; it would be great to see Peace Poles popping 
up around the village in both homes and businesses. Traditionally these are made from 
fence posts but they can be any size or shape. The only requirement is that on one side 
the words: "May Peace Prevail On Earth’" should be included, otherwise you are free to let 
your creative juices flow!
See the website www.peace-pole.com/make-your-own for some ideas to get you started. 
We would love to see the results of your artistic endeavour – so please send us a picture 
of your completed pole: adminoffice@st-marys-jun.hants.sch.uk
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BASING ROYALS FC

Basing Royals FC is proud to have retained its FA Charter Standard status for a second 
season! Following its annual health check, the local youth football club has once again been 
recognised for offering positive football environments where children can develop their skills, 

keep fit and enjoy playing as part of 
a friendly, inclusive community. This 
award is given to clubs and leagues 
rigorously adjudged to be well-
run and sustainable – and which 
prioritise child protection, quality 
coaching and implementation of the 
Respect programme.
The club now has five teams playing 

across three age groups U11/U10/U8. Spaces are available for next season. Please get 
in touch for more information at www.basingroyalsfc.co.uk – thanks as always to our 
sponsors, Eden Motors, ASUS and the ongoing-support of Old Basing Royal British Legion.

LINGUATASTIC LANGUAGE SCHOOL

Happy 2020 everybody! Did you know that in Italy, people like to exchange gifts at New 
Year? Different gifts have different meanings. Honey for example, signifies sweetness and 
peace; gold and other precious metals are believed to bring prosperity and lamps are to 
illuminate the year. Another tradition in Italy is to wear red underwear on 31st December.  
Red is considered a lucky colour which brings “allegria” (cheerfulness) and consequently 
good fortune. Italians also give the gift of red underwear, to wish great fortune and a rich 
and satisfying year ahead. For the full article go to www.basinga.org.uk

THE TOPIARY HAIR & BEAUTY

Hundreds of local businesses attended the Inspire Business Awards Dinner on 21st 
November at The Hampshire Court Hotel. INSPIRE19 showcase regional businesses 
and centre around an outstanding awards ceremony to promote the continued success of 
the regions businesses and growth of the local economy.
We are pleased to report that The Topiary Hair & Beauty won the prestigious 'Small 
Business of the Year Award!' Matt and Laura Haystaff from the parish, opened the Old 
Basing branch, located on The Street, back in 2004, and their newest location in Kingsclere 
Road, Houndmills, just 24 months ago. Laura said “We had some stiff competition and 
were proud to of been selected top three of the North Hampshire Awards, but we won! It 
was our year! We are so proud of our team and both salons and beyond thankful to our 
customers for allowing us to gain this accolade! Without their support and love of what we 
do we wouldn’t be where we are.”
The evening was a huge glamorous party with 500 guests, lots of champagne to celebrate 
the huge success of many winning Basingstoke businesses.
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NOTICE FROM OLD BASING ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

I am pleased to announce that so far this year we have collected £20,833 for 
the Poppy Appeal, thank you everyone for your generous donations.
It’s spring cleaning time and Old Basing Royal British Legion can convert your 
old clothes, shoes, foreign or pre-decimal coins into Poppy Appeal donations. 

I have collection bags for clothes and coin collection buckets at the Legion Hall in Crown 
Lane and would welcome your donations. When you have some to donate please contact 
either Tracey or Kyle Merritt after 5pm at the club or myself and we will be happy to see 
you. All proceeds go to the Poppy Appeal. 
If you have any questions please contact me, Hon Poppy Appeal Organiser Tim Russell, 
either tel. 07772 883964 or email: Hampshire.chairman@rbl.community  

THE VILLAGE CAFÉ

The Village Café, your local volunteer-run café for the community of Old Basing and 
Lychpit, opens on Friday afternoons from 2 to 4:30pm in the Parish Room at St Mary’s 
Church. Here we are at the start of a New Year and a new decade, we wish you all a very 
happy New Year and hope to welcome you to the cafe over the coming months.
As you know, the café donates all profits made to a chosen charity, which changes every 
few months. At the start of this year however, we have decided to use all profits made for 
the good of the village. Our aim is to raise enough to buy an AED (Automated External 
Defibrillator) which will be installed at the church. For those who are unsure what an AED 
is, it is used to help those experiencing sudden cardiac arrest. It’s a sophisticated, yet 
easy-to-use, medical device that can analyse the  heart’s rhythm and, if necessary, deliver 
an electrical shock, or defibrillation, to help the heart re-establish an effective rhythm. 
These devices are safe and easy to use, but more importantly, lifesaving. We will ensure 
the device is installed in a practical, easy to reach place external to the church building. 
We are lucky enough to have a very knowledgeable volunteer who is able to provide any 
training required once the device has been bought but full instructions are always available 
with all AED’s. We feel this is a really worthwhile addition to the village and will continue 
to   use our profits towards the purchase and installation of a device until we have reached 
the target required. The cost will be around the £2,000 mark and I’m sure we will attain 
this thanks to the support of you all. We have spoken to the church about these plans and 
have their full support. 
Over the coming months, the café will once again, host pop-up visits from local business 
and there may be a few special events too! Watch this space for future details. There are 
a few dates that the café will be closed – 14th and 21st February, 10th and 17th April. 
These dates coincide with half term school holidays and Easter.
For our customers with young children, we have recently bought a couple of high-chair 
cushions, with restraints that can be used on our chairs to keep your children safe and 
comfortable. We look forward to seeing all our customers every week so pop along and 
see us on a Friday afternoon, we always have scrumptious homemade cakes, warming tea 
and coffee, and a friendly welcome for all.

Deborah Thorne
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JANUARY IN YOUR GARDEN 

You never can be sure what the weather is going to be like, whether we will get a repeat 
of the ‘Beasts From The East” from past winters or not, but if we do, be prepared to be on 
constant snow patrol, especially if you have large coniferous trees or a greenhouse, snow 
must be brushed or knocked off as soon as possible to avoid damage due to be excessive 
weight. 
But let’s think positively. The cold weather will not come as harshly as recent winters, and 
we will be able to get out into the garden. There is much planting to be done, Raspberries, 
Gooseberries and currants can be planted, as well as Roses, so long as the soil isn’t 
frozen or too waterlogged. 
If you are thinking of growing peas this year, and would like them earlier than usual, place a 
cloche over the soil to allow it to warm up (tip: if you had a real Christmas tree, the stripped 
down branches can make an excellent pea support). For other uses for a used Christmas 
tree see the article from the Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust on page 13. 
The most pleasing course of action is of course to stay inside where it is warm! If you 
need an excuse to do so, turn your mind to browsing the seed catalogues and online 
shops. As well as the usual varieties, why not have a look for some more exotic or newer 
species. Pluots are a mixture between a Plum and an Apricot, and do well in the south of 
England. Self-fertile varieties are available too. If you’re feeling adventurous try a Medlar 
tree. Medlars are ornamental, flowering trees with pretty blossom, good autumn colour 
and fruits which are edible, although not to everyone’s taste. Their fruit is tart if eaten raw, 
but makes pleasantly flavoured jellies or can be used in desserts. Left to soften the fruit 
mellows and is a traditional, if unusual, treat. 
If you are lucky enough to have an electric propagator then plant Tomatoes, Aubergines, 
Chillies and other crops that need a long hot growing season, providing you have an indoor 
area that receives a lot of light to pot onto. Keeping them starved of light as they grow will 
result in leggy, useless plants. 

OLD BASING ALLOTMENT AND GARDEN SOCIETY 

This month the allotment shop will be open on Sunday, 12th January. Memberships will 
be due for renewal so please pop along and pick up your new membership card which 
includes a Suttons Seeds discount code and the ability to purchase from our shop, all for 
only £5 a year. 
We held our annual AGM on 24th November at the Parish Council tea rooms. Maurice 
Bates decided, after numerous years of service to the committee, that it was time for him 
to step down. We would like to thank him for all that he has contributed and for the many 
roles that he has held over the years. 
If you would like to find out more about the committee, become a member or read the 
minutes, you can find them our website: www.obags.uk
For our Facebook page go to www.facebook.com/oldbasingallotments

Tracy Braybrook
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NATURE NOTES FOR JANUARY  
It is always odd writing for sometimes a month in advance of a date you might read said 
article but when it’s a whole New Year now that is weird! I do hope you all had a great 
Christmas and were perhaps given a camera nest box or feeding station so that you may 
watch our feathered friends in action. If indeed you now possess either and are wondering 
about location then any nest box should be positioned so the entrance hole is facing north 
or east and unless it’s a Robin box, it should be at least six feet, preferably eight feet, off 
the ground. 
Bird food table and feeding stations should be located close to trees, hedges or large 
shrubs which offer the birds cover in case of a quick getaway!  If you need any advice with 
this or foodstuffs please call me.
The winter months can offer some superb spotting opportunities if one is prepared to 
suffer the wet or cold and Stephen Thairs perambulations took him to Tundry Pond near 
Dogmersfield, so whilst not being ‘quite local’ the Great Egret was a rare sighting. Now 
breeding on the open spaces of the Somerset Levels this large white heron isn’t that rare 
in the UK but certainly is much less common than its ‘baby brother’ the Little Egret which 
have been hereabouts for a decade or more.  
As with every New Year, I will keep everything crossed that we might be lucky enough to 
see some Waxwings that will arrive along the East coast about now, along with thousands 
of Redwings. The trouble is that these Scandinavian beauties are seeking bright red 
berries on which to gorge but the pesky Woodpigeons have already taken half of our local 
cotoneaster and pyracantha fruit!
The winter also brings other hazards on the roads other than ice or snow. Deer start to 
think about the rut from late October to mid January so collisions with traffic, particularly 
around dawn and dusk, become more likely than ever. Old Basing’s countryside is quite 
densely populated with Roe Deer and Muntjacs, which I have seen for myself recently as I 
have been beating for a local shoot every two weeks. On each occasion we have flushed 
10 to 12 deer and whilst they are of course off limits to the guns, the deer don’t know that 
and its jaw dropping to see them speed off from under one's feet to hundreds of yards 
away in seconds, clearing every obstacle that they meet. A fox legged it away in a field near 
Poors Farm last week and I also spooked a Snipe which shot skywards at a rate of knots 
and altitude that made it completely safe. 
Finally, November's Nature Notes dealt with the increase 
in spider activity around the village (yes, I’m sorry I’ve 
mentioned that word again)! Well, Pete Wooldridge saw 
my notes and took a few photos including the one which 
appears here of a False Black Widow living happily in 
his garage. Though these little arachnids aren’t deadly 
they might concern some so I’ll spare telling you where 
Pete resides in case of widespread panic in the region of 
Park Avenue. Doh!  Stupid boy Pike.

Rick Bourne
Don’t forget to send all nature-related photos to rickbourne@yahoo.com or 
naturenotes@basinga.org.uk or tel. 01256 321108 for news. For all your bird food 
requirements, order it from me at ‘Bird Drop-ins’ use the former email address or ring me 
on 07900 648675 to place an order or get a form.
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For details of services and events at St Mary’s Church and Old Basing Methodist 
Church see page 23
Fri 3	 10.30am – noon	 Ladies’ First Friday Coffee Morning (7 Olivers Walk, Lychpit)
	   2.00pm – 4.30pm	 Village Café (Parish Room, St Mary’s Church)
Sat 4	 10.00am	 PIOCC Working Party (meet church lobby, St Mary’s Church)
Tue 7		  7.30pm	 Parish Council Meeting (Pavilion Committee Room, 

Recreation Ground)
		  7.30pm	 Old Basing WI Members own entertainment evening (Parish 

Room, St Mary’s Church)
Fri 10	  		 LAST DATE FOR COPY TO EDITOR (SEE PAGE 3)	
	   2.00pm – 4.30pm	 Village Café (Parish Room, St Mary’s Church)
Sun 3	 11.00am –  noon	 Old Basing Allotment & Garden Society Shop (Riley Lane)
Thu 16	 12.30pm – 2.00pm	 Ploughman’s Lunch (Parish Room, St Mary’s Church)
Fri 17	   2.00pm – 4.30pm	 Village Café (Parish Room, St Mary’s Church)
Sat 18	 10.00am	 Mill Field Work Party (meet  lower path near entrance to 

woods)
Fri 24		  2.00pm – 4.30pm	 Village Café (Parish Room, St Mary’s Church)
		  7.00pm – midnight	 Annual Burns Night Celebrations (Apollo Hotel, Basingstoke)
Sun 26		  3.00pm	 Basingstoke Deane Rotary 12th Charity Concert (The Anvil)
Mon 27			  Holocaust memorial Day (start of Peace Pole Project)
Fri 31		  2.00pm – 4.30pm	 Village Café (Parish Room, St Mary’s Church)
LOOKING AHEAD TO FEBRUARY	
Tue 4		  7.30pm	 Parish Council Meeting (Pavilion Committee Room, 

Recreation Ground)
Fri 7	 10.30am – noon	 Ladies’ First Friday Coffee Morning (10 Olivers Walk, Lychpit)
Sat 8		  2.00pm	 Old Basing Village Hall Jumble Sale (Old Basing Village 

Hall)
Sat 15		  noon	 Old Basing Carnival Senior Citizen Party (Old Basing Village 

Hall)
Sat 22	 10.00am– noon	 St Mary's Flower Arrangers Coffee Morning (Parish Room, 

St Mary's Church)

DIARY DATES FOR JANUARY

BASINGA EXTRA

A number of articles have been in competition for a place in this month’s printed 
magazine. For those for which space couldn’t be found go to www.basinga.org.uk
Basingstoke Blues Club
Basingstoke Civil Service Retirement Fellowship
Basingstoke and District Railway Society
Basingstoke Gang Show
Dragonfly Project
Linguatastic (full article) 
Probus (Life in the Modern Army; Probus Looks to the Future)
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Now open in Belle Vue Rd 
Old Basing.

Hairdressing for the whole 
family.

01256 357333
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   BASINGA 
EDITOR: Colin Follett, 101 The Street, Old Basing, RG24 7DA 01256 326909
ADVERTISING: Email: advertising@basinga.org.uk
SECRETARY: Graham Merry, 40 Linden Avenue, Old Basing, RG24 7HS 01256 463908
TREASURER: Andy Groves, 30 Pyotts Copse, Old Basing, RG24 8WE 07918 644187
DISTRIBUTION: 
Old Basing Area: Peter Watson, 19 Priory Gardens, Old Basing, RG24 7DS 01256 352299
Lychpit Area: Andree McLean, 6 Pimpernel Way, Lychpit, RG24 8SS 01256 819006
WEBMASTER: Brian Baker; email: webtech@basinga.org.uk 07955 743579

   OLD BASING & LYCHPIT PARISH COUNCIL 
CLERK: Sandra Tuck 01256 462847
OFFICE AND HOURS: The Pavilion, The Recreation Ground
Monday to Thursday 10am to noon

   CHURCH INFORMATION FOR THE AREA

Church of England (Parish of Old Basing & Lychpit)
VICAR: Revd. Heather Leppard, The Vicarage, Church Lane, Old Basing                                           01256 363612

Email: vicar@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk  07745 731729
ADMINISTRATOR:            Debbie Filer 07541 698235
CHURCHWARDENS:        Tricia Renwick 01256 326155
                                            Ian Kershaw 01256 355500

Regular Services at St Mary’s Church, Old Basing 
SUNDAY: 8am Holy Communion; 9.30am Sung Eucharist and Junior Church;
5.30pm Evening Service
OTHER DAYS: Wednesday 10am Holy Communion
Changes to the regular service pattern and other weekday services are shown
in the weekly news-sheet, a copy of which is displayed on the noticeboard in
the church porch

Old Basing Methodist Church
MINISTER: Revd. Alison Parker  01256 465064

07973195566
SUNDAY SERVICE: 10.30am Morning Service

Roman Catholic
PRIEST:  Fr Christopher Rutledge 01256 465214
St Bede’s Church, Popley Way, Basingstoke  
SUNDAY MASSES: 9am, 11am and 6.30pm

l

l

l
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