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This month's cover photograph, is a Scarecrow ('The Lone Ranger') sent in by Lorraine 
Tyler, part of the Scarecrow Festival. 
Well, the long-anticipated Carnival passed off fabulously last month on a hot, humid day. 
Much fun was had by all. Thanks to the hard working volunteers on the day.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE BASINGA

We welcome both regular and occasional items for the Basinga. The very last date for 
copy to the Editor for the August edition is 6pm on Monday, 10th July. Please use the 
forms on the Basinga website www.basinga.org.uk to get your dates, articles and letters 
to us (see box on page 15 for further instructions). 
All advertising enquiries – classified, free adverts or inserts (flyers) can also be made via 
the website. Don’t forget that we only accept articles with about a 300-word maximum 
and articles are only published at the Editor's discretion.

PHOTOS AND LOGOS FOR THE BASINGA

If any reader would like to offer a photograph of the village environment we would be 
happy to receive them, either for immediate use or to build up a portfolio of ‘village views’ 
that we can use. We now have a web form that you can use to send a photograph for the 
website archive and possible use in the magazine, go to www.basinga.org.uk and the 
form can be found on the 'Contributors Submission' menu. Should you wish to submit 
multiple photos, or a photo is too 'large', they can be emailed directly to the Editor at 
editor@basinga.org.uk
This feature should NOT be used for Free Ads or article photos, which can be attached to 
their own forms. We welcome club and society logos, with the option to use them within 
articles. Please send graphics to editor@basinga.org.uk

ST MICHAEL'S HOSPICE 

SUNFLOWER CELEBRATION
A Sunflower Celebration event is taking place on Sunday, 2nd July, in the St Michael's 
Hospice gardens. From 2pm, there will be stalls and games to enjoy, followed by a 
service of poems, readings and reflection at 3pm. 
At the celebration, there will be a ‘meadow of sunflowers’ – each sunflower marker will be 
dedicated to someone special and can be taken home to treasure forever after the event. 
Dedications can be made on our website stmichaelshospice.org.uk/sunflower2023

ONLINE SALES VOLUNTEERS
St. Michael’s Hospice are looking for Online Sales Volunteers. Do you like using online 
selling platforms? We’re looking for people who appreciate product research and can then 
offer items for sale on our Hospice Online Sales Platforms, raising much-needed funds!
Students and Duke of Edinburgh students are welcome to apply and training will be 
provided. Available shifts: four hours on a Wednesday, Thursday and Friday – we can be 
flexible to other hours. To find out more or apply, email volunteer@stmichaelshospice.
org.uk or you can visit www.stmichaelshospice.org.uk/volunteer

JULY COVER PHOTO, NOTES AND NEWS
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BASING HOUSE

The highlight of our July programme is a performance of an 
adaptation of The Tempest, in the Walled Garden on 
Friday, 14th July. It will be performed by SISATA, a Dorset-
based dramatic group born from a love of Shakespeare and 
a longing to make theatre accessible to all.

The performance will take place in the unique setting of the walled garden of Basing House.  
Admission is £17 for adults, £14 for concessions.  The audience needs to bring its own 
seating (chair or blanket) and any refreshments – no seating can be provided.
The performance starts at 6pm and runs for around 100 minutes.  Parking is on our site, 
and is accessed from Redbridge Lane, by a turning on the non-village side of what used 
to be the canal bridge. This is a different place to that used for daytime events at Basing 
House and obviates the need for the walk from the car park near Bartons Mill. Access is 
also possible from The Street, through Garrison Gate for those coming on foot.
As usual we ask visitors not to park in The Street – on this occasion it is further from the 
event than the car park. Further (and possibly more specific) details are to be found at 
www.hampshireculture.org.uk/event/tempest 
Our August highlight will be our Late Summer Market, in the Great Barn, on Sunday, 
27th and Monday 28th August, with car parking back in our signed car park.  More details 
in the next Basinga.
We have also lost Martin, one of our longest serving volunteers, who has departed the 
area for pastures new. So we’d love to find a new volunteer to replace him – if you feel 
you can help, do give me a ring.

Andrew Howard – tel. 01256 327014

BASINGTOKE & DISTRICT RAILWAY SOCIETY

It's holiday season so we’re off travelling this month. We try to avoid 
having two potentially similar talks at successive meetings, but sometimes 
that is unavoidable. 
Firstly, how about 1,200 miles by train not plane? In 2015, Nick Brazil 
decided that he would travel from home in Pangbourne to Split, on the 
Adriatic coast of Croatia, by train. On Wednesday, 12th July, in 'A Balkan 

Railway Adventure', Nick will present the story of that journey by inter-city expresses and 
local trains, stopping off at some of Europe’s most historic cities. Did he decide to come 
home by air? 
If that’s a bit too adventurous for you, perhaps 'Swiss Alpine Journeys' will be a bit more 
relaxed, if no less dramatic. On Wednesday 26 July, David Mead will present a colourful 
show displaying the best of the Alpine routes of southern Switzerland.
Our meetings are held at 7.45pm at The Wote Street Club in New Road in Basingstoke 
town centre, RG21 7NG, which has a licenced bar, and usually conclude by 10pm. 
Do join us, either by becoming a Society member or as a visitor (at a cost of just £5). 
Membership details are on our website at www.bdrs70d.com or call the Secretary on 
07837 320790.
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

Much has been written recently on various social media outlets regarding the Parish 
Council’s decision regarding a planning application for floodlights by the Old Basing 
Tennis Club. Certain comments about our Parish Councillors have been untrue and, 
in some instances, insulting. If those members of the community felt so strongly that 
our Councillors were not 'in touch' or 'up to the job' why was the recent local election 
uncontested? This was the ideal opportunity for any member of the community dissatisfied 
with the way in which parish affairs are managed to put their name forward for election as 
a Parish Councillor and make their own contribution to the decision-making process – no-
one did!
Nine of our twelve Councillors were re-elected uncontested and three Councillors that, 
for various reasons, had not submitted nomination forms in time but subsequently offered 
their names for co-option were co-opted at the next Parish Council meeting.  They did this 
because they were involved with ongoing projects which they wished to complete.
Concillors are elected to act and make decisions to the best of their ability on behalf of the 
community they represent. This is no easy task and covers wide-ranging matters. They do 
not get paid for their time (but can claim reasonable expenses – although most do not). 
Some Councillors have been doing this for many years and are committed to making a 
positive difference to their parish. 
Whilst understanding the frustration of Tennis Club members, the Parish Council owns and 
manages the recreation ground, located in a Conservation Area, for the benefit of all users 
and it will continue to do this. Meanwhile talks with the Club will continue.
Work on the Neighbourhood Plan is ongoing as is the OBLEC campaign to resist 
overdevelopment of valuable farm and wetland areas around Old Basing and Lychpit, and 
in particular the protection of the River Loddon Valley.  
VANDALISM AND ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
Yet again, the spring school holiday and better weather conditions have brought out the 
worst in some people.  The recreation ground and public toilets have 
been the subject of several instances of vandalism resulting in damage 
to Cricket Club property and the temporary closure of the public toilets at 
a time when both these are likely to be most used. This does not always 
happen at night so if you do see any activity that appears suspicious, 
please report this as soon as possible to the Parish Office. 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 
The next two meeting dates are Tuesday, 4th July and 1st  August starting at 7.30pm. 
Please let us know if you are unable to manage the stairs to the meeting room to enable 
us to make alternative arrangements.
Parish Clerk: Mrs Sandra Tuck 		  Deputy Clerk: Mrs Kate Hope 
Address: The Pavilion, Recreation Ground, The Street, Old Basing, RG24 7DA
Telephone: 01256 462847 	
Office Hours: Monday to Thursday, 10am to noon 
Mobile: 07507 514498 (emergencies only)	
Email: clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk 		  Website: www.oldbasing.gov.uk
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OLD BASING WI

We had a wonderful talk at our June meeting from Sophie Fryer who is a 
couture milliner.  Ladies had the chance to try on many of her handmade hats 
at the end of her presentation.
June was a busy month for Old Basing WI with our stall at the Carnival, and 

our display at the St Mary’s Summer Festival, as well as a visit to the Village Café for an 
afternoon tea at the end of the month.
Our July meeting is our Annual Garden Party, hosted in a Member’s garden. The 
competition that evening is a pudding that we will all get to sample! WI Members have 
been told of the details and location of this event.
Our August meeting is back at the Parish Room, St Mary's Church, on Tuesday, 1st 
August, at 7.30pm, when local lady Penny Jubin, aka one of the  'Glass Maidens', will 
be visiting us.
For details of the WI in Hampshire and other WI activities see www.hampshirewi.org.uk
All are welcome to our meetings. 
If you would like to join our long-running and thriving group, please come along or contact 
our President Sue Stewart by email at oldbasingpres@hampshirewi.org.uk

NATIONAL WOMEN'S REGISTER (NWR)

Does this sound appealing? “I have made so many friends and discussed 
and explored interesting and challenging subjects. It has lifted my spirits in 
life’s down periods. And at times have laughed so much that I ached”. If so, 
why not join your local National Women’s Register (NWR). There are over 
300 groups in the UK. If your local group does not meet at a convenient 

time there might be another one nearby that is suitable, or just join as a national online 
member. 
Chineham and Old Basing NWR hold their meetings at 2pm on the first Monday of the 
month. Our style is informal and relaxed. We have about 20 members but usually only half 
that at each meeting, so we meet in each other’s homes. We have a monthly lunch trying 
out local venues on different days. Some meet at 8pm on the fourth Thursday to discuss 
a chosen book.
In June we discussed how the order of our birth influenced our personalities. We had a 
mix of first born, middles and last child, and had a lively discussion. To celebrate 44 years 
since the formation of our local group in June we had afternoon tea in Riseley Tea Rooms. 
On Monday, 3rd July, we are looking at the origins of old sayings, and discussing which 
have credibility. A leisurely walk around the perimeter of the Silchester Roman Walls, 
including the amphitheatre and the 12th-century church, will take place on Wednesday, 
12th July. This is part of the annual NWR National Walk and will be followed by lunch at 
the Calleva Arms in Silchester.
New Members are very welcome. For more information look at the website nwr.org.
uk or contact our Local Organiser: Dusty Brough, tel: 01256 357276, or you can email 
dmbc861@gmail.com

Sandie Tapping
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THE IVY CLUB

The coach is fully booked for our trip to Swanage on Tuesday, 11th July, with both 
members and guests. We are are now looking at a trip in August navigating the waterways 
on the John Pinkerton.
The jigsaw exchange programme we have stopped for the summer, but still have a healthy 
reading fraternity so books will be on sale a 50p each every two weeks (non-bingo weeks).
We meet every Wednesday at the Royal British Legion (Jack Morris) Hall from 1.30 
until 4pm. Come and join our many activities, you are assured of a warm welcome and a 
cuppa. The £2 entrance covers refreshments and a raffle. Be seeing you.

Sue Wilson (Chairman)

BASINGTOKE U3A

The Basingstoke U3A can offer varied activities. Our ballroom dancing 
group meets every Friday afternoon if you’d like to join in. All abilities 
are welcome and the classes are very relaxed and sociable.
Plenty of excursions and holidays to enjoy with us too. Members of 

our excursions’ group recently had a lovely visit to Hughenden Manor. On a sunny day, 
in beautiful scenery, they learnt about its history and the Disraeli family, with Gladstone 
dropping in as well. Then a lunch in it's café before a stop at Marlow. Others are off to St 
Albans next to enjoy its cathedral, park and town buildings, and at the time of writing there 
were a few places left for a trip to the Isle of Wight as well.
And maybe Ukelele! On a different note, if you can play a few chords on a ukulele we were 
hoping there would be a group to join at the end of June. 
Other new groups are cribbage, clay pigeon shooting and members on motorbikes.  If 
you’re retired or semi-retired, don’t forget we have around over 80 different activities for 
one membership fee. It’s £25 for the rest of our membership year to September – why 
not give us a try!
For details go to www.basingstokeu3a.org or tel. 07787 520281 or email 
basingstokeu3aenquiries@gmail.com

BASINGTOKE CONCERT BAND

Make a date with Basingstoke Concert Band for a Proms Concert on Saturday, 23rd 
September, from 7 to 9pm, at Sherfield Park Community Centre (RG27 0FP). Tickets 
available now: £10 (under 16s free) from Group members; Sherfield Park Community Hall 
on the night; or visit www.ticketlab.co.uk/event/id/17026/#/ 
It is a musical celebration that is like no other culminating in the traditional British patriotic 
pieces 'Rule Britannia', 'Jerusalem' and 'Auld Lang Syne'. With flags in abundance, come 
and join in the PROMS celebrations. Bar is available. 
Later in the year the band's traditional Annual Christmas Concert takes place at Christ 
Church, Reading Road, Chineham, RG24 8LT, on Sunday, 10th December, between 
3.00 and 5.15pm. Tickets £10 (under 16s free) unless purchased early when the cost is 
£8. This special festive concert has become a firm favourite over the years and 2023 will 
be no exception.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISMENTS

We ask for submissions to the magazine and website to be made via www.basinga.org.uk using the 
web forms:
Selection for Articles/Letters and Diary Dates will be found on the “Submissions” drop down and 
for Free Ads and Concession/Poster Ads on the “Advertise with us” drop down. Paid advertising 
enquiries can also be made from the same dropdown menu.
Submissions made via the forms now provide a common input for both the magazine and website 
and are automatically routed to the member of the team responsible for processing them. All 
submissions must be received by the 10th of the month (6th in December) previous to the magazine 
issue month.
If you have trouble finding the forms, you can of course contact us and we will advise.
Our Privacy Policy is available to read on the website which includes the GDPR requirements for 
publishing photographs.
Contacts for general enquiries and assistance: 
Paid Advertising - advertising@basinga.org.uk 
Magazine and Website - editor@basinga.org.uk 
All Advertisements in the magazine and website are inserted in good faith and the Basinga 
Management Committee accepts no responsibility for any statement, omission or errors made 
by the advertisers; nor endorses the products or services advertised. The views and opinions 
expressed in the Basinga are those of the organisations, individuals and authors concerned and 
not necessarily those of the Basinga Management Committee.

ADVERTISE IN THE BASINGA

For Contract, Classified and Leaflet Distribution
 Contact advertising@basinga.org.uk 

ADVERTISERS NEWS

Welcome to No Stress Mathematics Coaching above and Callie Carer/Companion on page 29

WANTED – DOMESTIC CLEANER

2 hours per week – £20.00 per hour 
Lychpit Area

Please call Linda 07711 342 041

NO STRESS MATHEMATICS 
COACHING

Tuition for A Level and GCSE mathematics 
in a friendly, relaxed, stress free way from an 
exceptionally experienced qualified teacher.

I have many years of teaching in 
comprehensive schools, 6th Form Colleges,  

and private tuition. 20 years as head of 
mathematics department, with a proven record 

of success.
I can be contacted at;  

nostressmaths16@gmail.com



16

FREE ADS – BUY AND SELL

Note: All ads are processed in received date order. Ads not included this month will 
be entered in the next issue, space permitting. If you do not want your ad to appear 
later, contact the Advertising Manager (see page 42 for contact details). Ads also 
appear on the website: www.basinga.org.uk (with photographs if available)

MOBILITY SCOOTER		  £800	 07860212107
Used Kymco Agilit, all terrain mobility scooter. Road registered, free tax, colour brown

LADIES BIKE		  £150	 01256468351
Dawes ladies hybrid bike. 17” frame. Excellent condition. Recently serviced

CONCESSION ADVERTS

PLOUGHMAN’S LUNCH
Ploughman's Lunch in the Parish Room, St Mary's Church, on Thursday, 20th July, 
at 12.25 pm. Book in advance (tel. 07946 596778) as numbers are limited. Dates for 
Ploughman’s Lunch for the rest of this year are: Thursdays, no lunch in August; 21st 
September; 19th October; 16th November; and 21st December.

OLD BASING AND LYCHPIT GOOD NEIGHBOURS
Old Basing and Lychpit Good Neighbours are here to help. Do you need transport to an 
appointment or just a friendly face to have a cup of tea and a chat with? Tel. 0333 0440116.

CITIZENS ADVICE BASINGTOKE

Citizens Advice Basingstoke, based in Festival Place Shopping Centre, is seeking to 
recruit more local people to join the team as Volunteer Advisers and Trustees of the Board. 
A team of trained advisers at the charity give free and impartial advice in person, by phone 
and online, offering a friendly listening ear to those unexpectedly finding themselves in 
challenging situations, such as becoming at risk of losing their home, unable to keep warm, 
or struggling to put food on the table. Advisers help vulnerable people to resolve their 
problems, whatever their query involves, helping them to move forward and make a real 
difference to their lives. 
Last year, almost £1.7 million was gained by clients as a result of advice provided by 
advisers, with 12,492 residents benefitting from the charity’s projects and services. The 
charity is also delighted to be one of the Mayor of Basingstoke’s chosen charities for 
2023/24 (see page 17).
If you would like to join Citizens Advice Basingstoke please do get in touch. For 
more information on becoming a Volunteer Adviser please email trainingadmin@
basingstokecab.org.uk
To find out more about becoming a Trustee then please do take a look at our website 
www.basingstokeandtadleycab.org.uk/citizens-advice-basingstoke or you can email 
clerical@basingstokecabnet.org.uk
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WELCOME FROM THE MAYOR OF BASINGSTOKE AND DEANE

THE MAYOR OF BASINGSTOKE AND DEANE, CLLR DAVID LEEKS (2023/24):
I feel very privileged to have been elected, following a Mayor Making ceremony at the Civic 
Offices on Thursday, 11th May, as the first Mayor of Basingstoke and Deane during the 
reign of His Majesty King Charles III in his Coronation year and as the 45th Mayor since 
the establishment of our borough. As first citizen I am here to dedicate my term in office to 
the residents of this borough.
Having served previously as Mayor in 2011 and as a councillor for the Tadley area 
since 1995, I will represent the borough at events during this landmark Coronation year 
supported my wife and Mayoress, Amanda. The focus for the mayoral year will be on 
community volunteering. Both the Mayoress and I have a long history of volunteering 
and have seen first-hand the benefits it can bring to the individual, the charity and the 
community, particularly those who need extra support.
MAYOR’S CHARITY APPEAL 2023/24
During the year I will be supporting three local good causes: Shopmobility Basingstoke, 
Citizens Advice Basingstoke and Citizens Advice Tadley. I have been involved with 
Shopmobility Basingstoke for many years as a volunteer. The charity supports people with 
restricted mobility, whether temporary or otherwise. It hires out mobility aids to improve 
access around the town centre and local facilities. Citizens Advice Basingstoke and 
Citizens Advice Tadley are local charities providing free, life-changing advice to vulnerable 
people, who may be at risk of losing their homes, unable to keep warm or struggling to 
provide food for their families.
The Deputy Mayor for Basingstoke and Deane during 2023/24 is Cllr Dan Putty and his 
consort is Marie-Noelle Marion-Stephen.

Cllr David Leeks – The Mayor of Basingstoke and Deane (2023/24)

NEW LIME PITS PLAY AREA

The new play area at the Lime Pits in Old Basing is now open for families to enjoy.  A new 
30-metre zip wire, a decked slide, a tractor multi-play unit and a challenging agility trail are 
among the new pieces of equipment that have been installed as part of Basingstoke and 
Deane Borough Council’s play refurbishment programme. 
Work to rejuvenate the popular play space, which now includes zoned areas for toddlers 
and pre-school aged children, juniors and teenagers, began early in the spring ready for 
families to enjoy in the warmer weather. In addition to the new play area, families can also 
walk, picnic and enjoy the rich wildlife in the Lime Pits. 
Cabinet Member for Residents’ Services and Housing Cllr Laura James said: “Our play 
areas and open spaces are really valued by residents in the borough, providing free, 
outdoor fun for families. We want to breathe new life into more of the borough’s play areas 
repairing, restoring and revitalising these spaces where they have become tired, damaged 
or outdated over time. We hope that the new play equipment at the Lime Pits will provide 
children of varying ages and abilities with a challenging and fun play area which will be 
much-loved and enjoyed.” 
For more information visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/lime-pits-play-area-refurbishment
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VILLAGE CAFÉ

Here we are in summer, I love long summer days and evenings, glass of Pimms in hand, 
eating outside and just enjoying the weather, let’s hope we have a lovely, warm summer!
Earlier in May, the Café had a Coronation-themed café (see photo below) which included a 
glass of Prosecco for our customers, what a great way to kick off the long weekend.
During the month of June, the Café supported St Mary’s Church Festival, 'All Things Bright 
and Beautiful' by making our bakes under the same theme and we also had an afternoon 
tea visit from the lovely ladies of the WI, always a pleasure to host them.
As you know, the Café is volunteer-run, and we have welcomed a few new members to our 
existing team recently, thank you ladies for joining us. We are always pleased to welcome 
new volunteers so if you would like to join our team, do get in touch.
All profits made by the Café are used to support local projects, in the past we have raised 
funds for two automated external defibrillators, made donations to both the Infant and 
Junior Schools, provided afternoon tea for the Ivy Club members, and have recently made 
a donation to the Village Hall Nursery. 

We now have a new fund-raising target and are supporting St Michael's Hospice. Our 
aim is to raise money to purchase a piece of equipment they desperately need, a syringe 
driver. This is a battery powered pump which delivers a steady steam of medication via a 
small plastic tube placed under the skin to those patients who need it to provide pain relief 
and other medications. We hope you will support us in raising funds for such a worthwhile 
cause, and we will keep you updated on our progress.
The Café will close its doors for the summer on Friday, 21st July, and reopen in 
September. This gives our bakers and baristas a well earned rest but we will look forward 
to reopening with our usual selection of delicious bakes and welcoming you all back.
We hope you all have a fabulous summer, that the weather is glorious and you enjoy 
spending time with family and friends. See you in September.

Deborah Thorne
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SOUNDS OF HOPE SINGERS

The Sounds of Hope Singers was formed during 2013, with the aim of  sharing the 
Hope of the Christian message through music and song in and around the Basingstoke 
area. We are a mixed voice choir and enjoy singing both traditional and contemporary 
music together, supporting the local Christian community with outreach. Most of the choir 
members are from various churches in Basingstoke, with differing musical abilities, but with 
one thing in common, the love of singing and, through that, sharing the gospel message. 
Since we began, we have visited many care homes in the area, where we have been well 
received. We have visited HM Prison Coldingley, took part in the Basingstoke Mayor Civic 
Service and the Eastdrop LIVE music festival. 
We have held a number of events, the next one being this Christmas. We are currently 
looking to invite others to come along and join us for this Christmas event. We are also 
forming an orchestra to support the event, so whether you are a singer or an instrumentalist, 
this may be of interest to you. The ability to read music, as a singer, is not essential, but 
helpful, as we have audio tracks available to assist in learning the parts, and others singers 
around you to support you. If you love to sing or play an instrument say at Grade 5 or 
above, please do get in touch with us for more information and or to register your interest. 
We would also love to develop a support team, that could assist in the running of the choir, 
publicity, refreshments, setting up events, welcoming team etc. 

Peter Saint (Musical Director Sounds of Hope Singers)
Email: pbsaint@btinternet.com   FaceBook.com/SoundsofHopeSingers

ROTARY SHOEBOX APPEAL

Christmas is a long way off! It’s not too soon to think about the Rotary 
Shoebox Appeal. It is surprising but there are still many children who 
live in poverty and rarely get presents even at Christmas. For many 
years Rotary’s Shoebox scheme has given a little happiness to some 
of these children, with your help we can spread that happiness.  
For Rotary to plan ahead we need to let you know what can be put in 

the shoeboxes and you can start collecting items. Ideas of what you can put in your box are 
for: Playing (ball, skipping rope, small games, cards, dominoes, harmonicas/recorders, 
cars, small toys, cuddly toy); Washing (soap, toothbrush, flannel, sponge); Writing  (pens, 
pencils, sharpener, notebook, colouring book, puzzle book);  Wearing (hat, gloves, scarf, 
socks, hair accessories, jewellery). Items need to be new or in good/as new condition.
PLEASE NO – liquids, war toys or books, batteries operated items, sharp items, broken 
items, food or sweets, large toys, clothes or shoes, nothing religious, political or racial.Collect 
for either Boys or Girls, ages 1 to 3; 4 to 7;  8 to 11; 12 to 15. Get your workplace, church, 
club, your school, Scout, Cub, Brownie and Guide groups, your children, grandchildren or 
just you involved, start planning now. We will ask for a financial contribution for each box 
for ever increasing transport cost. 
In 2022 our Rotary District including parts of Hampshire & Dorset, Wessex Rotary,  collected 
18,224 shoeboxes of which of which Basingstoke Deane Rotary contributed a very credible 
nearly 600 boxes. Please help us this year to increase the number of boxes we send in 
2023. To get your boxes and for more information, please check out our Facebook page: 
@RotaryBasingstokeDeane 
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THANK YOU AND FAREWELL  

Dear Friends,

At the end of August I will no longer be the Methodist Minister at Old Basing.

The Revd. Claire Simpson will be Minister of all the Methodist people and churches in 
Basingstoke. 

My own role will be in a supportive capacity of another new Minister among us who will be 
serving in Woodley and Caversham in Reading (the area in which I live).

It has been a privilege to write articles for the Basinga, a beautifully produced and interesting 
local magazine with its fine photos adorning each month’s front cover.

There will be many things I will miss about serving in 
the village:

The attractiveness of the village itself;

The Methodist people – dedicated, loving people, eager 
to serve their community and caring for one another 
at depth;

The relationship with the people of St Mary’s and 
especially with the Rector, Revd Jo Mulliner;

The delight of leading assemblies at St Mary’s Junior 
School.

I am sure that exciting and purposeful days lie ahead for the village, its Church communities, 
its schools and widely ranging activities.

Thank you for the privilege of being among you.

I wish you well, 

With love, 

Reverend David Jenkins
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ST MARY'S CHURCH

REGULAR SERVICES
Sunday		 8am  		  BCP Communion 
		  9.30am 		 Sung Eucharist
Monday 	 8.45am		  Morning Prayer
Wednesday 	 10am 		  Holy Communion
Thursday	 8.45am		  Morning Prayer
Friday 		  8.45am		  Morning Prayer
All are welcome to join us – please just come along
If you’d like to join the 9.30am Sunday service from home, you can do so via St Mary’s 
Facebook page. Up-to-date details of all services are available on the St Mary’s website 
www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk 
ECO CHURCH
Eco Church is an award scheme for churches who take the environment seriously and 
we’re pleased to say that St Mary’s has now gained bronze status. Churches gain their 
award based on working through five key areas of church life – worship and teaching; 
management of church buildings; management of church land; community and global 
engagement; and lifestyle.  We’re now working hard towards achieving silver and ultimately 
gold status! If you’d like to know more please get in touch.
NEW COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARDS
If you have walked through St Mary’s Churchyard recently you may have spotted that 
we have some new noticeboards. These have been funded from grants from Hampshire 
County Council and Old Basing Parish Council for which we are most grateful and are to 
promote community events. If you’d like to display a poster on the boards please do get in 
touch with Debbie, St Mary’s Administrator – tel. 07541 698235.
FLOWERS IN THE CHURCH
At St Mary’s we are very fortunate to have a team of flower arrangers who enhance the 
beauty of the church with their arrangements. If you’d like to donate towards the cost of 
an arrangement in memory of a loved one get in touch with Debbie – tel. 07541 698235.
BASINGSTOKE FOODBANK
A huge thank you to everyone who is supporting the Foodbank at this time. The Foodbank 
always experiences increased demand over the summer. A reminder that we have a 
collection point outside the church or please drop items off to the Co-op on Linden Avenue 
or Tesco at Chineham. For a list of items that are in particular short supply please visit 
www.basingstoke.foodbank.org.uk
WEDDINGS AND BAPTISMS AT ST MARY’S
Did you know that if you live in the parish of Old Basing and Lychpit, or have a strong link 
to the parish (what we call a 'qualifying connection') you may be able to marry at St Mary’s. 
Please do get in touch if you’d like to explore the possibility of having your wedding at St 
Mary’s. We also welcome all baptism enquiries.
PASTORAL SUPPORT
If you would like pastoral support please contact Revd. Jo – tel. 01256 363612 or email: 
vicar@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk or contact Debbie – tel. 07541 698235.

continued page 24
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continued from page 24
HALL FOR HIRE
The Parish Room at St Mary’s Church, including the kitchen, is available for hire. There 
is availability for both regular bookings and one-off bookings. All enquiries to Debbie – tel. 
07541 698235.
WEEKLY BULLETIN
Every week we send out a bulletin with information about what is happening at the church. 
If you’d like to be added to our distribution list please contact Debbie – tel. 07541 698235. 
We are also able to hand deliver bulletins to those without internet access.

CHURCHYARD CONSERVATION GROUP (PIOCC)

This month’s working parties will be on Saturday, 1st July, at 10am, and 
Thursday, 27th July, at 2pm – meet by the PIOCC noticeboard at the 
entrance to the Conservation Area. We will continue the summer season 
maintenance to encourage the wild flowers and associated wildlife. All are 
very welcome, both our regular volunteers and new participants. We are a 

community project, not just for churchgoers  Our volunteers make a real difference. You will 
be warmly welcomed. Just turn up in gardening clothes and bring gloves. The tools are 
provided. Our Saturday morning sessions last about three hours (with a coffee break 
and chance to relax) and our Thursday afternoons about two hours.
We hope you enjoyed St Mary’s Church Summer Festival last month and visited our 
Conservation Area for the fun there too. The spring flowers have now given way to blue 
Meadow Cranesbill, lilac coloured Field Scabious and purple heads of Common Knapweed 
flowers. Hopefully you will find butterflies as well. Meadow Browns and Ringlets in the 
more open Central Glade while Speckled Woods prefer the woodland through which they 
flit on sunny days. Swifts may soar overhead catching insects as they feed up before they 
depart next month. Why not come and see what you can find? The Conservation Area is a 
community space for all to enjoy. The WI seat is a lovely peaceful spot from which to enjoy 
a quiet moment within our busy parish. Everyone is welcome to enjoy this area. For further 
information please ring Fay Farrant on 01256 476863.

Margaret Carr – www.stmarysoldbasing.org

BASINGSTOKE CIVIL SERVICE RETIREMENT FELLOWSHIP

Tony Brazier, the Secretary, confirmed that On Thursday, 10th 
August, there is a trip on the Kennet & Avon Canal. To book 
contact Tony on 07715 640171. 
Our speaker for Wednesday, 5th July, is Marie Bowes from 
the Cinnamon Trust, the National Charity for older people, the 

terminally ill and their pets. The speaker for Wednesday, 2nd August, is Steve Harra on 
Sweeney Todd, Romance, Riches and Retribution.
The group meets on the first Wednesday of each month at the BrookVale Village Hall 
from 10am to noon, and all retired Civil Servants, their relatives and friends are welcome.  
Further details about the group and information about our meetings and trips can be 
obtained by contacting csrfbasingstoke@gmail.com

Tony Brazier (Group Secretary)
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OLD BASING SCOUTS & GUIDES

Firstly, I must apologise for the radio silence. For those of you who know me 
well I can try to suggest that I have had nothing to say but you would call me 
out on that point. For the vast majority who might read beyond this poor start 
I will simply offer to explain when you catch me.
It is just shy of a year since my last report and I confess that not much has 

changed at our hall and grounds on Milkingpen Lane. The greatest challenge is that we 
need to write a few successful bids for the large grants and so far each of those that we 
have chosen to write have failed to pass muster. There are many opportunities that we are 
eligible to apply for and we have a strong case to make but unless we apply to all of them 
we are unlikely to raise the money that we need for our new hall.  It is a numbers game and 
there simply are too few of us writing applications for funding. If you know of anyone who 
would be happy to help us with writing those applications we would be delighted to hear 
from them on our email account fundraising4newhut@gmail.com
I am pleased to say that we are going to start some work at our site over the next few 
months and we hope to engage contractors to start with the foundations for our hall so that 
the value of cash raised does not depreciate in the bank. We remain adamant that we will 
build the new hall but unless construction starts we risk losing out on the progress we have 
made again. We have also continued to make improvements to the field and hope to have 
more news about progress and future events for you to enjoy with your family and friends.
Andy Molloy (Trustee for Old Basing Scouts & Guides Hall)  Twitter: @oldbasingtweets

THE MILL FIELD CONSERVATION GROUP

Regular users of The Mill Field will have noticed that some further 
sleepers have been laid and pegged in by four of our finest volunteers, 
thanks folks. There are more to be laid but this will have to wait as the 
ground has gone from waterlogged to bone dry in two weeks.

Our eagle-eyed site recorder Jim Andrews has made an exciting discovery of a rare fern 
on the reserve – its an Adder’s-Tongue Fern and is important as its an indicator of ancient 
meadows and is unusual for this part of Hampshire. The plants were found as a result of 
our work clearing scrub over the past few months, which is a key part of our management 
plan. We will be restarting this clearance in October and welcome anyone who would like 
to help the plants see the light again!
July is a vibrant month for the wildlife in the field; Parent Goldfinch will be carrying food 
back to feed their young in the nest and Whitethroats will be stalking around the scrub. 
During the day the stream is a popular spot for Swallows and House Martins swooping in 
on flying insects whilst visitors later in the evening will see an increase in the number of 
bats on the wing. Our butterflies and moths are emerging on sunny days so look out for 
daytime moths such as the Silver Y and the Burnet, distinctive for its red spots on black 
wings. Those looking for plants in July will find the Bee and Common Spot orchids, as well 
as the flowering of the towering Woolly Thistle. 
Check out our Facebook page for photos.

Email: millfieldnature@gmail.com                        
Facebook: Mill Field Conservation Group
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F.O.O.B.S. TRAIL AND FUN RUNS

F.O.O.B.S. Trail and Fun Runs is back in the calendar (Sunday, 8th October, at Old 
Basing and Lychpit Recreation Ground), and we are delighted to announce that 
registration is now open! 
As per previous years, the event will consist of three runs of differing distances. We 
have 10-Kilometre and 6-Kilometre Trail Runs for adults and older children, and a 
2-Kilometre Fun Run for the younger ones (please see the minimum age requirements 
on entry page).

The majority of the route is off-road routes with varied terrain. For those who took part in 
the event last year you will be pleased to hear the bridge is back open so no more detours 
and extra kilometres! Finishers will receive a high quality sustainable medal and there 
will be treats at the finish line for all. Prizes will be handed out for 1st-, 2nd- and 3rd-
placed man and woman in both races. Whether you are a regular runner, a fun runner 
or perhaps you've just got back into running and would like to try something different then 
please do join us. Cakes, hot and cold drinks, plus a BBQ will be available. The Recreation 
Ground also has a playground to keep younger children entertained between races.
The 10 Kilometres will set off at 10:30am with 6 Kilometres shortly afterwards, while 
the 6-Kilometre race (by age group) will start at 12.30pm. Unfortunately no dogs allowed 
on the Recreation Ground or on the route.
Entry fees: 10-Kilometre Trail – £20; 6-Kilometre Trail – £15; 2-Kilometre Fun Run 
(child only) – £5; 2-Kilometre Fun Run (accompanying adult) – £2.50. Register 
online at www.foobs.weebly.com and if you have any questions, please contact the run 
committee at foobsfunrun@gmail.com
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LINGUATASTIC LANGUAGE SCHOOL

Last month, we had a 16-year old student over from 
Germany gaining some work experience at Linguatastic. 
Over the years, we’ve had several students come and 
spend time with us from different countries including 

France, Mexico and Germany. It’s a wonderful experience for them and for the children and 
adults learning at Linguatastic. A real-life example of languages in practice, it provides all 
those involved the chance to really learn more about other cultures and languages.  
One thing that adults who meet our work experience students are often surprised about 
is how incredible their English is. They show how prioritizing language learning and 
implementing it from a young age can create confident communicators.  In many countries, 
English isn’t just a subject one learns, but it’s the language in which one learns other 
subjects. So for example, it’s not all that uncommon for youngsters to have lessons such 
as geography in English!  It’s difficult to imagine something similar being offered in a state 
school in England.  
Admittedly, it’s often easier to learn English in other countries, than it is another language 
in England. The reality is, even when abroad, English is everywhere you look, in adverts, 
in music, in films at the cinema, the list goes on. Although in England, we are starting to 
explore foreign films and series a bit more than we did in the past, it’s not like there’s a 
single, predominant other language that we are regularly exposed to, so we don’t have 
as much opportunity to subconsciously absorb new words and become familiar with 
grammatical structures. In Basingstoke though, there is Linguatastic and we offer children 
as young as 18 months, exposure to other languages and the opportunity to learn through 
osmosis. We’ve been doing this for over 35 years now and we’ve seen how wonderfully it 
works!

BASINGA ADVERTISERS

The Basinga magazine is distributed free of charge to over three thousand households and 
premises in the Old Basing and Lychpit area. The magazine is produced and distributed 
by teams of volunteers. While our printing costs are covered by paid adverts from local 
businesses, without the income from adverts we would not be able to function and our 
readership's support for our advertisers is crucial in maintaining this magazine. 
When you are looking for a plumber, electrician, roofer, builder or anyone/anything else, 
please look in the Basinga first. Our advertisers are well-established and most of them 
have been with us for a long time, reliable and would welcome your custom. 
Our website www.basinga.org.uk has a list of our advertisers, either alphabetically or 
by page; from the home page choose 'OUR ADVERTISERS' and then 'OUR CONTRACT 
ADS'.
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HAMPSHIRE AND ISLE OF WIGHT WILDLIFE TRUST

TOP TIPS FOR A SUSTAINABLE SUMMER FROM THE HAMPSHIRE AND ISLE OF 
WIGHT WILDLIFE TRUST  

From barbecues to ball games, every outdoor summer activity can impact the environment 
in some way. Here are some easy ways from the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust 
to help you, help nature this summer.   
USING REUSABLE OR RECYCLABLE PLATES AND CUTLERY  

Everyone loves a good picnic or barbecue – 
little brings more joy than a delicious meal 
accompanied by the sounds and sights of 
nature. Disposable plates and cutlery are an 
attractive option compared to lugging your 
entire dinner set to your desired dining spot. 
However, these items are often designed for 
single usage, a fact which does not do the 
environment justice given the contribution of 
trees and fossil fuels to their manufacture. 

Instead, try using reusable, lightweight alternatives such as travel-friendly cutlery and 
bamboo plates. These last much longer than their disposable counterparts, meaning you 
save money and the environment! Photo (above) @John Hawkins, Surrey Hills Photography.
ECO-FRIENDLY COOKING 
Whether big or small, barbecues are what make summer great. However, some outdoor 
cooking methods can release harmful pollutants into the fresh surrounding air and damage 
nearby wildlife. Charcoal, though seemingly a natural and sustainable fuel for barbecues, 
is often made from hardwood of tropical rainforests which are already vanishing at an 
alarming rate. The solution? British lumpwood charcoal from sustainable sources such as 
coppiced trees or managed forests.  
REDUCE YOUR ELECTRICITY CONSUMPTION  
Summer days are brighter, hence we can use less electricity for lighting. Not only will 
this reduce our reliance on unsustainable fossil fuels, you can also save a great deal on 
your energy bills! You can also save energy by opening windows to ventilate your house 
or workplace instead of blasting the air conditioners at full power. Window shutters or 
blinds also help block strong sunbeams from blazing through windows and intensifying the 
summer heat. 
DITCH THE CAR 
With summer comes sunshine. This means that travelling between places offers the perfect 
opportunity to get some vitamin D and much-needed fresh air by walking or cycling. It’s 
been proven that exercise and being outside can both boost physical and mental wellbeing. 
On top of that, walking and cycling are safer for wildlife and have a much less detrimental 
effect on the environment than cars. 
There’s a plethora of simple actions we can take to reduce our impact on the environment. 
While reducing waste production and saving energy are important throughout the year, our 
connection with nature through summer walks, seaside visits, or evenings lounging in the 
garden is particularly evident during summer, strengthening the motivation to do everything 
we can to protect the irreplaceable beauty of nature. 

Helen​ Skelton‑Smith (Communications Officer ‑ Publications and Media)
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OLD BASING ROYAL BRTISH LEGION

BRANCH MONTHLY MEETING
Branch Monthly Meeting on Thursday, 6th July, from 8 to 9pm, in the Jack Morris Hall.  
All members of Old Basing Royal British Legion Club and Branch are invited to attend.

OLD BASING ROYAL BRITISH LEGION – WOMEN’S SECTION
The Old Basing Royal British Legion – Women’s Section has a General Meeting on  
Thursday, 27th July,  at 7.30pm, in the Jack Morris Hall. Meeting  followed by a summer 
party (bring a plate of nibbles).  Competition:  ' A Paperweight'. All welcome.

POPPY APPEAL
The Poppy Appeal in Old Basing and Hook has raised £27,054.13 so far, 
thank you everyone who has made this possible. In preparation for this year’s 
Poppy Appeal and Remembrance I am organising the Wreaths and wooden 
tributes earlier. The main Wreath has over 3,000 regimental emblems and 
includes other organisations available so that you can pay tribute to a loved 

one. Wooden tributes with emblems are also available, please contact me so I can check 
availability.Other Wreaths and wooden tributes are available. For all enquiries, call me on 
0777 2883964 or email tim.russell1888@gmail.com 	

Tim Russell (Poppy Appeal Organiser)

ODIHAM COTTAGE HOSPITAL

July marks the 25th anniversary of the Cottage Hospital’s return to 
community ownership. Our evolution from 12 inpatient beds to now 
providing a wide range of health and social care services both at 
OCH and in the community, is one of which we are justifiably proud. 

We are most excited to welcome Mustard Seed Autism Trust to OCH this month, in a 
newly refurbished therapy suite of rooms.  MSAT are a local charity providing therapy and 
support to autistic children, their parents and siblings and further details of their services 
can be obtained from their website.
Meanwhile our Befriending volunteers continue to support local residents, isolated by 
virtue of a long-term medical condition. Volunteers are given full training and support, and 
make a real difference to those in need.  If you are interested in finding out more about this 
service, please contact Una Tilt, Befriending Manager, tel. 01256 393609.
Other services at OCH include specialist nurse clinics, steady and strong classes, footcare 
clinic and counselling services, most offered free of charge by Hart Voluntary Action.
In the community we are supporting community nursing, via the local GP surgeries and 
St Michael’s Hospice palliative care team. We also support a weekly Homestart group for 
young families and canine assisted learning therapy in local schools.
All of this work is made possible through the loyal support of the local community – 
particularly at our shops in Odiham, Hartley Wintney and Old Basing.  If you would like to 
find out more about our services, please come to our AGM on Tuesday, 25th July, at the 
Baker Hall in Odiham. There will be a brief presentation by Mustard Seed Autism Trust 
and refreshments served.  All are welcome. 
Ginny East (Manager)  ginnyeast@odihamcottagehospital.org.uk  Tel. 01256 393600
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JULY IN YOUR GARDEN
July, the high-summer growing month. A time, though, to begin to think about slowing the 
sowing and reap the benefits of earlier work. After a wet and cold start to May which has 
been the worst since 1981 then June seeing a combination of wind and heat which just 
drives off moisture from the ground gardeners everywhere are hoping July will settle down, 
not have to water too much, and allow us all to enjoy our outside spaces. 
Should we start thinking earlier about saving water and just letting the lawns go? Lawns 
are especially good at bouncing back from what looks like dead earth. This is what we can 
start doing to help. Cover your soil with a blanket of organic material or dig in as much as 
possible. This will help moderate soil temperature, prevent runoff and evaporation also 
hold moisture in the for longer periods between waterings. Rethink your watering schedule 
on hot days and only water in early mornings and evenings. Watering on a hot day will 
not give the plants the drink they really need. Less frequent, deeper waterings are more 
effective for most plants than frequent, shallow waterings. Plant roots will grow stronger 
and healthier and you will not need to water as often. To check whether it is time to water 
dig down a few inches – if dry then give the roots a good soaking. Invest in more water 
butts if you can, there are some good-looking ones on the market now and make them a 
feature of your outdoor space.
The long hours we spend relaxing in the greenery must not let us forget that a few 
gardening tasks are needed to keep enhancing this pleasurable pastime. Jobs to do are 
dead heading to encourage more flowers, pick out bean tops to encourage pod formation 
and hoe weeds to make sure your watering goes to the plants you want. Handy tip – hoeing 
weeds in dry weather will prevent the roots from growing. Feed plants where necessary, 
especially pot-grown fruit and make sure your house plants are looked after too! Feeding 
plants helps them to better handle pests and diseases. 
There will still be time for crops such as French beans, radish, beets, salad leaves and 
carrots to grow even if earlier attempts were unsuccessful. You do not have to have garden 
space for some of these – big pots work too! Gooseberries, red and black currants are 
usually harvested by now and it is a good time to get the bushes trimmed and shaped 
ready for next year. 
Pests will be in abundance and, unfortunately, the Box moth caterpillar is back. It is difficult 
to pick them all off and again its up to you what you do but be vigilant as it can decimate 
the plant. 
All this said July is there to be enjoyed and sitting out in your garden or open space is a 
must. Use this time to reflect on your successes and failures but more than ever just revel 
in one of the best months of the year.

Alan Caswell

OLD BASING ALLOTMENT AND GARDEN SOCIETY (OBAGS)

The Old Basing Allotment and Garden Society (OBAGS) Trading Hut at the allotments 
at Riley Lane (opposite the Bolton Arms) will be opening on Sundays, 9th and 23rd July 
from 10.30am to noon for your gardening sundries.  All are welcome.
Visit the OBAGS website www.obags.uk for more information.
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NATURE NOTES FOR JULY
Now that was a bit more like it!  A high pressure settled over the UK through the last 
week of May and well into June resulting in a decent influx of Swallows, Swifts and House 
Martins. Whilst certainly not in the numbers there were a decade ago, at least parts of 
the Old Basing sky* has that wonderful sight and sound of summer as these streamlined 
birds zip about, chasing insects to build up the reserves of energy they need to enable a 
successful breeding period. (Olivers Battery next to the rec)
Good news from Terry McAnish’s camera nest box as that all 10 Blue Tit chicks fledged, 
thanks in part to Terry’s parental instincts in keeping various predators like Magpies and 
cats well away from the area as the birds left their haven. Round of applause for that man.

Another potential menace to young birds, especially 
those that rely on tree holes and cavities for their 
safety, are Ring Necked Parakeets, a now common-
place bird in the parks and suburbs of south London but 
not so here. However, we do know the occasional one 
does put in an appearance, and Ann Price snapped 
this one hacking at her bird feeders early one evening 
this week, w/e 9th June (see photo, left).  Like the Red 
Kite, I'd imagine it’s only a matter of time before this 
now well-established UK resident does move here in 

numbers so be prepared for noisy squawking and colourful flashes. 
And talking of noisy squawks, the flippin’ young crows and rooks, brought into the gardens 
by their parents every morning about 430am just drive you mad don’t they? As if pigeons 
doing a tap dance on the roof wasn’t bad enough, the corvids are obviously taking the easy 
option of finding food for their ever-hungry children by plundering anything left from the 
feeders or perhaps barbeque left-overs on the lawn. Got to admire their resourcefulness 
though, if faced with feeding a herd of grandchildren then I’d probably be touching down 
at  McDonalds or Pizza Hut!
You might recall from last month, Viv Boynes night prowling fox who we nicknamed Freddie 
the Forager? Well, he’s been back and this time stayed a bit longer as he sampled the 
hedgehog food that is obviously not intended for him, although he doesn’t care of course.  
Another fox also visits Roddy Owen’s garden in Norton Ride in Lychpit, only here there’s a 
bit of a pecking order. Roddy feeds a stray cat during evening hours and that is often joined 
by a hedgehog who muscles in to get a share also. What’s happened recently is that a 
beautifully conditioned vixen then appears, and this clearly puts the wind up the other two 
who scarper, leaving Frederica to finish the bowl.
My good friend Jim Andrews normally has photos from around The Mill 
Field but recently took some leave in the Isle of Wight where various 
butterflies, plants and birds were seen and despite that not being particularly 
local, I really couldn’t resist including this shot of a Small Blue (see photo, 
right) that Jim framed perfectly.   
Don’t forget to send all your nature-related stories and photos to rickbourne@yahoo.com 
or naturenotes@basinga.org.uk  – for all your bird food requirements, order from me at 
‘Bird Drop-ins’, use the former email address or ring/text me on 07900 648675 to place an 
order or get a form.

Rick Bourne
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For details of services and events at St Mary’s Church please see page 23
DIARY DATES FOR JULY 2023

July
Sat 1 10.00am PIOCC Working Party (meet at PIOCC noticeboard)
Sun 2 2.00pm Sunflower Celebration (St Michael’s Hospice gardens)
Tue 4 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting (The Pavilion, Recreation Ground)
Wed 5 10.00am – noon Basingstoke Civil Service Retirement Fellowship 

(Brookvale Village Hall)
Thu 6 8.00am – 9.00pm RBL Branch Monthly Meeting (Jack Morris Hall, OBRBL)
Fri 7 2.00pm – 4.00pm Village Café (Parish Room, St Mary’s Church)
Mon 10 6.00pm DEADLINE FOR AUGUST COPY TO EDITOR (see p 3)
Wed 12 7.45pm Basingstoke & District Railway Society talk (Wote St Club)
Fri 14 2.00pm – 4.00pm Village Café (Parish Room, St Mary’s Church)

6.00pm The Tempest (Walled Garden Basing House)
Thu 21 12.25pm Ploughman’s Lunch (Parish Room, St Mary's Church)
Tue 25 Odiham Cottage Hospital (Baker Hall, Odiham)
Wed 26 7.45pm Basingstoke & District Railway Society talk (Wote St Club)
Thu 27 2.00pm PIOCC Working Party (meet at PIOCC noticeboard)

7.30pm Old Basing British Legion – Women’s Section Meeting
Thu 28 6.00pm Old Basing Tennis Club Social Evening (Riley Lane)
Aug
Tue 1 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting (The Pavilion, Recreation Ground)

7.30pm Old Basing WI Meeting (Parish Room, St Mary’s Church)
Wed 2 10.00am – noon Bas'toke Civil Service Retirement Fellowship (Brookvale)
Sun 27 11.00am – 4.00pm Late Summer Fair (Great Barn, Basing House)
Mon 28 11,00am – 4.00pm Late Summer Fair (Great Barn, Basing House)

OLD BASING TENNIS CLUB

Old Basing Tennis Club welcomes you to a social club evening on Thursday, 28th July, 
from 6pm, for anyone over the age of 14 to come along for a game of tennis and meet 
some members. Beginners through to advanced players are welcome.

Penny Luke
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Now open in Belle Vue Rd 
Old Basing.

Hairdressing for the whole 
family.

01256 357333
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   BASINGA 
EDITOR: Colin Follett, 101 The Street, Old Basing, RG24 7DA 01256 326909
LAYOUT ADVISOR AND ASSISTANT EDITOR: Lyn Caswell 07909 962141
ASSISTANT EDITOR: Trevor Short, 4 Belle Vue Road, Old Basing 01256 354549
SECRETARY: Graham Merry, 40 Linden Avenue, Old Basing, RG24 7HS 01256 463908
TREASURER: Andy Grove, 30 Pyotts Copse, Old Basing, RG24 8WE 07918 644187
ADVERTISING MANAGER: Lou Eddy, 66D The Street, RG24 7BY 07879 637899
DISTRIBUTION: 
Old Basing Area: Peter Watson, 19 Priory Gardens, Old Basing, RG24 7DS 01256 352299
Lychpit Area: Andrée McLean, 6 Pimpernel Way, Lychpit, RG24 8SS 01256 819006
WEBMASTER: Alan Morris, 29 Lingfield Close, Old Basing, RG24 7ED 01256 329417

   OLD BASING & LYCHPIT PARISH COUNCIL 
CLERK: Sandra Tuck 01256 462847
OFFICE AND HOURS: The Pavilion, The Recreation Ground
Monday to Thursday 10am to noon

   CHURCH INFORMATION FOR THE AREA

Church of England (Parish of Old Basing & Lychpit)
VICAR: Revd. Jo Mulliner    The Vicarage, Church Lane, Old Basing.                               01256 363612
                                             email: vicar@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk    
ADMINISTRATOR: Debbie Filer   email: admin@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk 07541 698235

Regular Services at St Mary’s Church, Old Basing 
SUNDAY: 8am Holy Communion; 9.30am Sung Eucharist and Junior Church
OTHER DAYS: Wednesday, 10am – Holy Communion; Monday, Thursday and 
Friday, 8.45am – Morning Prayer
Changes to the regular service pattern and other weekday services are shown
in the weekly news-sheet, a copy of which is displayed on the noticeboard in
the church porch

Old Basing Methodist Church
MINISTER: Rev'd David Jenkins 0118 3271592 

07973 195566
SUNDAY SERVICE: Morning Service 10.30am

Roman Catholic
PRIEST:  Fr. John Lee 01256 465214
St Bede’s Church, Popley Way, Basingstoke  
SUNDAY MASSES: 9am, 11am and 6pm

l

l

l
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