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Join FREEJANUAR

LOSE WEIGHT...GET FIT... .
HAVE FUN...FEEL GREAT FREE
With support, advice and g W brcnded
motivation to help you meet : Orkout fowe|*
your goals at Basingstoke's +VOUcher ;
premier health club. worth £7os

® Fitness and Socials
@® Jacuzzi, Saunas, Steam Rooms
® Sports for the whole family

beechdown €
health and fitness L MNlinchester Rd, Basingstoke RG22 4ES

* Terms and conditions apply



( JANUARY COVER PHOTO, NOTES AND NEWS )

The front cover photograph this month was sent by Evelyn Barrett (nee Robbins) who
now lives in Western Australia. The photo accompanies a long article by her, reminiscing
on her life in Old Basing during World War II. The photo shows the mothers and organisers
who provided the 1945 Victory Tea Party for children of Old Basing. Part Two of her
childhood memories can be found on page 13. A further 'episode' will appear next month.

( CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE BASINGA )

We welcome both regular and occasional items for the Basinga. The very last date for
copy to the Editor for the Febuary edition is 6pm on Tuesday, 10th January. Please use
the forms on the Basinga website www.basinga.org.uk to get your dates, articles and
letters to us (see box on page 15 for further instructions).

All advertising enquiries — classified, free adverts or inserts (flyers) can also be made via
the website. Don’t forget that we only accept articles with about a 300-word maximum
and articles are only published at the Editor's discretion.

C PHOTOS AND LOGOS FOR THE BASINGA )

If any reader would like to offer a photograph of the village environment we would be
happy to receive them, either for immediate use or to build up a portfolio of ‘village views’
that we can use. We now have a web form that you can use to send a photograph for the
website archive and possible use in the magazine — go to www.basinga.org.uk and the
form can be found on the 'Contributors Submission' menu. Should you wish to submit
multiple photos, or a photo is too 'large', they can be emailed directly to the Editor.

This feature should NOT be used for Free Ads or article photos, which can be attached to
their own forms. We welcome club and society logos, with the option to use them within
articles. Please send graphics to editor@basinga.org.uk

OLD BASING AND LYCHPIT GOOD NEIGHBOURS

Our last plea for more volunteers was successful and at our recent AGM we were able to
introduce a new member, who has comprehensive IT skills, which is great for us, so we
now have eight volunteers covering our area, but will continue to look for more volunteers.

We are a nonprofit-making group, and as those of you who have used our services know,
when completing a task we ask for a voluntary donation. Each year if we have surplus
funds we try and support a local organisation with a donation and thanks to the very
generous donations given to us by our users, we were able to award The Big Turkey Pie
Dinner with £250.

We are now going into our seventh year and hope to be around for many years to come,
but we can only serve you if we have the volunteers to support our work. Thank you to our
users and on behalf of myself and our volunteers wish you a happy and healthy 2023. Can
we help you, then please call 0333 0440116.

Sue Wilson (Chairman — yes voted on for another year!)
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BASING HOUSE - DOVECOTES

BASING HOUSE DOVECOTES - FUELLING NOBLES AND BATTLES
Doves and pigeons formed an important part of the diet

% of medieval manors. Inside the dovecote in the Walled
B AS I N Garden (see photo below) there are chalk block nesting
@ boxes for up to 500 birds, and the remains of the central
H 0 U SE 'portent ladder' used by the keeper for collecting eggs

RUINS AND GROunDs ~ @nd young birds which were a pleasant change during

the winter days of salt meat and fish.

However, the doves or pigeons were a much-hated pest, voraciously feeding on the
peasants’ meager crops and no peasant could kill a pigeon however numerous or harmful.
The dovecotes, 'alms houses and dens of thieves', became one of the most hated
landmarks of the lords’ position and the subjection of the villagers.

In the 17th century the dung which accumulated on the floor was much sought after
because of its high saltpetre content, a constituent of gunpowder: very useful during the
English Civil Warl!

More on interesting snppets of information on Basing House will appear in future editions
of the Basinga.

For information on Basing House go to www.hampshireculture.org.uk/basing-house
BASING HOUSE IS CURRENTLY CLOSED FOR THE WINTER
Martin Baugh



DO YOU HAVE A WILL IN PLACE? .

AWillis quite possibly one of the most
important documents you will ever sign.

Call now to book a free Will healthcheck or
® to start the process of making your Will.

Clarke & Son Solicitors LLP T: 01256320555

Maner House 8 Winchester Road Basingstoke Hampshire RG21 8UG www.clarkeandson.co.uk

MARTIN call Us:
VYU MATTHEWSON 01256 364753

ALL MAKES SERVICING & REPAIRS
THE VOLVO & NISSAN SPECIALISTS
£ To advertise here contact

il o ' advertising@basinga.org.uk

MOT TEST .. ﬁ v

CENTRE

Visit: www.garagebasingstoke.co.uk
FREE Local Collection & Delivery rscs sy

uUnit 1 Pensdell Farm, Farleigh Road, Cliddesden. Basingstoke. Hants, RG25 HA

EXCLUSIVE ;0 .
OFFERS & Kitchens

= Fully employed fitters

fOl' a" magaZine I’eadel’s + 24/7 Emergency callout

* Project managed

Visit Basingstoke’s most 3 installation
recommended bathroom & Which?) Checkatrade.com S
kitchen supplier and installer... asgae gc?::j;r:arhgeszlr:itlgzurance

Ask to speaktoany of | Your Dream, Our Creation | www.albathrooms.co.uk
our happy customers! SHOWROOM: Unit 3, Cartel Business Centre, Stroudley Road, Basingstoke RG24 8FW T: 01256 810460
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Boiler Installations THE COMPLETE DOMESTIC SERVICE

. ) CONTACT BASINGSTOKE
Servicing and Repairs 01256 325575 ANYTIME

. ARE YOU A WORKING WIFE?
Unvented/Vented Cylinders AND TRED OF COPING WITH THE HOUSEWORK?

i WE PROVIDE
Power Flushin 9 REGULAR/HOUSE MOVE/END OF TENANCY CLEANS

of Heating Systems IRONING, OVENS AND CARPET CLEANING
OVER 25 YEARS IN BASINGSTOKE

Free Estimates
No Call Out Charge
Landlord Certificates
Fully Insured

01256819521 Bill Martin 07990514472

www.oldbasingboilerservices.com
Keeping you Gas Safe

RING US TODAY FOR A FREE BROCHURE
01256 325575

CHEQUERS

Independent Estate Agents

One step ahead...

Successfully selling property ‘
in the Old Basing/Lychpit area
for over 30 years!

For your free valuation call us on 01256 810018
chequers

agents.co.uk

wwther agen on a sobe agency and,for sole selling rights basis, the terms of those instrc st be considered to avedd a possible liability to pay two cammissions




PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

WE WISH YOU ALL A HAPPY AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR

ANNUAL PARISH AWARD

At its meeting in December the Parish Council agreed the Annual Parish Award should
go to THE IVY CLUB. This group, founded in 1959 as a welfare club for more senior
members of the community has evolved over the years and members now meet on a
weekly basis to participate in various activities such as quizzes, bingo and numerous other
forms of entertainment, including coach outings and a Christmas Party.

They certainly seem to have a good time and we understand that, since Covid, the
membership has increased considerably, now totalling 65. We hope the £100 Award will
be put to good use in funding even more activities.

Recognition must go to Sue Wilson, Chairman of the lvy Club, for her dedication over
many years in keeping this popular club going.

WARM HUB

The Lychpit Community Hall opened its doors on 1st December as a Community Warm
Hub each Thursday between noon and 3pm and will continue until the end of March if
there is sufficient need.

There is plenty of space in the hall for you to meet up with a group of friends whilst
enjoying free refreshments (tea/coffee/squash and biscuits). Free WiFi is available so, if
you normally work from home, why not bring a laptop or iPad and keep up to date whilst
enjoying a change of scene.

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS
Our Parish Councillors will be standing for re-election In May or, possibly, some may decide
to stand down. If you think you may be interested in becoming a Councillor but want to
know more about what is involved, we have some very informative booklets in the Parish
Office which will tell you all you need to know — unfortunately an electronic version is not
currently available.

More information about what the Parish Council does and a Councillor’s
role will be provided in our Spring Community Newsletter due out in
early March.

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS

The next two meeting dates are Tuesdays, 3rd January and

7th February, starting at 7.30pm.

Please let us know if you are unable to manage the stairs to the meeting room so we can
make alternative arrangements.

Parish Clerk: Mrs Sandra Tuck Deputy Clerk: Mrs Kate Hope
Address: The Pavilion, Recreation Ground, The Street, Old Basing, RG24 7DA
Telephone: 01256 462847

Office Hours: Monday to Thursday, 10am to noon

Mobile: 07507 514498 (emergencies only)

Email: clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk

Website: www.oldbasing.gov.uk



ADVERTISE IN THE BASINGA

All sizes available:
Enquire by email to advertising@basinga.org.uk or visit
www.basinga.org.uk on the 'Advertise with us' dropdown menu
for Contract, Classified and Flyer Distribution details.

At no aditional cost:
All adverts appear on our website.

Adverts can be changed throughout the year.
Contract Adverts can be linked to the advertisers website and
to an optional, advertiser supplied, write up on their
company and its activities and can include photos.

B . COOPER
DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS
Repairs and servicing to most makes and models of
Washing Machines , Tumble Dryers ,

Dishwashers , Cookers ,

Microwaves , Fridges , Freezers ,
And Vacuum Cleaners .

Set Labour Charges , No VAT

Tel. 01256 466851 or mobile 07831 684375

MIKE’S
GARDEN
SERVICES

Tel: 01256 325015

mnm.chapman@talktalk.net
www.gardenerbasingstoke.com

AFFORDABLE CARE & SUPPORT _—
FOR ALL YOUR GARDEN NEEDS

ii5 Tile & STone Revival

@ 1

INTERIOR EXTERIOR

EXPERIENCED HOUSEHOLD
PAINTER & DECORATOR

NO JOB TOO SMALL

TEL:01256 355356 or 07876 495657




GRAPHIC COMMUNICATIONS
FOR A SUSTAINABLE AND
DIGITAL WORLD

Greenhouse Graphics, the home of sustainable
print and graphics since 1993 and widely
recognised as a leading sustainable print centre in
the UK, pioneering green innovations including our
unique carbon calculator,

If you are looking to improve your sustainability
and reduce your print carbon footprint please visit
our website or call the team on 01256 880770.

01256880770

WWM.greenhousegraphics.co.uk info@greenhousegraphics.co.uk

o @==  greenhouse

Desgn | Frint | Signage | Crcpiay
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C DRIVING TOWARDS A GREENER BOROUGH )

The drive towards greener and cleaner ways of getting around the borough is gathering
pace.

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council is taking action to cut emissions from transport
as part of its work to tackle the climate emergency by continuing to decarbonise its fleet,
while also introducing further opportunities for residents to travel in more sustainable ways.

This includes swapping petrol cars for three new zero emission electric cars for its
Community Safety Patrol Officers, reducing the council’s carbon footprint by another
six tonnes per year on top of the emissions cut by introducing electric cars for its Civil
Enforcement Officers last year.

And the council is also continuing to roll out new vehicle chargers across its car parks and
at the council offices to help encourage more people to make the switch to an electric car.

Three new 22-kilowatt dual fast chargers, capable of fully charging an electric car in
around two to five hours and connecting to two vehicles at the same time, have recently
been installed at Jibbs Meadow in Bramley. In addition a 50-kilowatt rapid charger, able to
charge a car from empty to 80% in around 30 minutes, is now available in the short-stay
bays outside Basingstoke train station.

To encourage sustainable travel to and from the council offices, a new dual fast charger is
being installed for two visitors to use at once in the courtyard outside the Civic Offices in
London Road.

Cabinet Member for Environment and Climate Action Clir Hayley Eachus said: “With almost
half of local emissions coming from transport, we know taking action in this area is vital to
make a real difference in the fight against climate change.

“Cutting emissions from our own vehicles, continuing to roll out chargers in our car parks
and working with the County Council as it leads on creating on-street charging points are
key parts of this, and we are also keen to encourage more people to move away from
owning their own car and embrace more sustainable ways of getting around.

“This includes helping to shape plans being drawn up by the County Council for new
and improved footpaths, cycle ways and public transport links over coming years. And,
appreciating some trips will still need to be made by car, we are also developing our
own proposals for a car club to help people go car free in their daily lives by giving them
the option to hire an electric car when they need it to make longer journeys in a more
sustainable way.”

For more information about electric vehicle charging points in the borough, please visit
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/vehicle-charging-point

A HEART-WARMING STORY

It is always nice to have a heart-warming story and you may recollect there were some
chess sets available for either individual use or to perhaps start up a chess club. Atelephone
call from a gentleman in Old Basing resulted in him taking three wooden chess sets and
boards with a generous donation of £50, which was given to The Odiham Cottage Hospital
charity shop in the village.

Sue Wilson
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All Seasons
Window & Driveway Cleaning
All Seasons

Window & Driveway Cleaning

Domestic & Commercial
Window Cleaning Services

M Additional services include :

* Driveway Cleaning

» Cladding / Signage Cleaning

* Gutter / Fascia Soffit Cleaning

» Conservatory Roof Cleaning

» Pure Water ( NO CHEMICALS )

T/

Conservatory Safe, Efficient Refreshing, Driveway

' P]Cabe COntaCt Steve : Deep Cleans Ladder-Less Cleans & Pathway Cleans
01256 353727

info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com " www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com

Kieder Teal from the Albany
Shangri-La Wallpaper Collection

ZX520BSB

& Brewers

DECORATOR CENTRES

When you spend
£100 or more
5019646988929

ZX510BSB

Terms and Conditions apply, ask in store for details.

5019646988912

138 Basingstoke Trade Park | 1 Whitney Road

Worting Road, Basingstoke | Daneshill Estate, Basingstoke
RG218BJ 01256 467373 RG24 8BNS 01256 464745
basingstoke@brewers.co.uk | basingstoke.east@brewers.co.uk

Valid until 31st December 2023 at Brewers Basingstoke only.

When you spend
£50 or more
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" HORIZSN

SOUND & VISION

Family Run Business Est 1988

TRADING

¢ Aerial, Satellite & Sky Q

STAN 4
Freeview, Freesat, Sky ¢ -‘f'F'!f]:w
® Tuning and set up of your equipment

Cable tidying. Weak/low signal improvement. Audio Sysfems

o TV Wall Installation
Free site survey. System planning & advice. Hidden cabling.

e Additional TV Points
Magic Eye control

¢ Wi-Fi Signal Improvement & Network Cabling
including garden area and outhuildings

e CCTV Installations
including Ring doorbell

e Starlink Installation

: Cheekatrade.com
Superfast internet for rural areas Whers reputation matters

01256 841860

Visitius at EssexiRoad |Basingstoke

P ——————

y The Water
~ Softener
g Spemallsts

® Manufacturing water
softeners for over
30 years

Latest non-electric block
salt water softeners
New installations

& repairs

Advanced technology
water filters for pure
drinking water

No call-out charge

Based in Hook

Fitted, fully reconditioned water softeners
from just £395 (includes warranty).

Tele: 01256 768171

Mobile: 07836 247694
www.amsmaytair.co.uk

ADVERTISE IN

THE BASINGA

All sizes available:

Enquire by email to advertising@basinga.org.uk or visit
www.basinga.org.uk on the 'Advertise with us' dropdown menu
for Contract, Classified and Flyer Distribution details.

At no aditional cost:

All adverts appear on our website.

Adverts can be changed throughout the year.
Contract Adverts can be linked to the advertisers website and
to an optional, advertiser supplied, write up on their
company and its activities and can include photos.
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MEMORIES OF OLD BASING IN THE 1940S

Continued from the December edition of the Basinga:

* We went on lots of walks and | loved the walks to 'Picki Dam' which was along the
Newnham Road and to the left across the fields. In the summer we would take picnics
and paddle in the stream flowing through. The picnics were generally jam sandwiches and
flasks of tea! There was a swimming pool along the track by the creek where we paddled.
No idea why it was there.

« | cannot recall the year, but | have one very vivid memory of the day when a bomb dropped
on Ramptons Farm in Old Basing when we were living at Pyotts Hill. | recall we had just got
up and | was in an upstairs bedroom, the window facing Ramptons Farm, along the farm
track. Suddenly, Auntie Mim came rushing into the room and shouted “get under the bed”.
However at that point there was a loud hissing noise outside which suddenly stopped. Too
late to go under the bed and we both stood at the window and saw the huge explosion —a
Doodlebug had landed on the farmhouse at Ramptons Farm a few hundred yards down
the track. It seemed no one could have survived, but many years later | met by chance the
one survivor who would also have been a small child at that time.

* There was another enemy bomb which dropped in the village, landing on an area of grass
at the corner of the lower end of School Lane on the corner of The Street, not far from The
Bolton Arms. | recall seeing a mass of metal, | don't know if there was damage elsewhere.

» The Infants School we attended in School Lane (now called Milkingpen Lane) was a
very long walk from Pyotts Hill, but | walked to school each day as there was no transport.
Nowadays an extremely long walk for a four- or five-year-old. Sometimes my mother and
younger sister came with me, but generally | walked home alone with the other children.

* | recall the first day | started school — and was greeted by a nun in a black-and-white habit
(who I now know was there because of the teachers going into other war work). Having
never seen anyone dressed as a nun, | screamed with fright, not a good start to school!

» School days were enjoyable at Old Basing Infants which most of the village children
attended. | particularly recall the garden at the back of the school and the nature study
classes in the fields behind. We also went to Basing House for history sessions and regular
worship at St Mary's Church.

« | cannot recall whether it was every day, but many times we would walk from the school
to the Village Hall (where The Topiary now is), where mothers of the village would serve
us a home-cooked hot meal at lunchtime which we enjoyed very much. There was a great
community in the village, and | recall the Victory Celebration at The Village Hall at the
end of the war when all the children in the village (see photo, front cover) were given
a 'tea' at the Village Hall which was provided by the many mothers in the village. The
photograph (see front cover of December's Basinga) shows the children, but not fathers,
who were still away at war.

* Along the road from the school towards Upper Basing was a large house on the corner
which was used as an orphanage. We used to go there to play with the children who who
lived there. Another coincidence that many years later, in the course of my work in Australia,
| happened to meet a lady who had lived in that orphanage as a child, but what had started
our conversation was we were both from England and shared the name 'Georgina'.

.............. to be continued in February's Basinga
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To advertise here contact
advertising@basinga.org.uk

L, 01276 34932

. Www.sdfinancial.co.uk
* Family Wealth Preservation
* Wealth Management

* Tax Planning

* Protection Planning

* Retirement Planning

* Mortgages

The value of investment can fall as well as rise. You may not get back what you invest.
Your hamé may be repossessed if you do not keep up payments on your mortgage.
There is normally & fee for advising on andior arraning a morigage, the precise amount will
depend on your circumstances but wo estimate that it will be £485.

Free car park

Emergency appointments
Home visits

Free advice on rehabilitation

LOUISE SANDERS  Free advice on exercises
OSTEOPATHS  Free ergonomics advice

DO YOU SUFFER FROM......

Back Pain, Sciatica,
Headaches,

Piano Lessons

All ages and abilities
Beginners welcome
Qualified and experienced teacher
Philippa Ford 01256 470174

Sports Injuries,
Shoulder Problems
Neck Pain, Joint Pain,
Elbow & Wrist Problems,
Muscular Strains

alth Ce

Hampshire




C CLASSIFIED ADVERTISMENTS )

ADVERTISE IN THE BASINGA
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For Contract, Classified and Leaflet Distribution
Contact advertising@basinga.org.uk

10 WEEK"COURSES
WINE & PAINT EVENINGS
WEEKEND WORKSHOPS

C ADVERTISERS NEWS )

INFO@AZUREARTACADEMY.CO.UK

\WWW.AZUREARTACADEMY.CO.U Welcome to B Cooper on page 8, Philippa

\ . Ford on page 14 and The Hampshire Vet on
page 31.

— —

We ask for submissions to the magazine and website to be made via www.basinga.org .uk using the

web forms:

Selection for Articles/Letters and Diary Dates will be found on the “Submissions” drop down and
for Free Ads and Concession/Poster Ads on the “Advertise with us” drop down. Paid advertising

enquiries can also be made from the same dropdown menu.

Submissions made via the forms now provide a common input for both the magazine and website
and are automatically routed to the member of the team responsible for processing them. All
submissions must be received by the 10th of the month (6th in December) previous to the magazine

issue month.

If you have trouble finding the forms, you can of course contact us and we will advise.

Our Privacy Policy is available to read on the website which includes the GDPR requirements for
publishing photographs.

Contacts for general enquiries and assistance:

Paid Advertising - advertising@basinga.org .uk

Magazine and Website - editor@basinga.org .uk

All Advertisements in the magazine and website are inserted in good faith and the Basinga
Management Committee accepts no responsibility for any statement, omission or errors made
by the advertisers; nor endorses the products or services advertised. The views and opinions

expressed in the Basinga are those of the organisations, individuals and authors concerned and

not necessarily those of the Basinga Management Committee.
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ADVERTISE IN THE BASINGA

All sizes available:
Enquire by email to advertising@basinga.org.uk or visit
www.basinga.org.uk on the 'Advertise with us' dropdown menu
for Contract, Classified and Flyer Distribution details.

At no aditional cost:
All adverts appear on our website.

Adverts can be changed throughout the year.
Contract Adverts can be linked to the advertisers website and
to an optional, advertiser supplied, write up on their
company and its activities and can include photos.
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Improvements

Home & Garden Ltd

RIKN IGHT . = -

e

For all your Home & Garden needs,

including:
All Ground Work Undertaken g Fancing
iy Decking
ey Shed construction & Bases
Fencing & Tree Work @niandscaping
Artificial Grass
Tel: 01256 324588 B e
Mobile: 07703 458372 s Tiling

i Flooring

f www.primeimprovements.co.uk

Groundworks | Footings | Driveways | Landscaping
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( FREE ADS - BUY AND SELL )

Note: All ads are processed in received date order. Ads not included this month will
be entered in next issue, space permitting. If you do not want your ad to appear later,
contact the Advertising Manager. Ads also appear on the website with photographs
if available.

GAZEBO FREE 07990602551

Gazebo needs some TLC — some engineering skills handy. Damaged in the storm, not too
much

ORGRUL GAZEBO WEIGHTS £10 07990602551
Four heavy duty Orgrul gazebo weights. Very good condition
C CONCESSION ADVERTS )

LADIES FIRST FRIDAY COFFEE MORNING
Why don’t you come and enjoy a chat, cup of tea/coffee and a biscuit at the home of
Sheila Stone, 8 Norton Ride, Lychpit on Friday, 6th January, and Sue, 33 Broadhurst
Grove, Lychpit, on Friday, 3rd February. Both dates from 10.30 am to noon. For further
information phone Sheila Stone on 01256 350238.

PLOUGHMAN'’S LUNCH
Ploughman's Lunch in the Parish Room, St Mary's Church, on Thursday, 19th
January, at 12.25pm. Book in advance (telephone 07946 596778) as numbers are limited.
Dates for Ploughman’s Lunch for this year are Thursdays (16th February; 16th March;
20th April; 18th May; 15th June; 20th July; no lunch in August; 21st September; 19th
October; 16th November; 21st December).

BASINGSTOKE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Enjoy an evening with the Basingstoke Symphony Orchestra in the ‘Legendary
Classics’ Concert featuring Rossini’s Overture William Tell; Grieg’s Peer Gynt Suite No.1,;
Saint Saens’ Danse Macabre and Walton’s Henry V Suite (from the film); and acclaimed
violin soloist Braimah Kanneh-Mason will be performing Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto in
E minor. It takes place at The Anvil, Saturday, 25th February, 7.30pm. Tickets £14.50.
For tickets call The Anvil Box Office on 01256 844244 or visit www.anvilarts.org.uk

¢ BASINGA ADVERTISERS )

The Basinga magazine is distributed free of charge to over three thousand households and
premises in the Old Basing and Lychpit area. The magazine is produced and distributed
by teams of volunteers, while our printing costs are covered by paid adverts from local
businesses, without the income from adverts we would not be able to function and our
readership's support for our advertisers is crucial in maintaining this magazine.

When you are looking for a plumber, electrician, roofer, builder or anyone/anything else,
please look in the Basinga first. Our advertisers are well-established and most of them
have been with us for a long time, reliable and would welcome your custom.

Our website www.basinga.org.uk has a list of our advertisers, either alphabetically or
by magazine page; from the home page choose 'OUR ADVERTISERS' and then 'OUR
CONTRACT ADS".
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J Coak Landscapes
it

DESIGN & BUILD, PLANTING, DECKING, FENCING
TURFING, PATIOS, DRIVEWAYS & MAINTENANCE
FULLY INSURED & CRB CHECKED
CONTACT JONATHAN FOR A FREE QUOTATION
01256 412723 - 0771 7214521
E: info@jcooklandscapes.co.uk
www.jcooklandscapes.co.uk

P.C PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
LOCAL HANDYMAN SERVICE

All aspects of home
and properfy maintenance

* Carpentry * Painting
* Plumbing = Artex/Celling
Repairs  Tiling * Fencing

25 Years Experience
Friendiy Reliable Service

_07796 485747 - 1~ .

To advertise here contact
advertising@basinga.org.uk

191149
* Heating Systems » Boiler Replacements +
« Cylinder Replacements « Un-vented Systems »
* Radiators + Pumps, Motorized Valves = Showers =
» Thermastatic Radiator Valves « Water Sofieners «
* Bathroom, Ensuite + Cloakroom {complete installations)
* Household Plumbing Repairs - Taps +
« Balivalves « Washers » etc.

: 01256 352419

Local Plumber
marsinpeole@bunterner.com

Pl Martin Cole N

Plumbing Limited

GARDEN & LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

Panels(3'-6")
Trellis

Concrete Post
Closeboard Panels

NaturalSandstone -
PavingSlabs .
Block Paving .

Reclaimed Sleepers *
Softwood Sleepers .
Oak Sleepers C

Decking .

Rolawn Turf .
Topsoil .
Landscape Bark .

Sharp Sand
Building Sand
Ballast
Scalpings

10mm Gravel
20mm Gravel
Decorative Stone

Delivery Service Available

01256762739

Mon-Fri
7.45 - 5pm
Sat9am - 5pm

Fencing
Fitting Service
Free Estimates

Reading Road, Hook ,Hants ,RG27 9DB

www.bmfencing.co.uk

enquires@bmfencing.co.uk




CITIZENS ADVICE BASINGSTOKE

As is evident from the news and social media, many people are struggling
financially, mentally and emotionally. This is for many reasons — the
citizens aftermath of Covid and the current cost of living crisis to name but two.

advice Based at Basingstoke Discovery Centre, Citizens Advice Basingstoke
(CAB) is an independent charity with volunteer advisors. We provide free
and trusted advice that changes people’s lives, keeping them in their
homes, warm and with food on the table.

We are currently recruiting volunteers for the adviser role. The role involves giving advice
on a range of subjects from debt, benefits, employment and housing to issues to do with
family or utilities. Don’t worry if this sounds intimidating as full training is given! We offer our
advice services through email, phone and face-to-face interviews. It is a really interesting
and stimulating role, as well as giving the satisfaction of being able to help others.

From feedback from volunteers, we know that if you are looking for a job, this role adds
value to application forms, provides some real-life experience and something interesting
to talk about at interviews. But it also gives huge benefits to those who are not looking for
work — keeps the 'grey cells' sharp, gets you out of the house (!), enables you to use your
life skills, to 'give something back' and to meet new people. Our volunteers range from
students, through people working part time to some that are retired. Currently our youngest
adviser is 21 and our eldest is 79.

If you are good at listening, empathetic, able to sift through information and love problem
solving, this could be the role for you. To find out more, please contact us by email:
recruitment@basingstokecab.org.uk or by phone on 01256 329984.

If you are looking for help dealing with the cost of living or any other issue, please contact
Citizens Advice to see how we can help.

Call us on 0300 3309 064 Chat online: citizensadvice.org.uk/contact-us
Website: www.basingstokeandtadleycab.org.uk
Or search on the National Citizens advice website: www.citizensadvice.org.uk

BASINGSTOKE & DISTRICT RAILWAY SOCIETY

Basingstoke & District OUr twice-monthly meetings resume in January. We welcome new
members to the Society and are always pleased to see non-members at
our meetings at a cost of just £5. Membership details are on our website
at www.bdrs70d.com or call the Secretary on 01256 331002.

On Wednesday, 11th January, Leslie McAllister will take us to 'The
Railway Society ~ South of Ireland 1957-1963'. Leslie will present a selection of colour
images taken by the late Lance King, a skilled photographer, which will
include the last of steam in the Dublin area, the final days of rural branch lines, among
them Loughrea, Banagher and Youghal, and the early days of diesel traction in Ireland. Our
AGM takes place Wednesday, 25th January, and in the second half that evening, Society
member Wally Stamper will present a medley of his scanned colour slides and memories
in 'Change and Variety — from the 1960s to the 1990s'. Our meetings are held at 7.45pm
at The Wote Street Club, New Road, Basingstoke town centre, RG21 7NG, which has a
licenced bar, and usually conclude by 10pm.
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VILLAGE CAFE

Happy New Year to you all, | hope this year brings happiness and good things to everyone
of you. | love an inspirational quote and these two sum up the beginnings of a new year
for me: "Let our New Year’s resolution be this, we will be there for one another as fellow
members of humanity in the finest sense of the word” and from my favourite bear Winnie
the Pooh: "We never knew we were making memories, we were just having fun”. So make
memories, enjoy every moment and make this year a good one.

As you know, all funds raised by the Café are used to help the local community in some
way and we were able to officially declare the second Automated External Defibrillator
(AED) installed and ready for use recently. A huge thank you to Mary Salmon and Bob
Pyle who enabled us to install the device at the Co-op, we are extremely grateful and it
seemed only fitting to ask Mary and Bob to cut the ribbon.

Our 'Baking You Smile' initiative has proved really popular with you and it's so nice to
deliver a smile to those nominated, even though there are sometimes tears, happy ones
| should add. If you feel there is someone in our community who deserves a smile, for
whatever reason, do contact us via Facebook and we will see what we can do. So far we
have delivered over 120 cakes to those who have been nominated and we have met some
lovely people, who really do smile when we turn up on their doorstep.

This month, | would like to introduce another member of our team to you. Barbara (see
photo below) is a lovely lady, you may have seen her out on her walks around the village,
she is always smiling and her bakes are fabulous. Barbara has a touch of wanderlust and
loves to travel, she is a doting grandmother, fabulous friend and valued team member.
For fun, | asked Barbara a few questions to help you get to know her.

A= | What got you involved with the café? When | retired
' | wanted to become more involved with the community.
| saw the article in the Basinga and it was a perfect fit as
I love to bake and meet people.

Favourite pastime? Cooking and travelling
Favourite tipple? Gin and tonic or a 'Porn Star Martini'
Signature dish? Lemon meringue

Favourite holiday destination? Grenada

If there is anyone out there who loves to bake and would
like to join our fabulous team, please get in touch via our
Facebook page, we would love to have you.

Currently, the Café are opening monthly (first Friday
of the month, 2 to 4pm) in the St Mary's Church Parish
Room. Do come along and see us.

Dates for the café for upcoming months are Fridays 6th January; 3rd February; and 3rd
March.

We promise a friendly atmosphere and fabulous bakes.
Deborah Thorne
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A NEW YEAR

Dear Friends,

When the world faces many crises and great numbers of people are struggling simply to
survive, “hope is a commodity in short supply”,

With so much to depress us where would we find signs of hope locally?

Sometimes it’s the people who come into our lives, offering fresh perspective and renewed
enthusiasm, who help us to reassess our own outlook and to rediscover our own involved
commitment...

Who might those people be for you?

I feel that we are very fortunate indeed to have Rev. Jo Mulliner as Vicar. Even before
her official appointment began she had already substantially befriended the Methodist
community in the village, and I would take that to be
a sign of her intention to befriend many more people
and groups in our community.

The Methodist, people of Basingstoke are due to
welcome a new Minister, Rev. Claire Simpson in
September, and she, too, will bring many gifts to
enrich the whole community.

But what of other people, beyond those who lead
Church congregations?

What of people working in our local schools, surgeries
and businesses? What of the people whose voluntary
service enables all kinds of worthwhile activities to
take place in this area?

What about the people you know well among your
neighbours, friends and family members?

It could be easy to take people we meet frequently for
granted without glimpsing qualities in them which can

restore and renew our hopefulness.

Perhaps even our own lives could be signs of hope for others?
A purposeful New Year could yet lie ahead of us.

With love,

Reverend David Yenkin
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ST MARY'S CHURCH

ST ry’s

ris
IJI‘C
REGULAR SERVICES
Sunday 8am BCP Communion
9.30am Sung Eucharist with Junior Church
Monday 8.45am Morning Prayer
Wednesday 10am Holy Communion
Thursday 8.45am Morning Prayer
Friday 8.45am Morning Prayer
10am Diddy Disciples — for our littlest friends (term-time only)

You are welcome to join us — please just come along.

If you'd like to join the 9.30am Sunday service from home, you can do so via St Mary’s
Facebook page. Up-to-date details of all services are available on the St Mary’s website:
www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk

FLOWERS AT ST MARY’S

If you'd like to contribute to the cost of a flower arrangement in the church in memory of
a loved one or to celebrate an anniversary please do get in touch with Debbie on 07541
698235 or email: admin@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk — no specific amount is required to
sponsor an arrangement.

WEDDINGS AND BAPTISMS
All enquiries for weddings and baptisms are most welcome. Please contact Debbie, St
Mary’s Administrator (details as above)

PASTORAL SUPPORT
If you would like pastoral support please contact Revd. Jo on 01256 363612 or email:
vicar@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk or contact Debbie (details as above).

HALL FOR HIRE

The Parish Room at St Mary’s Church, including the kitchen, is available for hire. There is
availability for both regular bookings and one-off bookings. All enquiries to Debbie (details
as above).

WEEKLY BULLETIN

Every week we send out a bulletin with information about what is happening at the church.
If you'd like to be added to our distribution list please contact Debbie (details above). We
are also able to hand deliver bulletins to those without internet access.
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FRIENDS OF ST MARY'S CHURCH

The last weekend of November saw a fabulous concert in the Old Basing Village Hall in
support of the Friends of St Marys Church. It was a lovely night and the show was a sell
out. Basing Singers (see photo below) invited Basingstoke Male Voice Choir to join
them in a celebration of music and singing together after the recent times when getting
together to sing was not possible. It was such a fun night, a great break from the dreary
weather and the feedback we’ve had has been universally positive. | must admit to being
biased, being a committee member of the Friends as well as a member of Basing Singers.

The programme had something for everyone; 'Danny Boy', 'Fiddler on the Roof', Rogers
and Hammerstein, Simon and Garfunkel, Abba and more. Some might say that the highlight
was the ‘sing off’ between the two choirs as to who sang the better version of ‘There Ain’t
Nothing Like a Dame’ from South Pacific — the jury is still out.

The committee, their friends (thank you Chris!) and family worked hard to put together a
copious raffle, as well as providing tea and coffee for the interval. | must admit that the
raffle was a huge success, not least because another committee member and myself both
have 13-year-old daughters who are great friends — we gave them the job of selling the
raffle tickets! No one was safe.

We are always looking for new ways to raise money to keep our lovely church in good
condition — recent storms have done for the parish room windows, for instance — so if you
have any ideas, want to run something in aid of us (we are a registered charity), or want to
join us as a member or on the committee, please do get in touch. My husband and | joined
when we moved to the village, just to support them, it wasn’t much a year; over the years
we’ve become more involved but there is no need to get as involved as we have.

Joining the Friends keeps our lovely, historic church in good condition and we’re a friendly
group of people — honest! We hope you all had a marvellous Christmas and we look
forward to a sociable New Year. For further details of all our events and photos of past
glories, have a look at our website: www.riendsofstmaryschurcholdbasing.org

Kate O’Neill
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LEWIS

Berryford

Acccn.mlam\ Services HEATING & PLUMBING
Wearea Ioml’m!mbfe,‘nmﬂy business and strive to A
Which? provid ustomer service & workmansh Pesite
Tre rader Endorsed by Which Trusted traders. —

Do you need an accountant?
Telephone: 01256 413716

We offer an accountancy service for Mobile: 07804 030889
small businesses and individuals email: mark.lewis97@ntiworld.com
web: lewisheatingandplumbing.co.uk

Year End Accounts
Bookkeeping

VAT and Tax
Personal Tax Returns

To advertise here contact
advertising@basinga.org.uk

01256 472832 07790 948310
mike@berryford.co.uk
www.berryford.co.uk

A. SEWELL

www.asewell.co.uks

Lighting, Electrical & Audio Visual

All Lighting and Electrical work undertaken including:
- Security & Emergency Lighting
- Interior & Exterior Lighting Design & Installation
- TV, Telephone and Data Distribution
- Multi-room Audio/Visual
- Alarm Systems, CCTV & Door Access Systems
- Electrical Alterations & Re-wires

Fic]A-Foardable
2[5/ Domestics

'-==..= 01256 329893 WE REPAIR...

s . Washing Machines, Cookers, Dishwashers, Fridge Freezers,
INSTALLER L"l 012 5 £ 044 Ovens, Vacuum Cleaners & Tumble Dryers.

@ L= * 0

Family Qualified Basingstoke
Pricing Run Engineers Based

ﬂﬂ

Call: 07891 465499 | Email: afdomestics@engineer.com
Web: www.afdomestics.com
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Happy New Year! We hope you enjoyed St Mary’s Christmas Tree
Festival last month and took the opportunity to visit the Conservation
Area and the seasonal trail.

This month’s working party is on Saturday, 7th January, at
10am — meet by the PIOCC noticeboard at the entrance to the
Conservation Area. There will be no Thursday afternoon working
party in January.

We will continue our seasonal conservation work, including woodland management.
Everyone is welcome. We look forward to seeing our regular volunteers and also new
participants. Perhaps your New Year resolution could be to join us; we’d love to see you.

Churchyard Conservation is a community project, not just for churchgoers, so please come
along. Just turn up in gardening clothes and bring gloves. The tools are provided. Our
Saturday morning sessions last about three hours (with a coffee break and chance to
relax in the warm).

Already the days are lengthening and signs of spring appearing. Despite the cold, the
snowdrops are raising tiny white buds, the catkins lengthening and the birds starting their
spring songs. The WI seat offers a calm spot for reflection and relaxation.

You are very welcome to visit. The Conservation Area is for everyone to enjoy.
For further information please ring Fay Farrant on 01256 476863.
Margaret Carr — www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk

LINGUATASTIC LANGUAGE SCHOOL

NEW YEAR, NEW LANGUAGE!
Many languages, especially within Europe, have

@ . : similarities that make it easier than you may think
\ ¢ LlnguaTaStIC to begin learning another language. Check out

the words for “new” in all these languages.

All but one, begin with “N” (as in English!) and, if you study them, they resemble each other
in other ways too.

Nuovo (ltalian); Nouveau (French); Novo (Portuguese); Nuevo (Spanish); Nou
(Romanian); Neu (German); Nieuw (Dutch); Ny (Swedish); Nowy (Polish); Novy (Czech);
Nyr (Icelandic); Yeni (Turkish).

Perhaps you made a New Year’s resolution to do something for yourself; to take up a new
hobby; to meet new people; to stimulate your brain.

If you're interested in learning a new language or revisiting one previously studied at some
point in time, we’d love to have you join us here at Linguatastic

Email: info@linguatastic.com for more details.
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ARBORICULTURAL
SPECIALISTS

'Fuflr_ﬁam&wﬁﬁqd-m Health & Safety focused
£10m Public Liability Insurance 30 years experience
We guarantee we can help. Call for professional, friendly advices.

Teams all over Hampshire, Surrey, Sussex & the South:

01256 763 162

Visit our website for images, video footage, 4
client lists and more:

www.cedardale.co.uk  Checkatrade.com
Wharne reputation matien

THINGS TO DO
BAS I N G H O U S E * Discover the Great Barn and spot
artillery damage still visible on
its walls
RUI NS AN D G RO U N DS + Explore the ruins and imagine what

Plus museum, garden, activity trail, workshops, the house would have looked like

* Visit the walled garden and learn
about Basing House's fascinating
history in the museum

* Walk your dog or find a picnic spot

outdoor theatre, special events and more!

INFORMATION

Pay once, visit all year! With your
ticket, you can enjoy unlimited
visits to Basing House and return
as many times as you like for a
whole year! See our website for
full details. admission prices and
opening times,

BASING HOUSE
E;g HAMPSHIRE www.hampshireculture.org.uk/basing-house

CULTURAL = shire £ ¥
oL 3|hn| |||r ...mechester ,Q




1ST LYCHPIT BROWNIES

The 1st Lychpit Brownies have had an interesting few years. We met on Zoom for almost
a year during the pandemic, and when we physically started meeting in September 2021
we had a number of safety restrictions we had to abide by.

Since Easter 2022 we have been back meeting as normal and have enjoyed lots of different
activities, from launching rockets and making lifts and robots to ight hikes with torches. We
have been back to Brownie camp where we enjoyed grass sledging and water fights (it
was the hottest July on record). Our Christmas term ended with a trip to the cinema for an
exclusive Girlguiding showing of Matilda.

We do currently have spaces in the unit If your daughter is aged between 7 and 10 and
would like to join us please email 1st.Lychpit.Brownies@gmail.com

If you are interested in the Brownie programme then please take a look at the website
www.girlguiding.org.uk/what-we-do/brownies-7-10/all-about-brownies/ where you
can also register your daughter.

BASINGSTOKE GANG SHOW

Wondering how to bring some sparkle into the New Year? Book you and your
7 family tickets to the Basingstoke Gang Show, returning to The Haymarket
m for its 28th vibrant variety show in February. The gang have been working
E ""' incredibly hard since early September with each of the 66 cast members
attending over 200 hours of rehearsals, a total of 13,000 hours across the cast
of eight- to twenty-year olds. That's a lot of time creating expectations which
are deeply valued, learning skills for life, making new friendships and getting ready to put
on an award winning variety show!

With a production of classic to contemporary performances showcasing the very best of
local talent in the Scout and Guide associations; you can expect to be delighted by the 16
acts lasting two and a half hours. Forty three years since the first show went on stage at the
Haymarket Theatre in Basingstoke, Basingstoke Gang Show is recognised as the longest-
lasting show that performs in our community. Where we have entertained and brought joy,
laughter and happiness to 84,000 people!

The power of volunteering is central to the success of our show, with 77 adults who
volunteer to help. Over 15,000 hours of volunteers time is invested in many activities such
as creating 500 costumes, but most important is to support and inspire the children and
young adults in our amazing cast.

Interested? Book your tickets now to experience this feel-good family show at The
Haymarket. Dates are Thursday, 9th to Saturday, 18th February (excluding Sunday
12th) at 7.15pm. Matinée (2pm) performances are also on Saturday 11th and Saturday
18th February.

Ticket prices: adults £22; children £15. Last night (Saturday 18th) all seats £24.

Group booking discount: buy 10 or more tickets and get £1 off each ticket if booked by
Sunday, 15th January. One discount only, per booking.

Book tickets here: www.anvilarts.org.uk/whats-on/event/basingstoke-gang-show
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Weller Mackrill
S M DECORATORS Chartered Certified Accountants
. ' and Tax Advisers

Interior & Exterior Accounts - Tax & VAT Returns - PAYE & CIS - IR35 advice
. . Company formations - Tax planning - Free initial consultation
Prompt & Efficient Service

Weller Mackrill, South Building, Upper Farm, Wootton St Lawrence,

Competitive Prices Basingstoke, RG23 8PE
Fully Insured Company s LS e
. E-mail:
Over 25 Years Expertence b,

Skim Plastering and

. o 3o Over 35 years experience in all
P(Zp erhangmg Sp ecialists oB types of domestic, commercial and
Cfty & Guilds Qualéfied ERRY| ndustilfendng

FREE estimates and advice with
All Work Guaranteed FE NCl NG no obligation and good quality
For Your workmanship are GUARANTEED

e AR AR RARARAAD
01256 811929 CALLUS 01256 358 940

www.fencing-in-basingstoke.co.uk




OLD BASING DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD SCHEME

As another year draws to a close, | reflect on the past year, a year when return to 'normal’
is perhaps a misnomer. It certainly has been for us at the Old Basing Duke of Edinburgh
Open Award Centre. After two plus years of Covid restrictions, we were finally allowed
out again to meet for training and expeditions. As a result of the enforced shutdown, our
numbers were very low and we only had one bronze team out in the New Forest for their
practice followed by the assessed expedition in the Andover and Stockbridge area during
the height of the drought. The team did very well coping with the heat but were certainly
pleased with the ice creams presented at the end of the two days!

This was followed by a team of five Gold participants in August, most of whom were
Bronze and Silver from previous years. Given the choice of heading off to wild country, now
allowed, such as Brecon or Dartmoor, they instead chose the take a mammoth challenge
by walking the entire South Downs Way from Winchester to Eastbourne across the South
Downs Way, a journey of 100 miles. They achieved this in just six days by combining the
practice expedition with the actual expedition camping in a different campsite ever night. |
should also add that this was carrying near full kit as well with a slight adjustment to allow
for the still extremely hot weather on H&S grounds. They completed the walk at around
7pm on the last day with very sore feet, blisters and many aches but full of the success of
achieving the challenge. Well done guys from all of us! You did yourselves proud.

Much has been mentioned this year in respect of the Award with the Queens Jubilee
celebrations followed by the sad passing of HM, our Queen, not so long after the passing
of the Duke himself. Whilst changes of a patron may yet happen, we are sure the Duke of
Edinburgh Award is here to stay, | close this report with a request and call for help.

We currently have a small number of Bronze participants ready to start next year and
a team of Silvers but need a few more. If you or anyone you now would like to take the
challenge of the D of E, we have an open evening on Monday, 16th January, at 8pm at
the Beddington Centre, Riley Lane (opposite the Bolton Arms pub). Please come along
and find out more about joining our very friendly Open Centre to achieve your award.

Bob, Jackie and team

THE NATIONAL WOMEN'S REGISTER (NWR)

Y Chineham and Old Basing National Women’s Register (NWR) meet
%6 at 2pm on the first Monday of each month. In January we have a
NN discussion meeting when we will talk about anything that starts with the

letter 'H". In February we will plan our year ahead balancing serious
discussion meetings with fun events often involving food and drink. Our
style is informal and relaxed. Everyone has a say in our programme, and we take turns to
lead or host a meeting. We also have a monthly lunch out and an evening Book Group.

With the gloom of the winter ahead why not brighten up your social life. If you enjoy lively
conversation and broadened horizons whilst having fun then NWR might be your sort of
group. If you are unable to participate in our Group there are nearby NWR Groups that
meet in the evening, or you can join as an independent member to participate in the many
online activities offered nationally. For more information go to www.nwr.org.uk or contact
our local organiser Dusty Brough, via dmbc861@gmail.com or tel. 01256 357276.

Sandie Tapping
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W.T.HILL Lee Quinlan
Painter & Decorator
Internal & External Bathroom & Kitchen Fitter
Over 30 Years Experience “You buy it and I'll fit it”
Tel: 07748808069/01256 467901 All associated work undertaken:
’ . Plumbing, Tiling, Plastering, Flooring,
Free Quotations Woodwork & Electrical.
h '}P;Oud "‘embﬂa’f tel: 01256 811830
C eCI(atra e.com email: enquiry@leequinlan.co.uk
Where reputation matters web: leequinlan.co.uk

Basingstoke's New

g, Independent Vet Practice i35 4
: Available now for home visit B
appointments

24-hour Hospital in development opening-r
Spring 2023

s
r. 1 website: www.thehampshirevet.co.uk scan the QR code,
H A PS H l R E email: info@thehampshirevet.co.uk email or call to ]
VET tel: 01256 639707 register E

BUILDING CONTRACTORS 01256 636511

Extensions | Loft Conversions | Renovations | New Builds
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- Happy New Year! Why not start the new year as you mean to go
(_.{ Mill Field .%. on and try your hand at conservation work at your local nature

: reserve on Saturday, 21st January?
Conservation y i

i ¥
, &
% Group &

This month we will be clearing back scrub down by the lower
path. We aim to clear areas of ash, oak and hazel to allow smaller
plants to flourish and renew the views for walkers across the site.

No experience is necessary just wear appropriate clothes and footwear and we will provide
tea, coffee and tools. You can meet us at the lower path at 10am for just a couple of
hours.

Any last-minute changes will be posted on Facebook and the field notice board. If you can
email that you are coming then we can provide updates.

See below a photo from our work party on Saturday, 19th November 2022:

WHAT TO LOOK
OUT FOR THIS
MONTH

If you are out
walking the dogs
" at dusk, you may
& see Linnets, Reed
bunting and Yellow
Hammer going to
roost most nights.
Redwing, Fieldfare
will be shifting round
with the chance of a
Water Rail, Snipe or Jack Snipe or maybe a Bittern or Waxwing if the weather becomes
harsher. Siskins and Lesser Redpoll can be seen along the wood edge and flocks of Long
tailed Tit will be moving through the field mixed with the occasional Chiffchaff or Goldcrest.

Email: millfieldnature@gmail.com
Facebook: Mill Field Conservation Group

The Trading Hut at Riley Lane (opposite the Bolton Arms) will be opening on the following
dates: Sundays, 8th January, 11am-noon (when the 2023 Membership fee will be due)
and 5th and 26th February, 11am-noon.

Anyone is welcome to purchase items from the shop. The Trading Hut sells compost, and
other garden sundries and saves on petrol by providing a local service for people of Old
Basing and Lychpit!

OBAGS is looking for more volunteers to man the shop during 2023, so if you think you
could help, please let a member of the committee know.

Visit the OBAGS website for more information on Old Basing Allotment & Garden Society:
www.obags.uk
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Home Maintenance Services
Family Business - Fully Insured « Free Quotations
References by Request - ﬁmrsfalnpe«lence
CATLIN Jobs Undertaken.
Fencing - Drylining/Studwalls » Painting/Decorating
PLUMBING & HEATING Laminate Flooring - 2nd ﬂx(&plhl!’y « Plumbing - Tiling
Fitting/Designing of Kitchens and Bathrooms

Marcus Underdown
Property Maintenance Expert

01256 479327 - 07878078135
mtunderdown@virginmedia.com

g 5 ing a tap to refurbishing your

*% AWARD WINNING DRAMA *
o AND IMAGINATIVE PLAY CLASSE

Email: kate@dramatots.éo.uk
Or call Kate on 07803 046549
www.dramatots.co.uk

ADVERTISE IN THE BASINGA

All sizes available:
Enquire by email to advertising@basinga.org.uk or visit
www.basinga.org.uk on the 'Advertise with us' dropdown menu
for Contract, Classified and Flyer Distribution details.

At no aditional cost:
All adverts appear on our website.

Adverts can be changed throughout the year.
Contract Adverts can be linked to the advertisers website and
to an optional, advertiser supplied, write up on their
company and its activities and can include photos.

33



Nﬁ# Showroom
EsT WA 1982 The old Station Andover Rd

Oakley Basingstoke RG23 7HA

Tel; (01256) 782070

CARPETS & FURNITURE | OPEN 9am - 5pm MONDAY - FRIDAY
CLOSED WEDNESDAY

SATURDAY OPEN 10am - 3pm

CARPET EDGING SERVICE
ALSO AVAILABLE

Rugs Made Your size
VINYL, WOOD, CARPETS,
LAMINATE, LVT,
FURNITURE FOR DINING ROOM,
LOUNGE, BEDROOM AND STUDY,
BEDS MADE IN ENGLAND

www.oakley-furnishing.co.uk

NJP Heating Services

0% finance

on all Worcester Bosch boilers

complete with up to 10 year guarantees on all
Worcester Bosch boilers and controls

Contact us today for your free quote

07717 741999 or
01256 782202

nick@njpheating.com | njpheating.com

S
( Iphg -/E'fg'ffjs““  BOSCH
Plember Accredited
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OLD BASING ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
The Old Basing Royal British Legion Branch Monthly

le E O N Meeting is on Thursday, 5th January, 8 to 9pm, in the
Jack Morris Hall. Al members of Old Basing Royal

Britiish Legion Club and Branch are invited to attend.

Rick Bourne

THE IVY CLUB

Having had a very active end to the year with our Christmas Party, followed by a trip to
Winchester to the Christmas Market, The Bells Choir coming to sing to us and finally
Christmas Bingo, the club will now be closed until Wednesday, 11th January.

We open every Wednesday, from 1.30 until 4pm, in the Jack Morris Hall (Royal British
Legion), Crown Lane. The cost is £2 per week which entitles you to refreshments and a
free raffle.

We play bingo every other week, we operate a jigsaw and book exchange programme as
well as quiz afternoons, speakers and outings, cream teas and fish and chips. We currently
have a membership of 65 which is fantastic. Look forward to seeing you in 2023.

Sue Wilson (Chairman)

OLD BASING WI
Old Basing WI held a very successful

‘[hBWI 1 Christmas sale as part of the Basing
ampS Ire House Christmas Fayre at the end of
INSPIRING WOMEN November. Thank you to all our Members
who baked, made craft items to sell or

helped on the day. Thank you also to Jane Wordsworth of Wildwood Trees who donated a
super Christmas tree for one of our raffle prizes.

Our speaker in December was David Stiles who talked to us about his experiences as
an evacuee during WWII. After the talk, Members celebrated with a festive glass of wine
and a mince pie. Later in the month we took part in the St Mary’s Christmas Tree Testival
with our entry “7 swans a sWIimming” (get it?!) and just before Christmas, we enjoyed a
Christmas lunch at Avenue Nurseries.

Our plans for 2023 are being finalised, and include an evening meal at Batons Mill, a
skittles event and a coach trip, as well as our usual weekly coffee mornings and monthly
lunches and craft group activities.

Our January meeting takes place on Tuesday, 3rd January immediately after the Bank
Holiday, at St Mary’s Church Parish Room at 7.30pm when we will be voting on the
resolutions put forward at national level, as well as having a post-Christmas catch up and
cuppa.

Details of the WI in Hampshire and other WI activities are at www.hampshirewi.org.uk

If you would like to join our long running and thriving group, please contact our President
Sue Stewart by email at oldbasingpres@hampshirewi.org.uk



You never can be sure what the weather is going to be like, whether we will get a repeat
of the ‘Beasts From The East” from recent past winters or not, but if we do, be prepared to
be on constant snow patrol, especially if you have large coniferous trees or a greenhouse,
snow must be brushed or knocked off as soon as possible to avoid damage due to the
excessive weight.

But let’s think positively. The cold weather will not come as harshly as some winters, and
we will be able to get out into the garden. There is much planting to be done, Raspberries,
Gooseberries and currants can be planted, as well as Roses, so long as the soil isn’t frozen
or too waterlogged.

If you are thinking of growing peas this year, and would like them earlier than usual, place a
cloche over the soil to allow it to warm up (tip: if you had a real Christmas tree, the stripped
down branches can make an excellent pea support). And while we are on the Christmas
theme, you can press mistletoe berries into the bark of apple trees to establish your own
mistletoe plants for next Christmas.

Remember to keep off wet soil to avoid compacting it. If you have to walk on it in the wet,
stand on a plank, spreading your weight. While you are you can do some weeding ready
for the spring, simply hoe off or pull out any annual weeds and dig out perennial ones.

The most pleasing course of action is of course to stay inside where it is warm! If you need
an excuse to do so, turn your mind to browsing the seed catalogues and online shops,
maybe trying something new this year? Also sort out your old seeds, throwing away empty
or out-of-date packets.

For January seed sowing try some early sowings in trays. All you need is a bright, cool
windowsill as germination temperatures of around 55° (13°C) are adequate. Try Lettuce,
Summer Cabbage and Cauliflowers, plus round varieties of Carrots, Spinach, Salad Onions
and Turnips. If you are lucky enough to have an electric propagator then plant Tomatoes,
Aubergines, Chillies and other crops that need a long hot growing season, providing you
have an indoor area that receives a lot of light to pot onto. Keeping them starved of light
as they grow will result in leggy, useless plants. If you have a heated greenhouse you can
sow greenhouse tomatoes as early as this month.

As well as the usual varieties, why not have a look for some more exotic or newer species.
Pluots are a mixture between a Plum and an Apricot, and do well in the south of England.
Self-fertile varieties are available too. If you're feeling adventurous try a Medlar tree.
Medlars are ornamental, flowering trees with pretty blossom, good autumn colour and
fruits, which are edible, although not to everyone’s taste. Their fruit is tart if eaten raw,
but makes pleasantly flavoured jellies or can be used in desserts. Left to soften the fruit
mellows and is a traditional, if unusual, treat.

Cover rhubarb plants with a bucket or terracotta pot to force an early crop. Rhubarb
'"Timperley Early' is regarded as the earliest maturing variety, if forcing you can expect
tender pink sticks as early as February, though it can be grown in the normal way.

For houseplants, reduce watering now as plants aren’t growing much, and leaves don’t
lose moisture in cool conditions. All you need to do is keep plants just moist, and there is no
need to feed plants until March. You can just mist the underside of leaves to keep humidity
high if you want.
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It's either still December or January as you read this so early or belated Happy New Year!
I’'m staggered that I'm writing notes for 2023 when I've only just got used to 2022 and | think
as well as climate change there is something freaky going on with time as well.

So, | started this month’s column on 1st December and we have yet to have a frost, hence
nature is VERY confused. Some ten years ago | recall that Red Admiral butterflies were
seen during December so it's not a totally unknown event, but Stephen Thair was still a
little surprised to spot one on the wing a week or so back. Something else on the wing
that REALLY did surprise him however and that was of a huge raptor, possibly a juvenile
White-Tailed Eagle or a Golden Eagle, taking flight from a large fir tree in his garden next to
The Common. Stephen was alerted to ’'something wrong’ by the cacophony of noise from
every bird in the area as this flying barn door headed off across the fields. We checked with
the relevant organisation whether one of the former was around here (the birds are radio
tracked) but it seemed not, although Jim Andrews my ‘go-to’ contact told me that there is a
chap in Basingstoke that flies a Golden Eagle on open spaces locally so maybe the birds
were one and the same. A startling sight whatever it was.

Other creatures upset by the mild conditions are hedgehogs and
quite a few have still been wandering about, including this trio of
hogs enjoying a feast left out Viv Boyns in her Cavalier Road
garden (see photo right). However, Viv also noticed one little chap
out in the daytime looking a bit forlorn, clearly undernourished and
confused, so kindly Viv took him to the Hart Wildlife Centre for
rehabilitation. Apparently, he was not alone with many being brought
in, leaving the Centre needing support with suitable foods and
bedding for the variety of animals and birds currently being rescued.

\
Today is 4th December there is a sharp northerly wind blowing with the threat of a frost
coming this week, so right on cue a couple of Redwings turned up, alighting on our crab
apple tree to check out the plentiful bright red fruits filling the branches. They won’t have
to look very far either to see a big pile of windfall apples | stacked after a leaf sweep, and
that will also bring Fieldfares and Blackbirds in. My real wish, as the case every winter, is
that we get some Waxwings here too!

Apart from the great hedgehog picture, I'd like to share this one with you, sent to me by

@# Malc Leavey whilst he was holidaying in Florida. He was on a
quiet beach and noticed that two surfers had taken a bit of a
. chance by leaving their stuff unguarded whilst enjoying their dip,
whereupon an Egret (see left) took up position on one bag as if
to say "Dont worry guys, I've got this!"

= If you're interested in following the progress of the Isle of Wight
White Tailed Eagle release programme, go to the website:
www.forestryengland.uk

Don'’t forget to send all your nature-related stories and photos
to rickbourne@yahoo.com or naturenotes@basinga.org.uk — for all your bird food
requirements, order it from me at ‘Bird Drop-ins’, use the former email address or ring/text
me on 07900 648675 to place an order or get a form.

Rick Bourne
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C DIARY DATES FOR JANUARY 2023 )

For details of services and events at St Mary’s Church please see page 24

JANUARY

Tue 7.30pm
7.30pm

Thu & 8.00pm — 9.00pm

-Fri6 10.30am - noon

2.00pm —4.00pm

Sat7 10.00am

Sun 8 11.00 — noon

Tue10  6.00pm

Wed 11 1.30pm —4.00pm
7.45pm

Mon 16  8.00pm

Wed 18  1.30pm —4.00pm

Thu 19 12.25pm

Sat21 10.00am

Wed 25 1.30pm —4.00pm
7.45pm

FEBRUARY

Fri 3 10.30am - noon
2.00pm —4.00pm

Sun 5 11.00am — noon

Tue 7 7.30pm

Thu 9 7.15pm

Sat 25 7.30pm

Sun 26 11.00am — noon

Parish Council Meeting (The Pavilion, Recreation Ground)
Old Basing WI Meeting (Parish Room, St Mary’s Church)
Old Basing British Legion Branch Meeting (J Morris Hall)
Ladies First Friday Coffee Morning (8 Norton Ride, Lychpit)
Village Café (Parish Room, St Mary’s Church)

PIOCC Working Party (meet at PIOCC noticeboard)
OBAGS Trading Hut open (Riley Lane)

DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY COPY TO EDITOR

Ivy Club Meeting (Jack Morris Hall)

Basingstoke & District Railway Society talk (see page 19)
D of E Open Award Open Evening (Beddington Centre)
Ivy Club Meeting (Jack Morris Hall)

Ploughman’s Lunch (Parish Room, St Mary’s Church)

Mill Field working party (meet on lower path)

Ivy Club Meeting (Jack Morris Hall)

Basingstoke & District Railway Society talk (see page 19)

Ladies First Friday Coffee Morning (33 Broadhurst Grove)
Village Café (Parish Room, St Mary’s Church)

OBAGS Trading Hut open (Riley Lane)

Parish Council Meeting (The Pavilion, Recreation Ground)
Basingstoke Gang Show (first night. See page 28)
Basingstoke Symphony Orchestra (Anvil)

OBAGS Trading Hut open (Riley Lane)

(

BASINGA EXTRA )

This month we were unable to include every article that we received, or submitted long
after the deadline. Content listed below is available on our website: www.basinga.org.uk

Basingstoke Civil Service Retirement Fellowship  Basingstoke Deane Rotary Club
Chineham Medical Practice Patient Participation Group (PPG)

Probus President Reviews His Year UB3A Festival Place Exhibition Space
RCS Free Courses Staring in January in Basingstoke
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BARBERSHOP & '.‘[‘:[_;\]‘.R'DR‘.[*ZSS'.[*ZRS
Now open 1|1; Iiielle Vue Rd
Old Basing.
Hairdressing for the whole
family.

01256 357333

eN SOLyy-
Y o)
o™ NEIL INKLEY V8

SPECIALIST IN FENCING, TURFING,

PATIOS ALSO GENERAL GARDEN WORK

including Lawns, Hedges, Clearance,
and Pressure Cleaning

Local References Free Estimates

01256 882108 or 07768 105488

To advertise here contact
advertising@basinga.org.uk

Basing Pedicare

Fully qualified mobile Foot Health Practitioner

- Toe Nail Cutting
- Corn And Callus
Management
- Diabetic Foot

Management
- Verruca Care

Contact

Malinda Shook wceHp markp
to make your appointment-
| visit you in your home!

07751474322

Spencer & PVwE 8

3rd Generation Our family serving your
family owned family for over 60 years
and run Funeral

Directors and &
Monumental )
Masons 380-Worting Road
Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ
24 Hours 01256 323165

7 London Road

Hook, RG27 9DY
01256761717

Trading Standards approved

funerals@spencerandpeyton.co.uk

www.spencerandpeyton.co.uk

ON Sﬂ‘fﬁ‘:"‘o‘;\ﬁi rr The
FIOWFI?
GiRr

01256 355556

werwtheflowergiriflarist.couk
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Did you hear
ST. MICHAEL’S HOSPICE

Whether

. X
¥ anfiques & |
| collectibles are |

your passion

or sprucing
up your

you can shop for what you need
and support your local Hospice. Go to

our website and follow the link for :
www.simichaelshospice.org.uk




SPINE TEAM _”:

CHIROPRACTIC THERMOFLUX

PLUMBING AND HEATING SERVICES

High quality and friendly MSK,
Back Pain and Neck Pain service

Fully insured | Over 16 years experience

with professionals who listen Free no obligation quotations
Annette and Gordon Linscott
35 YearS in BaSingStOke Boiler and heating system installation specialist

General plumbing

Now on your doorstep

Bathroom installations

East Ba !'ﬂ-:_ LYthit Centre . Water softener installations
2T 91256-466 666 : - Power flushing

Un-vented hot water systems

s

07891226591 - Thermofluxplumbing@outlookcorm.

s

MasterPartner

SERVING THE PEOPLE OF BASINGSTOKE & NORTH HAMPSHIRE SINCE 1968

ARMSTRONG ROAD, DANESHILL EAST, BASINGSTOKE, HAMPSHIRE RG24 8NU
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® BASINGA

EDITOR: Colin Follett, 101 The Street, Old Basing, RG24 7DA 01256 326909
LAYOUT ADVISOR AND ASSISTANT EDITOR: Lyn Caswell 01256 464800
SECRETARY: Graham Merry, 40 Linden Avenue, Old Basing, RG24 7HS 01256 463908
TREASURER: Andy Grove, 30 Pyotts Copse, Old Basing, RG24 8WE 07918 644187
ADVERTISING MANAGER: Lou Eddy, 66D The Street, RG24 7BY 07879 637899
DISTRIBUTION:

Old Basing Area: Peter Watson, 19 Priory Gardens, Old Basing, RG24 7DS 01256 352299
Lychpit Area: Andrée McLean, 6 Pimpernel Way, Lychpit, RG24 8SS 01256 819006
WEBMASTER: Alan Morris, 29 Lingfield Close, Old Basing, RG24 7ED 01256 329417

® OLD BASING & LYCHPIT PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK: Sandra Tuck 01256 462847
OFFICE AND HOURS: The Pavilion, The Recreation Ground

Monday to Thursday 10am to noon

® CHURCH INFORMATION FOR THE AREA

Church of England (Parish of Old Basing & Lychpit)
VICAR: Revd. Jo Mulliner email: vicar@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk 01256 363612

Regular Services at St Mary's Church, Old Basing
SUNDAY: 8am Holy Communion; 9.30am Sung Eucharist and Junior Church

OTHER DAYS: Wednesday, 10am — Holy Communion; Monday, Thursday and
Friday, 9.15am — Morning Prayer

Changes to the regular service pattern and other weekday services are shown
in the weekly news-sheet, a copy of which is displayed on the noticeboard in
the church porch

Old Basing Methodist Church
MINISTER: Rev'd David Jenkins 0118 3271592

07973 195566
SUNDAY SERVICE: Morning Service 10.30am

Roman Catholic

PRIEST: Fr Dominic Adeiza 01256 465214
St Bede’s Church, Popley Way, Basingstoke

SUNDAY MASSES: 9am, 11am and 6pm
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need a painter and decorator?

professional experienced
friendly reliable

affordable pecdecoratingserices fully insured

Tree
Surgeon
01256 763859 g

07766 256788 ~-£ :

EEEGEE SCENE

TreeSceneArb@gmail.com ARBORICULTURE

call us today for a free no obligation quote

01256 334852 07919 358050
pscdecoratingservices@gmail.com

Infinite Harmony Yoga

Gentle Hatha Yoga for all abilities

Yoga for Every Body - Sunday 9:30am at Lychpit Community Hall
Chair Yoga - Monday 11am at Sycamore Halls Community Centre
Restorative Yoga - Tuesday 7pm via Zoom

Sunrise Yoga - Monday, Wednesday and Friday 7:30am via Zoom
Call Vicky on 81256 910108 or email “ q\ N
vicky@infiniteharmony.co.uk for more details kil

Visit www.infiniteharmony.co.uk for the full schedule

ADVERTISE IN THE BASINGA

All sizes available:
Enquire by email to advertising@basinga.org.uk or visit
www.basinga.org.uk on the 'Advertise with us' dropdown menu
for Contract, Classified and Flyer Distribution details.

At no aditional cost:
All adverts appear on our website.

Adverts can be changed throughout the year.
Contract Adverts can be linked to the advertisers website and
to an optional, advertiser supplied, write up on their
company and its activities and can include photos.
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Crusade

Based in Old Basing, our services

include:

Domestic and commercial
Window cleaning
Conservatory roof cleaning
Gutter and down pipe clearance
Soffit, facias and gutter cleaning
Pressure washing
Contact us for a free quotation

01256 766899

www.crusadecleaning.co.uk




