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MARCH COVER PHOTO, NOTES AND NEWS
 

The photograph on the front cover of February’s Basinga caused a flurry of complaints 
(see 'Letter To The Editor' on page 4 for one example). There were also comments on 
Facebook, some of complaint but interestingly some positive responses. Whilst I appreciate 
some readers’ concern at the photo’s content, we do rely on photos sent in by readers to 
feature on the front cover. 
This photo, provided by regular, much valued-contributor Terry McAnish, featured 
a Sparrowhawk, a truly beautiful bird. The ‘problem’ being for some was that it was 
photoraphed after it had preyed a pigeon. Many gardeners would delight at the sight of 
mottled wings of the Sparrowhawk flapping around their gardens, but as a bird of prey, to 
survive they rely on a diet of smaller birds. This is just another example of ‘Nature raw in 
tooth and claw’. 
I apologise to those that took offence to the photo. Rick Bourne, in 'Nature Notes'  (page 
37), gives his views. 
Well in complete contrast, the front cover photograph this month is of the charming rural 
scene of sheep in a field. The photo taken from Riley Lane, near the railway bridge, by 
Caroline Crawford. 

Colin Follett (Editor)

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE BASINGA

We welcome both regular and occasional items for the Basinga. The very last date for 
copy to the Editor for the April edition is 6pm on Friday, 10th March. Please use the 
forms on the Basinga website www.basinga.org.uk to get your dates, articles and letters 
to us (see box on page 15 for further instructions). 
All advertising enquiries – classified, free adverts or inserts (flyers) can also be made via 
the website. Don’t forget that we only accept articles with about a 300-word maximum 
and articles are only published at the Editor's discretion.

PHOTOS AND LOGOS FOR THE BASINGA

If any reader would like to offer a photograph of the village environment we would be 
happy to receive them, either for immediate use or to build up a portfolio of ‘village views’ 
that we can use. 
We now have a web form that you can use to send a photograph for the website archive 
and possible use in the magazine – go to www.basinga.org.uk and the form can be found 
on the 'Contributors Submission' menu. Should you wish to submit multiple photos, or a 
photo is too 'large', they can be emailed directly to the Editor. 
This feature should NOT be used for Free Ads or article photos, which can be attached to 
their own forms. We welcome club and society logos, with the option to use them within 
articles. Please send graphics to editor@basinga.org.uk
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
7th March, 2023

Dear Editor,
I am sure I am not alone in feeling like this but was quite upset with regards to the picture 
on the front of this month’s (February) Basinga. Whilst I appreciate that this is just 'part 
of nature' I feel it was unnecessary to show the body of the poor headless pigeon when 
the beauty of the bird of prey could have been easily captured by cropping the photo. 
Please bring back the beautiful landscapes, etc, that put a smile on peoples' faces when 
their Basinga comes through the letterbox as this edition certainly didn’t have that uplifting 
effect, many thanks.
Kind regards

Mrs Katie Wenlock
(See page 3 for Editor's response)

SAD NEWS

It is with regret that I have to report the recent deaths of three former Basinga Committee 
members. 
Peter Sibley was involved with the Basinga from the very beginning, nearly 50 years 
ago, when originally the Basinga was run by the church as the St Mary’s Parish Church 
Magazine. These were the days of the mechanical typewriter, wax stencils, hand folding 
and stapling. With the expansion of the parish it was decided that to continue to produce a 
free copy for every household, a dedicated team of people would be needed. To this end 
the church handed over the production to a group of church and non-church residents, 
properly constituted as the Basinga Management Committee, of which Peter was a founder 
member. Peter moved away from the Old Basing to Yorkshire a number of years ago but 
will will be remembered fondly by many in the village,
Another long-time servant to the Basinga cause was Irene Allaway, Editor of the Basinga 
from 1975 to 2014, who died on the 29th January. Irene was a person who simply loved 
Old Basing and the Basinga and threw herself into many areas of village life. (See page 
26 for her obituary). 
Finally, Ann Taylor, who served as Basinga Treasurer until 2018, who was actively 
involved in the church and also had a real love for cats, keenly involved in fundraising for 
Cats Protection (formerly the Cats Protection League). Ann in recent years moved away 
from Old Basing but again will be fondly remembered by many in the village. 

NEW EDITORIAL ASSISTANT FOR THE BASINGA

On a happier note, I would like to welome to the Basinga Committee, as Editorial Assistant 
– Trevor Short. 
Trevor has spent his entire career in IT. He has a myriad of IT skills he brings to the role 
and will undoubtedly be a great addition to the editorial team. We thank you Trevor, who as 
a recent retiree, with some new-found time on his hands, has seen fit to volunter some of 
that precious time to the service of the Basinga.
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

OBLEC (OLD BASING & LYCHPIT ENVIRONMENT CAMPAIGN)
The Parish Council has set up a Working Group (OBLEC) to work alongside other local 
groups such as SOLVE to robustly fight extensive housing development on Greenfield 
Sites around the Parish. To launch OBLEC and to explain its role to residents, a Public 
Meeting will be held in Old Basing Village Hall on Saturday, 15th April, starting at 11am. 
We are inviting as many residents as possible to come along to the meeting to make their 
views known. If you have an area of expertise that you feel would be helpful to the Group, 
please let us know, either before or at the launch meeting. See also page 10.
BIG COMMUNITY LUNCH
The Coronation celebrations planned for the weekend of 6/7/8th May include a Big 
Community Lunch on Sunday, 7th May, when all are encouraged to get together with 
family and friends to celebrate the Coronation of His Majesty King Charles III. The front 
of the recreation ground in Old Basing will be available for families to bring along a picnic 
lunch (with a gazebo if you wish), or save time making sandwiches and take advantage of 
our local pizza company – Leather and Willow – who will be there, plus an ice cream van.
This is not an organised event – the Old Basing & Lychpit Carnival will take place just 
over a month later and we do not wish to compete with that. There is likely to be a cricket 
match on the playing field and the playground is nearby for restless children, so hopefully 
the weather will be kinder than it was for our late Queen’s Coronation!
INCONSIDERATE PARKING
Parking in The Street by customers of the Bake Shop is not the only area where parking 
is a problem. Instances of pavement parking both in Old Basing and Lychpit are often 
reported to us and at this time of year grass verges become rutted and slippery when the 
ground is wet and then freeze over. This not only looks unsightly but can be a hazard for 
pedestrians. You may not care what the outside of your property looks like, but others may 
so use your garage or driveway if you have one, or park on the road where it is safe to do 
so. Parking is a problem throughout the Parish so 'think before you park'.
WARM HUB
Thank you to those residents that have taken advantage of the Warm Hub at the Lychpit 
Community Hall on Thursdays during the winter months. We enjoyed meeting some new 
faces. This facility will close at the end of March (last open date, Thursday, 30th March).
PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
The next two meeting dates are Tuesday, 7th March and 4th April starting at 7.30pm. 
Please let us know if you are unable to manage the stairs to the meeting room to enable 
us to make alternative arrangements.
Parish Clerk: Mrs Sandra Tuck 		  Deputy Clerk: Mrs Kate Hope 
Address: The Pavilion, Recreation Ground, The Street, Old Basing, 
RG24 7DA
Telephone: 01256 462847 
Office Hours: Monday to Thursday, 10am to noon 
Mobile: 07507 514498 (emergencies only)
Email: clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk
Website: www.oldbasing.gov.uk
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INTRODUCING OBLEC
OBLEC is a campaigning organisation, run for and on behalf of residents 
within the Parish of Old Basing and Lychpit. OBLEC’s primary function is to 
resist robustly the imposition of inappropriate, large housing developments on 
Greenfield sites within the Parish. 

Your Parish Council has created a Campaign Group – OBLEC – to bring together all 
organisations and local politicians against these proposals. The Update of the Local Plan 
has been delayed but the threat has not disappeared and we are in danger of having 2,150 
houses built within the Parish, in three huge developments.
As far as local residents and residents of the surrounding area are concerned, these 
developments threaten an asset of great recreational and environmental value with its 
biodiversity, flora and fauna, numerous Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation, 
history, and scenic beauty.  Large-scale development will further compromise water quality 
in the River Loddon, a rare ‘Chalk Stream’, and minimise the value of the Strategic Gap 
between Basingstoke and Old Basing and Lychpit. Producing our Neighbourhood Plan 
(published in 2018) made us very aware of how much the residents valued the Loddon 
Valley environment and how strongly they wanted it protected and enhanced.
OBLEC will be launched at a Public Meeting in Old Basing Village Hall on Saturday, 
15th April, at 11am. Please put this date in your diary and come along to find out more.

Gill Moore (Secretary to OBLEC)

FIND LOW COST HOMES IN THE BOROUGH WITH NEW REGISTER

Residents looking to buy low-cost homes in the borough are being encouraged to join a 
new home ownership register set up by Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council. The 
online register is a one-stop shop for people wanting to find out the latest information on 
affordable properties to buy in the area.
Details of new homes and existing properties for resale are available on the website and 
alerts may be sent out to those people who have registered their details when suitable 
properties become available. Properties will include shared ownership homes, local 
discounted homes and homes through the government’s First Homes scheme, when they 
become available.
The register is open for all to join but schemes will each have their individual eligibility 
criteria which residents will need to meet to progress with a purchase. It is the latest in 
a package of support provided by the council to help residents in the borough get on the 
housing ladder and its timing coincides with the announced closure by Homes England of 
the Help to Buy website. 
The council recently held its ninth low cost home ownership event in January, welcoming 
in hundreds of people interested in affordable homes to buy in the borough. The council 
also provides loans of up to £30,000 through its Own Home Loan scheme to help first time 
buyers purchase a new or existing property in the borough. 
For more information and to join the Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council Home 
Ownership Register visit www.basingstoke.homeconnections.org.uk or to find out 
more about Own Home Loan visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/own-home-loan
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All sizes available: 
Enquire by email to advertising@basinga.org.uk or visit

www.basinga.org.uk on the 'Advertise with us' dropdown menu 
for Contract, Classified and Flyer Distribution details.

ADVERTISE IN THE BASINGA

At no aditional cost:
All adverts appear on our website.

Adverts can be changed throughout the year.
Contract Adverts can be linked to the advertisers website and 

to an optional, advertiser supplied, write up on their 
company and its activities and can include photos.
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LOCAL ORGANISATIONS GET INVOLVED IN GREEN PILOT SCHEME

Local businesses, charities and social enterprises are being invited to apply to take part 
in a new pilot project aimed at helping them to cut their emissions to tackle the 
climate emergency. Launching in the spring, the pilot will see Basingstoke and Deane 
Borough Council’s partner Climate Essentials offer a year’s worth of support to 10 local 
organisations to help them operate more sustainably. 
Providing one-to-one guidance and advice, Climate Essentials will help businesses, 
charities and social enterprises to measure their carbon footprint, audit their operations 
and make realistic plans for reducing their emissions as well as helping them to explore 
the wider benefits of taking action.
Cabinet Member for Environment and Climate Action Cllr Hayley Eachus said: “In addition 
to cutting their carbon emissions, going greener can offer these organisations a range 
of other benefits. This includes increasing their appeal to environmentally conscious 
customers and residents and saving them money in the long term. Provided our pilot 
project goes well, we will consider how we can build on its success as we continue to 
support these local organisations to play their part in achieving the ambitious target for a 
net zero carbon borough by 2030.”
The pilot runs alongside other council support for businesses to decarbonise. This includes 
a recently launched climate change toolkit for businesses to help them understand how to 
cut their emissions and supporting the local Sustainable Business Network as a forum for 
sharing knowledge and best practice.
Aiming to build on this existing support, proposals for a council green team to give 
sustainability advice to businesses and communities were also considered by councillors 
on 23rd February as part of the council’s budget proposals for 2023/24.
Founded in 2019, Climate Essentials is a software platform that helps organisations 
to measure and reduce their carbon emissions. The Climate Essentials team is well 
experienced in engaging with and empowering small to medium-sized organisations to 
take control of their carbon footprint and make climate-positive changes.
The deadline to apply to take part in the project was 24th February. Following this, the 
applications will be considered against the criteria for the project and applicants will be 
notified whether they have been successful by Friday 10th March.
Local businesses, charities and social enterprises can find out more about the ‘Climate 
Essentials for Basingstoke and Deane’ pilot project, including the criteria and how to apply, 
at www.basingstoke.gov.uk/climate-essentials-support-project

THE CHILDREN'S SOCIETY COLLECTION BOXES

Your ongoing support of The Children’s Society plays a huge part 
in the work of this charity and your generous donations of cash or 
cheque are greatly appreciated, especially now. Thank you for 
your kindness which brings hope of security, safety and happiness 
to the lives of so many children in this country. I shall be contacting 

you shortly to collect and count your donations and if you have any queries please call me.
Rosemary Kershaw, tel. 01256 355500
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISMENTS

We ask for submissions to the magazine and website to be made via www.basinga.org.uk using 

the web forms:

Selection for Articles/Letters and Diary Dates will be found on the “Submissions” drop down and 

for Free Ads and Concession/Poster Ads on the “Advertise with us” drop down. Paid advertising 

enquiries can also be made from the same dropdown menu.

Submissions made via the forms now provide a common input for both the magazine and website 

and are automatically routed to the member of the team responsible for processing them. 

All submissions must be received by the 10th of the month (6th in December) previous to the 

magazine issue month.

If you have trouble finding the forms, you can of course contact us and we will advise.

Our Privacy Policy is available to read on the website which includes the GDPR requirements 

for publishing photographs.

Contacts for general enquiries and assistance: 

Paid Advertising - advertising@basinga.org.uk 

Magazine and Website - editor@basinga.org.uk 

All Advertisements in the magazine and website are inserted in good faith and the Basinga 

Management Committee accepts no responsibility for any statement, omission or errors made 

by the advertisers; nor endorses the products or services advertised. The views and opinions 

expressed in the Basinga are those of the organisations, individuals and authors concerned and 

not necessarily those of the Basinga Management Committee.

ADVERTISE IN THE BASINGA

For Contract, Classified and Leaflet Distribution
 Contact advertising@basinga.org.uk 

ADVERTISERS NEWS

Welcome to Aarons Garden Services page 5, DKA Gardening Services Ltd page 14, Italdent 
Dental Centre page 39, Paul’s Plumbing & Heating Services page 18, R. Lovelock Heating 
& Plumbing page 39, Tumble Tots page 25 and Age Concern page 43
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FREE ADS – BUY AND SELL
Note: All ads are processed in received date order. Ads not included this month will 
be entered in the next issue, space permitting. If you do not want your ad to appear 
later, contact the Advertising Manager (see page 42 for contact details). Ads also 
appear on the website: www.basinga.org.uk (with photographs if available)

PARASOL BASES			   £5	 07990602551
Two 15 kilogram and two 11 kilogram parasol bases

REFERENCE BOOKS			   FREE	 07973738825
A selection of about 15 to 20 reference books, bought for solving jumbo crossword puzzles 
in the days before Google. Subjects include art, literature, music, quotations, etc

LADIES' FOOTWEAR			   £10/£5	 07427359577
Ladies' shoes, sandals and slippers. Sizes 4½ and 5; widths E and EE. Most never worn. 
Price £10, some £5

LADIES' SHOES			   £10	 07427359577
Sizes 4½ and 5; widths E and EE. Majority never worn. Brands include K Shoes, Elmdale, 
Brooke and Hotter

LADIES' DRESS			   £20	 07427359577
Jacques Vert dress in light pink and grey. Size 22–24. Worn once

LADIES' COAT				   £20	 07427359577
Jacques Vert coat, rose pink, size 22–24. Worn once. See ad above for matching dress

LADIES' CLOTHES			   £5 (FROM)	 07427359577
Ladies' clothes: tops, macs, trousers and cardigans. Sizes 12 to 26. Most never worn. 
Welcome to try on. From £5

BASINGA ADVERTISERS

The Basinga magazine is distributed free of charge to over three thousand households and 
premises in the Old Basing and Lychpit area. The magazine is produced and distributed 
by teams of volunteers While our printing costs are covered by paid adverts from local 
businesses, without the income from adverts we would not be able to function and our 
readership's support for our advertisers is crucial in maintaining this magazine. 
When you are looking for a plumber, electrician, roofer, builder or anyone/anything else, 
please look in the Basinga first. Our advertisers are well-established and most of them 
have been with us for a long time, reliable and would welcome your custom. 
Our website www.basinga.org.uk has a list of our advertisers, either alphabetically or 
by page; from the home page choose 'OUR ADVERTISERS' and then 'OUR CONTRACT 
ADS'.



17

CONCESSION ADVERTS

PLOUGHMAN’S LUNCH
Ploughman's Lunch in the Parish Room, St Mary's Church, on Thursday, 16th March, 
at 12.25 pm. Book in advance (telephone 07946 596778) as numbers are limited. Dates 
for Ploughman’s Lunch for the rest of this year are: Thursdays (20th April; 18th May; 
15th June; 20th July; no lunch in August; 21st September; 19th October; 16th 
November; and 21st December).

LOU TAYLOR
At The Royal British Legion Club, Crown Lane, Old Basing, on Saturday, 18th March, 
7.30 for 8pm, returning to Basingstoke by popular demand, Lou Taylor performs the 
best in Soul and Motown music with flair and talent, promoted by The Lions Club of 
Basinsgoke.
Tickets: £12.50 from www.basingstokelions.org.uk/fundraising/concerts or email from 
tony.bamberger@hotmail.co.uk or by phone: 01256 850254.

MARIE CURIE CARE DAFFODIL DAY COLLECTIONS
Thank you very much for generously supporting both collections at Chineham Shopping 
Centre in 2022. In March we raised in excess of £450 and an incredible £361.43 in 
December.
Marie Curie Care provides nursing for seriously ill people in their home (they are unable to 
provide nurses in the Basingstoke area at this time, but do have nurses in other parts of 
Hampshire). Additionally, the money is used to pay for research into palliative care.
If you have an hour or more to spare in March there are a number of opportunities to join 
in this year’s Daffodil Day Collections. Please go to www.collect.mariecurie.org.uk or 
contact the collections team on 0800 716146.
It is hoped that the Chineham Shopping Centre will again kindly invite Marie Curie Care 
to collect on Saturday, 25th March, so please look out for this on the above webpage or 
call Sally on 07702 958560.

AGE CONCERN HAMPSHIRE
Age Concern Hampshire are offering Computer Confidence Sessions at Chineham 
Library on Wednesdays, 10am to 1pm (by appointment only).
There are 1-2-1 sessions available for the over 50s, including IT skills, setting up new 
devices and getting online as well as software and hardware issues. Please join us, all 
capabilities welcome. 
Contact us to book, email: kim.stone@ageconcernhampshire.org.uk or tel. 01962 
868545. 

RCS (ROMSEY COMMUNITY SERVICES)
RCS (Romsey Community Services) are offering a free IT course Digital Skills In 
Everyday Life, taking place Thursdays 20th, 27th April and 4th May, from 10am to 2pm 
(all days to be attended) at Westside Community Centre, Basingstoke, RG22 6QB. 
The course builds on your confidence levels with using digital skills in everyday life. The 
course will cover; email software, word processing, sending files, creating documents, 
staying safe while navigating the internet and accessing online services.
For more details tel. 01264 359223 or email: rcsserviceseducation@gmail.com
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MAYOR'S CHARITY CONCERT

Music-loving residents will have the chance to say “Thank You for the Music” at the 
Mayor’s Charity Concert. Talented choirs and singing groups from across the borough 
and further afield will come together for a celebration of song at The Anvil on Saturday, 4th 
March, at 7.30pm. Organised by Basingstoke Festival of Choirs, the evening promises 
entertainment from varied and diverse performers offering something for everyone from 
musical theatre through to popular opera. Special guest choirs include St Mary’s CE Junior 
School, Odiham Military Wives Choir and Ukrainian choir Kalyna with accompaniment 
provided by the Heritage Light Orchestra.
Tickets for the concert, which will support the Mayor’s Charity Appeal 2022/23, which is 
raising funds for local charities The Pink Place (incorporating the Blue Space) and Tough 
Enough To Care, can be bought online at www.anvilarts.org.uk/book/instance/268801 
or by email box.office@anvilarts.org.uk or by calling 01256 844244. Tickets cost £19 
(includes £3 booking fee); concessions for over 65s and students. For more information go 
to www.basingstoke.gov.uk/charity-concert

OLD BASING WI

At the end of January, 24 WI Members enjoyed an 
evening meal at Bartons Mill – lovely food in front of a 
roaring fire! Our February meeting was well attended 

and we enjoyed a fascinating talk from Nigel Knott from the charity Canine Partners who 
told us about how their dogs are trained to help disabled people lead an independent life.
Our next meeting takes place on Friday, 3rd March, at 7.30pm, at the Parish Room, 
St Mary's Church, when we will be welcoming Robbie Sprague to talk about 'Poetry to 
appeal to every mood and Emotion'. The competition that evening will be 'A Short Poem'. 
We will be holding a skittles/fish and chip lunch in April and we will be going on a coach 
trip in May and we have more events planned for later in the year.
For details of the WI in Hampshire and other WI activities: www.hampshirewi.org.uk  (all 
are welcome to our meetings). If you'd d like to join our long-running and thriving group, 
come along or contact President, Sue Stewart at oldbasingpres@hampshirewi.org.uk

NATIONAL WOMENS' REGISTER (NWR)

We have a full programme for the year ahead including: discussions on 
food waste and carbon footprint, order of birth, old sayings and pioneering 
women. We will also have a games afternoon, annual wine tasting and a 
poetry workshop to discover our inner poet, a Coronation picnic, an 
afternoon tea, an evening supper and a walk around the Roman Walls of 
Silchester followed by lunch. 

We meet in member’s homes, usually 2pm on the first Monday of the month. If you 
would like more information please look at the website: nwr.org.uk or for our local group: 
www.basinga.org.uk/wp/national-womens-register or contact our Local Organiser 
Dusty Brough tel: 01256 357276 or email: dmbc861@gmail.com  

Diane Hope



20

All sizes available: 
Enquire by email to advertising@basinga.org.uk or visit

www.basinga.org.uk on the 'Advertise with us' dropdown menu 
for Contract, Classified and Flyer Distribution details.

ADVERTISE IN THE BASINGA

At no aditional cost:
All adverts appear on our website.

Adverts can be changed throughout the year.
Contract Adverts can be linked to the advertisers website and 

to an optional, advertiser supplied, write up on their 
company and its activities and can include photos.
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HAMPSHIRE & ISLE OF WIGHT WILDLIFE TRUST
EARLY BLOOMERS HINT AT SPRING

As the light creeps slowly back into our evening skies, the very first spring flowers brave 
the frosty ground, providing the earliest of hints that sunnier days lie ahead.

Perhaps the first floral sign that 
spring is edging ever closer is the 
appearance of the humble snowdrop 
(see photo by Jonathan Oakley). 
This elegant little plant may be seen 
peeping over the frosted soil of 
woodlands, churchyards or gardens 
as early as January and can continue 
to flower until March.
Their dainty (yet deceptively hardy) 
nodding, pure white flowers have 
often symbolised innocence, purity 
and hope. In fact, in Yorkshire, it was 

customary for village maidens to gather bunches of snowdrops and wear them as a symbol 
of their purity on 2nd February, which was Candlemas – or otherwise, the feast of the Virgin 
Mary. See the photo by Jonathan Oakley
Despite its long history in the UK, however, the snowdrop may not actually be native 
to our shores; they were not recorded as growing wild here until the late 18th century. 
Nevertheless, it has certainly become naturalised from garden escapees, and white 
snowdrop ‘valleys’ can now be seen across the country.
Another delightful flower that you may find on a late winter walk is the primrose. The name 
‘primrose’ comes from the Latin ‘prima rosa’, meaning ‘first rose’. This is very apt, as this 
resilient little plant can flower as early as December in mild years. Look out for their pretty, 
creamy-yellow flowers in woodland and grassland habitats.
Primroses are also one of the main foodplants for the caterpillars of the threatened and 
extremely rare Duke of Burgundy butterfly, which is only found in England.
Since Victorian times, 19th April has been known as ‘Primrose Day’ in honour of the late 
Prime Minister Benjamin Disraeli. Primroses were his favourite flowers and they duly grow 
near his statue in Westminster Abbey and by his grave at Hughenden in Buckinghamshire.
Lesser celandines also bring a welcome splash of sunshine in early spring. Keep an eye 
out for their bright and buttery blooms growing along hedgerows, in parks and even in 
graveyards from March through to May. Their happy, star-shaped yellow flowers typically 
open in the sunlight.
As one of the first spring flowers to bloom, the low-growing lesser celandines provide a 
valuable nectar source for early insects. Despite its name, lesser celandine is not a close 
relative of greater celandine – it is actually a member of the buttercup family.
Find out more about local wildlife at Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust’s website: 
www.hiwwt.org.uk
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LENT COURSE

Dear Friends,

The Lent Course which Revd. Jo Mulliner and I are leading together is based on a book by 
Stephen Cottrell, the Archbishop of York, called Godforsaken.

It may not sound the most cheerful subject to be looking at, but it is rooted in the reality of 
many people’s life experience. 

When Stephen Cottrell wrote his book it was in the aftermath of Lockdowns and the first 
few months of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

Around the world isolation and suffering affect millions of people..

The book asks where is God in all this?

The concept of a remote God who allows so much suffering to take place is among the rea-
sons so many people do not want anything to do with religious faith. 

What the book does, however, is to focus on Jesus’ suffering, particularly on the cross, and 
his experience of Godforsakeness.

The central insight Stephen Cottrell offers is not that of a remote Creator but of One who 
is fully involved in Creation, sharing and transforming suffering.. 

The book and our reflections and discussion of it are likely to open up many avenues of 
thought.

If you would like to engage with the thinking in this book and with one another’s insights 
and experience, including your own, your presence and contribution will be valued. 

Meeting  during Lent, dates are: Thursdays, 2nd and 9th March, afternoons from 2.30pm 
at St Mary’s  Parish Room and Thursdays, 16th, 23rd and 30th March (same time) at the 
Methodist Church.

Any questions?  Please call:  01183271592 (The Revd David Jenkins) or 01256 363612 (The 
Reverend Jo Mulliner).

With love, 

Reverend David Jenkins
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ST MARY'S CHURCH
REGULAR SERVICES

Sunday		 8am  	 BCP Communion 
		  9.30am 	Sung Eucharist with Junior Church
Monday 	 8.45am	Morning Prayer
Wednesday 	 10am 	 Holy Communion
Thursday	 8.45am	Morning Prayer
Friday 		  8.45am	Morning Prayer
If you’d like to join the 9.30am Sunday service from home, you can via St Mary’s Facebook 
page. Up-to-date details of all services are available at www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk 
LENT STUDY GROUP
You are invited to join us for our joint Lent Study group (see left for details).
MOTHERING SUNDAY SERVICE
Sunday, 19th March, 9.30am
MESSY CHURCH AT EASTER
St Mary’s Church is planning Messy Church sessions throughout 2023, starting with great 
fun for the whole family to come together through creative activities, drama, music and a 
shared meal, based round the Holy Week story.
Easter is one of the three most important times in the Christian Church calendar, along 
with Christmas and Pentecost. We have a time to prepare for it —Lent. We have a time of 
exceptional events to explore on the way—Holy Week. Then we arrive at one of the most 
joyous and great celebrations of the year—Easter Day. Easter is the celebration of Christ’s 
resurrection from the dead. As it is the oldest and most important festival of the Christian 
church, it also includes many traditions. 
If you would like to find out more about the events during Holy Week, leading to Easter Day, 
please join us as we explore Holy Week through craft and worship on Saturday, 25th 
March (3.45 to 6pm). Sessions are free, although donations are always gratefully received 
and help the Church to continue in its ministry to all. For further information contact our 
administrator Debbie Filer – 07541 698235 or admin@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk
WEDDINGS AND BAPTISMS AT ST MARY’S
Did you know that if you live in the parish of Old Basing and Lychpit, or have a strong link 
to the parish you may be able to marry at St Mary’s? Get in touch if you’d like to explore 
the possibility of having your wedding at St Mary’s. We also welcome all baptism enquiries.
PASTORAL SUPPORT
If you would like pastoral support please contact Revd. Jo – tel.  01256 363612 or email: 
vic-ar@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk or contact Debbie (details as above).
HALL FOR HIRE
The Parish Room at St Mary’s Church, including the kitchen, is available for hire. There 
is availability for both regular and one-off bookings. Enquiries to Debbie (details as above).
WEEKLY BULLETIN
Every week we send out a bulletin with information about what is happening at the church. 
If you’d like to be added to our distribution list. please contact Debbie (details as above). 
We are also able to hand deliver bulletins to those without internet access.



24

FRIENDS OF ST MARY'S CHURCH PANTOMIME

The Friends of St Mary’s Church Pantomime is back at the Old Basing Village Hall, 
with performances on Saturday, 25th and Sunday, 26th November. Obviously, we don’t 
just need actors, we need help with the set, painting, costumes, props, chaperones, front 
of house, administration to name but a few. This is the final call for volunteers. If you would 
like to be involved in any aspect, email admin@friendsofstmaryschurcholdbasing.org 
or for more details go to our website www.friendsofstmaryschurcholdbasing.org

ST MARY'S SUMMER FESTIVAL

The Summer Festival Team at St Mary’s Church are 
planning a Summer Festival on the theme of All Things 
Bright and Beautiful, All Creatures Great and Small.  
The weekend will commence on Friday, 23rd June, at 
7pm with a fun Beetle Drive evening for all the family. 
Tickets, £5 per adult, £2.50 per child or £12.50 for 
family tickets (two adults plus up to four children).  
Doors open at 6.30pm.

From 11am to 4pm, Saturday 24th and Sunday 25th, a Summer Fete (see photo of last 
year's) will be held with stalls, barbecue, cream teas, refreshments, children’s activities in 
St Mary’s Conservation Area, music including the school choirs at 11.30 am (Saturday) 
and the RBL Band of Corps at 2pm (Sunday) and the return of the popular Tower Tours.
Displays of All Things Bright and Beautiful, All Creatures Great and Small will 
decorate the outside of St Mary’s from Friday 23rd June until Sunday, 2nd July, giving 
everyone plenty of time to view. There will be an opportunity to vote for your favourite 
display until 3pm on Sunday, 25th June, with a small prize awarded to the winner.  
Calling those with green fingers! Are you able to grow flowers or vegetables for the Fete? 
If you would like to arrange a display please contact Debbie Filer on 07541 698235 or 
email the team at stmaryschurch.flowerfestival@gmail.com (displays cost a minimum 
of £7.50 to enter).

St Mary’s Summer Festival Team

OLD BASING METHODIST CHURCH

Sunday worship is at 10.30am followed by coffee. You will find a warm 
friendly welcome please join us anytime. 
On Sunday, 12th March, we have a speaker from The Leprosy Mission to 
tell us about their work in the tea plantations of Bangladesh.
Coffee mornings are suspended at present with something new in April.

MHA lunch for members will be on Wednesday, 8th March, from noon to 2.30pm.
The joint Thursday Lent study group with St Mary’s Church will take place in the St 
Mary's Church Parish Room on the 2nd and 9th March, and at the Methodist Chapel 
on the 16th, 23rd and 30th March. All are welcome to any of these sessions. (See page 
22 for more details.)
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IRENE ALLAWAY 1933–2023

Irene Allaway (born 12th August, 1933, in Fulham), sadly 
passed away at home on the 29th January, after bravely 
battling cancer.
She moved to Old Basing in 1974 with her beloved husband 
Bill and two children. She quickly immersed herself into 
village life joining the Old Basing Bowls Club, with Bill, where 
they made many good friends. She soon became involved 

with the Basinga, which occuoied her for over 40 years, most of those which spent as 
Editor. It was a job she loved.  
When Bill passed away in 1990 she threw herself into making a new life. She had a passion 
for many things, including art and singing. She belonged to the local art club and joined Old 
Basing Singers, both of which were a joy to her. She was also a member the Old Basing 
WI and was a regular churchgoer. She occupied herself with many things – she always 
liked to be busy!
Anyone who knew her knew was aware of her great passion for gardening, she could never 
resist buying  ‘just one more’, and was the writer of the gardening section in the Basinga.
Quite simply, she adored Old Basing – being part of such a wonderful community.
Irene leaves behind two children, six grandchildren, one great grandson and a host of 
wonderful friends, many living in the village. She will be terribly missed. We are lucky to 
have known such a warm, compassionate and loving person. 
Her funeral takes place at St Mary's Church, Old Basing, on Friday, 10th March, 2pm.

CHURCHYARD CONSERVATION GROUP (PIOCC)

This month’s working party will be on Saturday, 4th March, at 10am 
– meet by the PIOCC noticeboard at the entrance to the Conservation 
Area. There will be no Thursday afternoon working party this 
month. We will continue our winter conservation tasks, including 
woodland management. We look forward to seeing our regular 
volunteers and also new participants.

Churchyard Conservation is a community project, not just for churchgoers, so please come 
along if you would like to be involved. Just turn up in gardening clothes and bring gloves.  
The tools are provided. Our Saturday morning sessions last about three hours (with a 
coffee break and chance to relax).
Next month on Tuesday, 18th April (please note it is not on our usual Monday evening), 
in St Mary’s Parish Room, at 8pm, we will hold our short AGM followed by a talk on 
'Tasmanian Wonders'  by Margaret and Tim Carr. Please reserve the date.
The Conservation Area is a community space for everyone to enjoy.  You are very welcome 
to visit and perhaps take a moment to sit, relax and enjoy the churchyard, a haven for us 
all. The early Daffodils, Primroses and bright yellow Lesser Celandines are appearing.   
For further information please ring Fay Farrant on 01256 476863.

Margaret Carr – www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk
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NEWS FROM BASING HOUSE

Basing House re-opens on Saturday, 1st April, and 
will then be open, Wednesday to Sunday, 11am till 
4pm. On the first day we have Millers Ark bringing 
Easter bunnies and lambs, along with an egg hunt and 
an egg trail round the site. The egg trail will continue 
until Sunday, 16th April.

Our gardening volunteers have been busy all winter and by the time you read this we 
hope that walkers along the permissive path will be enjoying a display of daffodils in the 
pots by the Great Barn. They invested in some late-flowering daffodils which should be out 
when Basing House re-opens. 
They have ordered hundreds of plants for the pots in the yard to be in bloom through the 
summer.  If you are not visiting Basing House you can admire them from The Street. You 
may have noticed they were sporting green plastic bags in January –- not very pretty but 
essential because we needed to protect the emerging bulbs. 
You can go into the visitor centre without paying to go round the site. In there is stall for 
used, but in good condition books and DVDs, which helps fund plant purchases and if you 
have any ‘spare’ books/DVDs we would be delighted to receive them. Later in the year we 
hope to have a plant stall there too. Come and have a browse and maybe treat yourself to 
tea or coffee and cake. 
Finally, if you have any time on a Wednesday and like being outside, our friendly little band 
– Chris, Gill, Janet, Margaret, Mike and Tony – would love to welcome more volunteers as 
they have a lot to do!  It doesn’t matter if you don’t consider yourself a gardener and haven’t 
much knowledge; just another pair of hands would be wonderful. If you are interested 
contact me, or pop along to Basing House when it is open, preferably on a Wednesday 
morning when the gardeners will be around.

Andrew Howard, tel. 01256 327014

FOREIGN COINS AND NOTES CLUTTERING UP YOUR HOME?

We are collecting foreign notes and coins in our Odiham, Hartley Wintney and Old 
Basing Charity Shops. This is a joint project that will share the proceeds between Odiham 
Cottage Hospital and Hook & Odiham Lions (covering Hook, Odiham and Hartley 
Wintney). All Lions proceeds will help fund the next Lions’ Prostate Cancer Screening 
session Saturday, 13th May, at 10am, at the Odiham Cottage Hospital. Please see the 
Lions website for more details www.hookandodihamlions.co.uki8

BASINGSTOKE & DISABILITY FORUM

Basingstoke and District Disability Forum (BDDF) is a local charity that helps disabled 
people, their families and carers in the locality. At their Disability Awareness Day on 
Friday, 28th April, in The Malls, Basingstoke Town Centre, there will be information 
about support groups, activities and services available locally that are  supporting a range 
of disabilities for both children and adults. BDDF are also looking for volunteers so please 
get in touch if you can help  email: office@bddf.org.uk or call 01256 423869. 
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All sizes available: 
Enquire by email to advertising@basinga.org.uk or visit

www.basinga.org.uk on the 'Advertise with us' dropdown menu 
for Contract, Classified and Flyer Distribution details.

ADVERTISE IN THE BASINGA

At no aditional cost:
All adverts appear on our website.

Adverts can be changed throughout the year.
Contract Adverts can be linked to the advertisers website and 

to an optional, advertiser supplied, write up on their 
company and its activities and can include photos.
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VILLAGE CAFÉ
The Village Café will open for the last monthly session Friday, 3rd March, before reverting 
to opening weekly. You will find us at St Mary's Church Parish Room, Friday afternoons, 
2 to 4pm. Our weekly opening dates will be: 21st and 28th April; 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th 
May; 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th June; 7th, 14th and 21st July.
We are still continuing with our 'Bake a Smile' initiative where a member of our community 
is nominated to receive a little cake delivery to their doorstep. We take nominations 
for individuals, a group of people or a family, all you need to do is message us, via our 
Facebook page, with details and why you think they deserve a slice of cake. We have been 
delivering smiles on a weekly basis for the past few months but as the café will soon be 
opening again weekly, we will continue our deliveries, but on a monthly basis. 
Thanks to you all, the café is as popular as ever and although we try to cater for as many 
customers as we can, we are always looking to recruit new bakers and baristas. We always 
have high demand for our homemade cakes and welcome anyone who loves to bake to 
come and join us. There is no requirement to bake weekly, just when you are able to and 
I know all of the team agree, that we get a real buzz from providing a community café and 
meeting you all. We are all proud to be able to support local community projects from funds 
raised as we are non-profit making, all funds are put back into projects that support people. 
We would also welcome anyone who has a couple of hours to spare on a Friday afternoon, 
again as and when you can, who would like to come along and help out, making drinks, 
serving cake and meeting our lovely customers. Do get in touch with us via our Facebook 
page or by speaking to any café member, we would love to have more team members.
This month, I would like to introduce you all to another member of our existing team, Jane 
(see photo, below). Jane has been part of the café since we started a few years ago and 
is a much-valued member, she always has a smile for everyone and loves meeting our 
customers. Once again,  I asked Jane a few questions to help you get to know her.

What got you involved with the cafe? – I have been part of the 
Village Café since the start, it seemed a good opportunity to get 
involved in the community and have fun with like-minded people;  
Favourite pastime? – Making precious memories;  Netflix or 
book? – Both depending on how I am feeling;  Favourite tipple? 
– I love a large G&T and champagne, but not in the same glass;  
Signature dish? – I love food, but it’s about who I am sharing it 
with that matters. There is nothing better than a family roast or 
meals out with good friends;  Favourite holiday destination? – I 
love to travel, however, my trips to Canada to spend time with my 
son and granddaughter have to to be at the top of the list! 

We have a special event taking place this year, the Kings Coronation, and to celebrate, 
the café is planning a Coronation theme on Friday, 5th May. We want to make this a bit 
special so we will be offering a free slice of cake to anyone in our community who has a 
birthday on 6th May. All you need to do is contact the café via messenger on our Facebook 
page, visit the café during opening hours on 5th, providing proof of your date of birth and 
enjoy a cake on us. If there is anyone who has a birthday on the 6th May unable to visit the 
café due to mobility or health issues, we will deliver a treat to your door so do get in touch.

Deborah Thorne
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THE MILL FIELD CONSERVATION GROUP
EVENT NEWS
Winter is nearly at an end and so we are having our last scrub/
dogwood bashing session of the season which is on Saturday, 
18th March, 10am, before the site starts growing again. We will 
be continuing to clear the area of scrub by the lower path for the 
benefit of the field’s wildlife such as small mammals and the plants 
which are being overwhelmed. We may also be laying some 

new boards for walkways on the site. No experience is necessary just wear appropriate 
clothes and footwear, meet us at the lower path.  We will provide the necessary tools and 
some refreshments. Any last-minute changes will be posted on Facebook and the field 
noticeboard, and if you can email that you are coming then I can provide updates.
WHAT’S AROUND THIS MONTH
March welcomes the beginning of spring as we hear resident birds such as Song Thrush, 
Robin and Wren in full song. While we say farewell to the Redwings, Fieldfare, Siskins and 
Lesser Redpolls who are heading back north, the first of the summer migrants begin to 
arrive starting with Chiffchaff and Blackcap (the very first ones you hear braved the winter).
The plant life suddenly starts to burst to life with Lesser Celandine and Arum Lillies (Lords 
and ladies) coming through with many trees starting to flower. Mammal-wise, Roe and 
Muntjac will be heard barking in the woods and when warm enough bats start to emerge. If 
we get any spring-like weather, butterflies should start appearing such as the Red Admiral, 
Peacock and Small Tortoiseshell or Brimstone and maybe the occasional reptile too.
         Email: millfieldnature@gmail.com	 Facebook: Mill Field Conservation Group

OLD BASING ALLOTMENT AND GARDEN SOCIETY (OBAGS)

The Trading Hut at Riley Lane (opposite the Bolton Arms) will be opening on the following 
dates, with extended opening times as follows: Sundays 5th and 26th March (10.30am 
to noon). Anyone is welcome to purchase items from the shop. The Trading Hut sells 
compost, and other garden sundries and saves on petrol by providing a local service for 
people of Old Basing and Lychpit!  OBAGS is looking for more volunteers to man the shop 
during 2023, so if you think you could help, please let a member of the committee know.
Visit the website www.obags.uk for more information on OBAGS.

LINGUATASTIC LANGUAGE SCHOOL

March on through March! Are you as “mad as a March hare”? This 
English idiomatic phrase comes from the antics (leaping, boxing and 

chasing in circles) of the European hare that occur in March (their breeding season).  It can 
be used to describe any animal or human who behaves in the excitable and unpredictable 
manner of a March hare. The team at Linguatastic could certainly be given this label on 
occasions! Did you know that the month of March itself is named after the Roman God of 
war, Mars? In the Roman calendar, March was the beginning month, the months of January 
and February only being included after a calendar reform later on. Linguatastic is marching 
on towards the start of a new term after the Easter holidays, so if you’ve thought about 
learning/improving another language then now is a good time to get in touch at info@
linguatastic.com and find out more about joining us for the summer term. Quick march! 
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BRANCH MONTHLY MEETING
Branch Monthly Meeting takes place on Thursday 2nd March (8 to 9pm), in the Jack 
Morris Hall. All members of Old Basing RBL Club and Branch are warmly invited to attend.

BRANCH STANDARD BEARER
The very prestigious and important position of Branch Standard Bearer has become 
vacant due to ill health and the Old Basing Branch is keen to fill this vacancy asap.
Whilst a military bearing and/or basic knowledge of drill would be an advantage, full 
training will be given, necessary in order for the candidate to carry out a small number of 
ceremonial duties throughout the year. This include ceremonial occasions, the Parish’s 
Remembrance Day parade and the possibility of attending and representing the Branch/ 
County at the Festival of Remembrance at the Royal Albert Hall,
Please contact me in the first instance by way of email rickbourne@yahoo.com or phone  
07900 648675 and I will liaise with the Committee and outgoing Standard Bearer to arrange 
an informal meeting and interview.

TEXAS SCRAMBLE GOLF DAY (IN AID OF THE POPPY APPEAL)
Entries are now invited for the first of this years' RBL fundraising golf events, a fun team 
Texas Scramble Golf Day (in aid of the Poppy Appeal), to be played at Sherfield Oaks 
Golf Club on Monday, 27th March, with a cost of £47.50 per person , £190 per team 
of four (£25 each if a member of the golf club). Good prizes to be had and don’t forget, 
you’re helping a brilliant charity too. So, just get a few mates together, ask me for a form, 
fill it in and you’re good to go. 

Rick Bourne (on behalf of Old Basing RBL)

OLD BASING ROYAL BRITISH LEGION WOMEN’S SECTION
Unfortunately the Women’s Section is on the brink of closing it’s doors due to the lack of 
membership, which is a great shame as their aim is not only to support the branch in their 
various activities, as well as playing a vital role in the Poppy Appeal, which collectively 
raised over £26,000 going towards the benevolent fund to support the armed forces, as 
well as raising funds in their own right for this self same purpose. 
You do not have to have had any member of your family connected to the services, all are 
welcome to join the Women’s Section. It is a chance to meet new people and to partake in 
various activities, for instance skittles, first round Thursday, 9th March, at 7.30pm in the 
Jack Morris Hall – four in a team plus two reserves, £2 per head (book your place via 
the RBL Club), it will be fun. There are also celebrations for the Coronation on Saturday, 
6th May, further details nearer the time. 
When collecting for the Poppy Appeal you meet lots of people as well as helping to raise 
much needed funds. We meet every fourth Thursday of the month from 7.30pm for our 
general meetings setting a different competition each month. Why not give it a go?
The next General Meeting is Thursday, 23rd March, 7.30pm, in the Jack Morris Hall. 
Competition: 'a posy vase of spring flowers'. All welcome.

Sue Wilson (Publicity)

OLD BASING ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
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MARCH IN YOUR GARDEN

March is the first month of spring, and gardens are alive with the colour of spring bulbs. In 
flower are Crocus, Daffodils, scented Narcissus, Snakes Head Fritillary and the delicate 
Erythronium. March can be a cold month with frosts – the 'Beast from the East' was late 
February and snow. We should still expect a few days of snow in March.
Gardening calendars are only a guide because so much depends on the weather in March, 
sometimes it can be springlike, other times cold and frosty. The weather will affect the 
degree to which the soil has warmed up ready for planting. However, with some warmer 
days and increasing light levels, you can start sowing. If you are making an early start, 
a greenhouse, sunny porch or under glass is ideal for germinating seeds, establishing 
containers such as hanging baskets and bedding ready for later in the year and starting 
vegetables. All will need to be 'hardened off', which means gradually getting accustomed 
to the harsher outside weather, before planting out. Otherwise, a visit to the garden centre 
will give you plenty of ideas and a source of ready-grown plants.
Here are your main tasks in the flower garden this month:
•	 Feed trees, shrubs and hedges with a slow-release fertiliser by lightly forking it into 

the soil surface
•	 Prune and feed roses with rose feed or balanced fertiliser as they come into growth
•	 Finish cutting back shrubs grown for their colourful winter stems. Cut them right back 

to their bases to encourage new stem growth for next winter. Prune over-wintered 
fuchsias back to one or two buds on each shoot. This will encourage a bushy growth 
habit

•	 Finish cutting back dead foliage from perennials and ornamental grasses to make way 
for new growth

•	 Keep an eye out for slugs as the weather warms. Pay special attention to soft, new 
growth, which slugs love. Nematodes could be used for an effective organic control, 
they are however expensive and hand-picking slugs and snails can have a sense of 
achievement! 

•	 Cut the old leaves off hellebores to remove to make spring flowers more visible and 
dead head daffodils

•	 Look after your pots by clearing any weeds and apply a slow-release feed
•	 Last chance to prune standard apple trees, only if it's still dormant
Sow seed outdoors in mild areas with light soil or compost – broad beans, carrots, parsnips, 
beetroot, onions, lettuces, radish, peas, spinach, summer cabbage, salad leaves, leeks, 
Swiss chard, turnip and summer cauliflower. Do check your seeds before you buy and it 
is better to succession plant than use the whole packet! Be guided by the weather and 
sow only if conditions are suitable. Some plants such as tomatoes and chillis need a long 
growing season so start them off now in a warm place and they will be so much healthier 
and bigger plants earlier. Finally check the lawnmower before you walk out to a meadow. 
Feed and weed your lawn if necessary and get rid of the moss and thatch with a good 
scarify if the ground is firm. Most importantly just go out and enjoy what March has to offer 
and get gardening!

Alan Caswell
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I believe that the cover photograph of February’s edition of the Basinga caused a 
flurry of Facebook comments, many positive and some not so, and of course, people do 
see things in different ways. It may be that you appreciated the superb quality of the photo 
itself and the beauty of the Sparrowhawk or perhaps you felt sorry for the pigeon it had just 
dispatched. Nature is harsh as we know, and this scene occurs hundreds of times every 
day somewhere in the UK but perhaps you would like to send in something that shows the 
kinder, gentler side of wildlife near you.  
The Basinga team can only include images that we are sent of course and this month 
several people have sent me a plethora of great bird shots, and indeed, they are more 
serene ones.

The ever-reliable Jim Andrews sent a lovely image of a Red Kite 
(see left) in full soaring mode against a turquoise sky and a Starling, 
positively shimmering in the available light. Stunning pics Jim.
Robert Innes-Kerr spotted the white cock Pheasant scuttling 
through undergrowth near his Newnham Lane home, this presumably 
the same bird seen by Pat Brace near Poors Farm last month.
Tony Fendall sent several great images. I’ve included a Long-Tailed 
Tit (often referred to as Lotties) and a male Blackcap (see below) 
singing his heart out as he proclaims his territory and calls for a mate.

Terry Mc Anish’s feeders always bring in plenty of small birds but this pair of Greenfinches 
looked quite indignant at being snapped in the middle of their 
meal!
See the basinga website www.basinga.org.uk for all photos.
I hope you had some success during the Big Garden 
Birdwatch weekend back in late January. Most people I’ve 
spoken to said they had a variety show up but actual numbers 
were down and that was true of the two sessions I had. On 
the Saturday, my other half and granddaughter Florence, 
noted just nine species but in there was a Blackcap and a pair of Bullfinches so it was worth 
the effort. On the following Sunday I teamed up with the Churchyard Conservation Group 
by St Marys Church and helped collect about a dozen species there, including a Nuthatch.
When I submitted our own sightings, I saw that the national count stood at 7.5million 
birds but hopefully by the closing date in mid-February it might have exceeded last year's 
wonderful figure of over 11 million birds counted.
I see the famous Belle Vue daffodils poked their heads out around the 25th January and if 
the weather is kind then next month I would expect to have news of more signs of spring, 
including frogs spawn and early nesting birds.
Don’t forget to send all your nature-related stories and photos to rickbourne@yahoo.com 
or naturenotes@basinga.org.uk  – for all your bird food requirements, order it from me at 
‘Bird Drop-ins’, use the former email address or ring/text me on 07900 648675 to place 
an order or get a form.

Rick Bourne

NATURE NOTES FOR MARCH
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For details of services and events at St Mary’s Church please see page 23
DIARY DATES FOR MARCH 2023

BASINGA EXTRA

MARCH
Thu 2       8.00pm RBL Branch Monthly Meeting (Jack Morris Hall)
Fri 3      2.00pm – 4.00pm Village Café (Parish Room, St Mary’s Church)

7.30pm Old Basing WI Meeting (Parish Room, St Mary’s Church)
Sat 4   10.00am PIOCC Working Party (meet at church noticeboard)

   7.30pm Mayor’s Charity Concert (The Anvil)
Sun 5   10.30pm – noon OBAGS Trading Hut open (Riley Lane, opp Bolton Arms)
Tue 7    7.30pm Parish Council Meeting (The Pavilion, Recreation Ground)
Thu 9   7.30pm RBL Women’s Section Skittles (Jack Morris Hall)
Fri 10    2.00pm Funeral of Irene Allaway (St Mary’s Church)

6.00pm DEADLINE APRIL BASINGA COPY TO EDITOR (See p3)
Thu 16   12.25pm Ploughman’s Lunch (Parish Room, St Mary’s Church)
Sat 18   10.00am Mill Field Scrub Bash (meet lower path)

   7.30pm Lou Taylor, Soul and Motown music (Royal British Legion)
Thu 23     7.30pm RBL Women’s Section General Meeting (Jack Morris Hall)
Sat 25 Marie Curie Daffodil Day Collection (Chineham Shop Cent
Sun 26 10.30am – noon OBAGS Trading Hut open (Riley Lane, opp Bolton Arms)
Mon 27 Texas Scramble Golf Day (Sherfield Oaks Golf Club)
APRIL
Sat 1 Basing House re-opens
Tue 4 7,30pm Parish Council Meeting (The Pavilion, Recreation Ground)
Sat 15 11.00am OBLEC Public Meeting (Old Basing Village Hall)

This month we were unable to include every article that we received, or submitted long 
after the deadline. Content listed below is available on our website: www.basinga.org.uk
Basingstoke & District Railway Society
Basingstoke Civil Service Retirement Fellowship
Basingstoke Concert Band
Become a Friend of Rotary
Probus hears about The Porthole Murder
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Now open in Belle Vue Rd 
Old Basing.

Hairdressing for the whole 
family.

01256 357333
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   BASINGA 
EDITOR: Colin Follett, 101 The Street, Old Basing, RG24 7DA 01256 326909
LAYOUT ADVISOR AND ASSISTANT EDITOR: Lyn Caswell 07909 962141
ASSISTANT EDITOR: Trevor Short, 4 Belle Vue Road, Old Basing 01256 354549
SECRETARY: Graham Merry, 40 Linden Avenue, Old Basing, RG24 7HS 01256 463908
TREASURER: Andy Grove, 30 Pyotts Copse, Old Basing, RG24 8WE 07918 644187
ADVERTISING MANAGER: Lou Eddy, 66D The Street, RG24 7BY 07879 637899
DISTRIBUTION: 
Old Basing Area: Peter Watson, 19 Priory Gardens, Old Basing, RG24 7DS 01256 352299
Lychpit Area: Andrée McLean, 6 Pimpernel Way, Lychpit, RG24 8SS 01256 819006
WEBMASTER: Alan Morris, 29 Lingfield Close, Old Basing, RG24 7ED 01256 329417

   OLD BASING & LYCHPIT PARISH COUNCIL 
CLERK: Sandra Tuck 01256 462847
OFFICE AND HOURS: The Pavilion, The Recreation Ground
Monday to Thursday 10am to noon

   CHURCH INFORMATION FOR THE AREA

Church of England (Parish of Old Basing & Lychpit)
VICAR: Revd. Jo Mulliner    The Vicarage, Church Lane, Old Basing.                               01256 363612
                                             email: vicar@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk    
ADMINISTRATOR: Debbie Filer   email: admin@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk 07541 698235

Regular Services at St Mary’s Church, Old Basing 
SUNDAY: 8am Holy Communion; 9.30am Sung Eucharist and Junior Church
OTHER DAYS: Wednesday, 10am – Holy Communion; Monday, Thursday and 
Friday, 8.45am – Morning Prayer
Changes to the regular service pattern and other weekday services are shown
in the weekly news-sheet, a copy of which is displayed on the noticeboard in
the church porch

Old Basing Methodist Church
MINISTER: Rev'd David Jenkins 0118 3271592 

07973 195566
SUNDAY SERVICE: Morning Service 10.30am

Roman Catholic
PRIEST:  Fr Dominic Adeiza 01256 465214
St Bede’s Church, Popley Way, Basingstoke  
SUNDAY MASSES: 9am, 11am and 6pm
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